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Additional Case Information:

Remote inspection carried out on 19/04/2022 by  supervised by . Site inspection carried out on 26/04/2022 by  

and . VMD samples taken by .

Site has its own ROV for net inspections. There are regular dive checks. Seal PRO nets are to be installed for next cycle.

Fish observed all shoaling as in normal behaviour and fish sampled for VMD appeared in healthy upon closer examination 

both externally and internally with no signs of disease.

Site currently passive grading and harvesting almost every second day.

During inspection, 2 fish in pen 7 were seen to have possible seal damage and were caught and humanely killed.

Site currently stocked with fish moved from Cheesebay (moved onto site between 02/02/022 - 19/03/22) due to fish welfare 

considerations and risk of biomass exceedance at their host site (Grey Horse Channel and Groatay). Muck was fallow for 17 

days before Cheesebay fish arrived and will be fallow after Cheesebay stock are harvested in June until restocking at the end 

of August. 

A seal was discovered in one pen on 22/10/2021, divers were called out same day and found a hole (122mm x 36mm) at a 

depth of 19m and repaired it. It was judged at the time that no escape or circumstances which gave rise to a significant risk of 

escape had occurred, therefore it was considered that the FHI was not required to be informed. Recommendations were made 

to review escapes reporting procedure including staff training, and a retrospective escapes notification has been submitted to 

the FHI.

Closing counts indicated that no escapes occurred as a result of this incident and the site now has double mesh nets on all 

pens along with seal blinds to aid containment.
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Site No: FS1286

Case No: 2022-0096

Nature of non-compliance: 

Action taken (FHI): 

Non-compliance relevant to (delete): VirologyMolGen/Bacteriology/Histology/Parasitology
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0119  DATE OF VISIT  26/04/2022 
SITE NO FS1286  SITE NAME  Muck 
CASE NO 20220096                     INSPECTOR        
 
Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 
 
The above site was inspected, in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 
2009.  
 
All epidemiological units were inspected. On this occasion no samples were taken for disease 
analysis. The Inspector did not observe any clinical signs associated with the listed diseases as 
described in the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009.  
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as low. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted every third year. The category 
of the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required. 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this 
site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected to 
ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) are 
being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
appeared to be adequately maintained. 
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
No mortality levels exceeding the reporting criteria have been recorded since the last inspection. 
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the business 
and/or Marine Scotland were available for inspection. 
 
The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be adequately maintained 
and implemented. 
 
The following points were raised with the site representative during the inspection:  

 

 It was noted during the inspection that on the morning of 22nd October 2021 that a hole had 
been repaired on one of the nets following observations of a seal being in the pen. This 
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2022-0154 Date of visit: 07/04/2022

NYL

Site No: FS1240 Site Name:

Business No: FB0544

Case Types: 1 PPI 2 3 4 5 6

Thermometer No: FHI 045 completed

Observations: Region: HI B CoGP MA:

Dead/weak/abnormally behaving fish present? If yes, see additional information/clinical score sheet.

Clinical signs of disease observed? If yes, see additional information/clinical score sheet.

Gross pathology observed? If yes, see additional information/clinical score sheet.

Diagnostic samples taken?

UNI/REG only - if unable to carry out intended visit detail reason below:

Case No:

Time spent on site: 2hrs Main Inspector:

Highland

Water Temp (°C):

Water type:

Business Name: Scotland
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Additional Case Information:

An inspection was carried out at Loch Duarts Dingwall processing facility to assess the biosecurity measures in place. The 

authorised processing establishment checklist was completed, which details the systems that are in place. 

At present, fish are received as dead haul and delivered by tankers or in bins on lorries. The tankers arrive in the yard and park 

with the valve hanging over a concrete bunded area with central drains. Large pipes are connected to the tankers and attached 

to a transfer pipe which transfers the fish from the tanker to inside the factory where they can be processed. Fish arriving in 

bins are transferred into the primary processing area by an automated bin lifting apparatus into a hopper which feeds the line. 

There is a dedicataed cleaning area for the bins that arrive on site. Both bins and tankers are cleaned and disinfected before 

leaving site using Saniperfect for the bins and Oxydes for the tanker. Both disinfectants have a contact time of 15-20minutes at 

1.5% and 1% respectively. All areas inside the processing area, including the area where the bin lifting apparatus is located, 

are bunded with central drains for the collection of any bloodwater.

All effluent water from the site is collected in floor drains and transferred via underground pipes to an underground sump. From 

here, the water is moved through the on-site treatment plant which is situated separately from the processing areas. The plant 

is fenced off and padlocked for controlled access. All wastewater from the site on arrival at the plant, first moves through a 

balancing tank where a polymer is injected. Solid waste is separated and collected in a holding tank before being uplifted by J 

C Environmental and taken for further treatment in Cumbernauld by Scottish Water. The remaining water is then passed 

through a BAF plant before moving through a lamellar where any remaining solids are removed from the water before it is 

discharged into mains sewage.

