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To whom it may concern.

I am writing in response to the Scottish Government consultation on Possible Nature
Conservation Marine Protected Areas. From Scotland's Marine Atlas it is clear that the seas
around Scotland are in turmoil, with concerns and declines over most of the seabed, declines
in common seals, seabirds and sharks, skates and rays, and ongoing concerns with fish stocks
in many areas. Within a system that puts the marine environment at the centre of marine
planning, | believe a network of well-managed Marine Protected Areas is essential to help
reverse these historic declines and enhance the many important benefits the sea provides us
all.

I firmly support the development of an MPA network in Scotland's seas.

Not only would I wish all the proposed MPA sites be adopted by Scottish Government, |

specifically wish the - (as below) to be designated as
a nature conservation Marine Protected Area by Scottish Government.
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The Scottish Government has a legal obligation to enhance Scotland's seas and, according to
international recommendations, the MPA network must support the wider marine environment.
For each MPA, effective management must therefore be in place so that species and habitat
recovery is possible both within and beyond the boundaries of the site. Zonal management
that protects only the remnant extent of marine species and habitats, particularly of
vulnerable benthic features, is not enough given the context of ecological decline documented
in Scotland's Marine Atlas.



The Skye-Mull search area including Tiree is designated a BASKING SHARK HOT—SPOT.

The current SNH Tagging project results, as of 12 Nov(above), confirm this designation.

Data and map may not be used without prior written consent of the data owner.
Scotland 2013: Basking Shark SPOT Tags
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In the UK, Basking Sharks are protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981, the Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000, the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 and
the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004. These Acts make it illegal to intentionally Kkill,
injure or recklessly disturb or harass Basking Sharks in British waters. Any person committing
such an offence could face up to six months in prison and a large fine.

Also:-

In 2007 Basking Sharks were designated a Prohibited Species under the EU CFP

The critical requirement for the Skyve-Mull search area(including Tiree) to be designated a

MPA, is to ensure Scottish Government’s abides by, and fulfills its legal obligations,as above,
with regard to any possible adoption/consent of proposed offshore wind farm development(s),
within this MPA search area.
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

1. Do you support the development of an MPA network in Scotland’s Seas?
Yes X[ ] No []

Comments
See Attached

Individual possible Nature Conservation MPAs

2. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Clyde Sea Sill possible
Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments
See attached

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments
See attached

All of the above:

Comments
See attached

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]



3. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the East Caithness Cliffs

possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

4. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the East of Gannet and
Montrose Fields possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]



5. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Faroe-Shetland sponge belt
possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ ] No []
Comments

6. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Fetlar to Haroldswick
possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ | No [ ]
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ | No [ ]

Comments



7. Do you have any comments on the case for designhation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Hatton-Rockall Basin

possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

8. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Loch Creran possible

Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]



9. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Loch Sunart possible
Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ ] No []
Comments

10.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Loch Sunart to the Sound
of Jura possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ | No [ ]
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ | No [ ]

Comments



11.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Loch Sween possible

Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

12.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Lochs Duich, Long and

Alsh possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]



13.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Monach Isles possible

Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

14.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management

options and socioeconomic assessment for the Mousa to Boddam possible
Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]



15.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the North-east Faroe Shetland
Channel possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ ] No []
Comments

16.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the North-west Orkney
possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ | No [ ]
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ | No [ ]

Comments



17.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the North-west sea lochs and
Summer Isles possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ ] No []
Comments

18.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Noss Head possible Nature
Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ | No [ ]
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ | No [ ]

Comments



19.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Papa Westray possible

Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

20.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management

options and socioeconomic assessment for the Rosemary Bank Seamount
possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]



21.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Small Isles possible Nature
Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ ] No []
Comments

22.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the South Arran possible
Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ | No [ ]
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ | No [ ]

Comments



23.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for The Barra Fan and Hebrides
Terrace Seamount possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ ] No []
Comments

24.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Turbot Bank possible
Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ | No [ ]
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ | No [ ]

Comments



25.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Upper Loch Fyne and Loch

Goil possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]

26.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the West Shetland Shelf
(formerly Windsock) possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation:

Comments

Management Options:

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment:

Comments

All of the above:

Comments

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ ] No []

Yes [ | No [ ]

Yes [ | No [ ]



27.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Wyre and Rousay Sounds
possible Nature Conservation MPA?

Designation: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Management Options: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes [ ] No []
Comments
All of the above: Yes [ ] No []

Comments



Choices to represent features in the MPA Network

28.

Recognising the scientific advice from JNCC included alternatives for
representing offshore subtidal sands and gravels, ocean quahog and shelf
banks and mounds in the Southern North Sea, do you have a preference or
comments on the following combinations to represent these features,
bearing in mind Turbot Bank will need to be designated to represent
sandeel in this region:

Firth of Forth Banks Complex L]
Turbot bank and Norwegian Boundary Sedimentary Plain ]
Or Firth of Forth Banks Complex, Turbot bank and Norwegian Boundary
Sedimentary Plain []
Comments
29. Do you have any

comments on the case for designation, management options and
socioeconomic assessments for the preference you have indicated in the
guestion above, regarding alternatives for representing offshore subtidal
sands and gravels, ocean quahog and shelf banks and mounds in the
Southern North Sea?

Yes [ ] No []

Comments

30.Recognising the scientific advice from JNCC included alternatives for

representing the burrowed mud feature in the Fladens, do you have a
preference or comments on the following combinations to represent these
features, bearing in mind the part of Central Fladen (known as Central
Fladen (Core)) containing tall seapen (Funiculina quadrangularis) will need
to be designated to represent tall seapen in this region:

Central Fladen pMPA only []
The tall sea-pen component of Central Fladen, plus Western Fladen ]
Or the tall sea-pen component of Central Fladen, plus South-East Fladen. []

Comments



31.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessments for the preference you have
indicated in the question above, regarding alternatives for representing the
burrowed mud feature in the Fladens?

Yes [ | No [ ]

Comments

32.Recognising the scientific advice from JNCC included alternatives for
representing offshore subtidal sands and gravels, offshore deep sea mud,
and burrowed mud in OSPAR Regions lll and V, do you have a preference
or comments on the following combinations to represent these features:

South-West Sula Sgeir and Hebridean slope ]
Or Geikie slide and Hebridean slope []

Comments

33.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management
options and socioeconomic assessments for the preference you have
indicated in the question above, regarding alternatives for representing
offshore subtidal sands and gravels, offshore deep sea mud, and burrowed
mud in OSPAR Regions Il and V?

Yes [ ] No [ ]

Comments



Sustainability Appraisal

34.Do you have any comments on the Sustainability Appraisal of the MPA
network as a whole?

Yes [ ] No []

Comments

Final Thoughts

35.0n the basis of your preferences on which pMPAs should be designated,
do you view this to form a complete or ecologically coherent network,
subject to the completion and recommendations of SNH’s further work on
the 4 remaining search locations?

Yes [ ] No [ ]

NO, because this consultation response form does not include the
SKYE- MULL search Area .This response form is deficient

36.Do you have any other comments on the case for designation, management
options, environmental or socioeconomic assessments of the pMPAs, or
the network as a whole?

Yes [ | No [ ]
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