Some biosecurity measures are currently in place with capacity to implement further measures if required. Currently, all visitors 

must report to reception where they are signed in, given a visitor badge and escorted during their visit. Hand sanitisers are 

strategically placed throughout the facility and there is a changing room whereby staff and visitors must change into site-

specific PPE before entering the primary processing area. PPE comprises of wellies, overalls and hair nets (these are either 

disposable or are cleaned/washed in the on-site laundry room after every shift. There is a hand washing station located at the 

entrance to the primary processing area. Currently, footbaths are not used on the site but could be deployed if required. 

Tankers and bins are not disinfected on arrival, but are cleaned and disinfected before they leave the site. Disinfection on 

arrival could be implemented if required.

Fish are machine gutted with the viscera removed automatically by a vacuum pump and are then fed through automated 

filleting, pin boning, skinning and scaling as required by the customer. Minimal fish handling is required with a conveyor system 

in operation, therefore the area is kept clean throughout the gutting process.   The area is fully enclosed with floor drains 

feeding into the effluent treatment system. 

Across the site, equipment is colour-coded to specific work areas. All by-product material inclusive of 

heads/frames/offcuts/offal generated from the process is collected in bins, uplifted by Pelagia and taken for further processing 

at their plant in Shetland. Waste transfer records are maintained for each uplift. Any ice that is used throughout the process is 

also collected in bins and transferred to a partially bunded melting area outside in the yard where it is covered with a tarp. This 

area also contains a central floor drain and the melted waste water is transferred to the treatment plant before discharge into 

mains sewage.

The processing area including all equipment and surfaces is cleaned and disinfected between batches of fish. Batches are 

defined as fish being received from different farms so cleaning and disinfection would not take place for 3 tankers arriving with 

fish from the same farm but would occur between 2 tankers arriving with fish from different farms.

Traceability records such as number of animals received, farm of origin, destination of product, number and destination of 

animals rejected, staff and visitor movements on and off site, cleaning and disinfection of vehicles and transport containers, 

cleaning and disinfection of personnel and equipment brought onto and off site and staff training records are all maintained. 

Staff are trained in food hygiene procedures but not bio-security specifically and recognition of clinical diseases of fish.

A copy of the APE checklist and photos of the site are attached to the Aquadat entry.
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Case No: 2022-0154 07/04/2022

Site No: FS1240 NYL

Database Insp Phone Insp Writing Insp 2
nd

 Insp

Report Summary

Case Type Date Insp 2
nd

 Insp

PPI 11/05/2022 NYL WJM

Results Summary Freq. Date of Notification

Date of visit:

Inspector:
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
 

SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 
 
BUSINESS NO FB0544  DATE OF VISIT  07/04/2022 
SITE NO FS1240  SITE NAME  Highland 
CASE NO 20220154  INSPECTOR   
 

PROCESSING FACILITY INSPECTION 
 
 An inspection of the above facility was made in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health 
(Scotland) Regulations 2009 to assess the measures in place for the processing of fish harvested 
from aquaculture sites subject to control measures for bacterial kidney disease.   
  
An inspection of all work areas was conducted. The operation of the facility was deemed satisfactory 
for the routine processing of fish from aquaculture sites subject to control measures for bacterial 
kidney disease (BKD). However, improvements would be required prior to the facility being 
authorised to process fish subject to disease control measures for other listed diseases as required 
by regulation 7 of the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 (the 2009 Regs).    
  
Prior to authorisation as a processing establishment by the competent authority under the 2009 
Regs, for the site to process fish subject to disease control measures (for listed diseases, other than 
BKD), the following areas require further investigation and improvement:  

  
 Contingency plans to deal with a breach of the biosecurity systems at the processing 
 establishment will need to be developed and followed. 
 Procedures for the immediate notification of the Scottish Ministers in the event of a breach in 
 biosecurity at the processing facility are not currently in place and will need to be developed 
 and followed.  
 All effluent from the processing plant must be suitably filtered and disinfected prior to 
 discharge.  
 The disinfectant used on any effluent wastewater must be effective against listed pathogens 
 and auditable records of their use should be maintained.  
 Biosecurity of vehicles entering the facility including disinfection should be implemented and 
 auditable records of this should be maintained.  
 Staff training in the recognition of clinical signs of listed diseases  

  
Details of the process of applying for authorisation with Marine Scotland are available at:    
Aquaculture Processing Establishment (APE): forms and guidance - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
Should Loch Duart Ltd wish to seek authorisation for the Dingwall processing facility in accordance 
with the Aquatic Animal Health Regulations 2009, please contact the Fish Health Inspectorate.   
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