RESPOMNDEE INFORMATHON FORM 23

95k
respondes Information form

Please complete the detalls below and attach it with your response. This will help ensure we
handle your response appropriately:

HUGH puef

Name:

Postal Address: __

Consuftation title: Making the difference - Improving parents’ involvement in schools
1. Are you responding as; (please tick one box)

(a} an individual? B(fgo to 2a/b}

{b) on behalf of a group or organisation”? D {go to 2¢)
2a. INDIVIDUALS:

Do you agree to your response being made available to the public (in SE library and/or on SE
website)?

Yes (go 1o 2b below) E/

No, not at all l:,

2b. Where confidentiality is not requested, we wil make your response available 1o the
public on the following basis (please tick one of the following boxeas}

Yes, make my response, name and address all available D
Yes, make my response avallable, but not my name or address D

Yes, make my response and name available, but not my address B/
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WNOTE -

2c. ON BEHALF OF GROUPS OR ORGANISATIONS:

Your name and address as respondees will be made available to the public {in the SE library
and/or on SE website). Are you content for your response to be made available also?

Yes D
No D

3. SHARING RESPONSES/FUTURE ENGAGEMENT

We will share your response internally with other SE policy teams who may be addressing the
issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your
permission to do so. Are you content for the SE to contact you again in the future in relation to
this consultation response?

Yes B/
No D

WE SENT “THE SSBA SUMmARY 0T b 4t PRRENTS AT

THE SCHOOL . | Apa THE CJRRENT CHAIRDF THE ISOARD
AND  Am ZESPoNDING As AN (N DIVIOVOL | RUT OMVE BHD HAS
ASKED “THE ENTIRE PARENT BODY AT ELoefA STEVvENSON
PRIMARY sCrooe. WE DO 30T §PPRT THE ARoLiTION OF
BOAEDS, put WE DO supPonT THE INVOLYEMENT OF
MORE  PAESTS w:w PARENT FORvMS LEING SET of
WITHIN T coprENT STRICTUEE DF ScHoOL BOARDS
WE Db A RECEIWVE paE AEPLY 1 §PORT of
ABoLiTiun of -THE BOARD.

{E_E&— FZEE "TO ¢ onTACT ME WP oo wWANT ARY Mo e INFOIZAFiom |
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" ADDITIONAL SSBA QUESTIONS:

1. Da you believe there is any need for repeal of the School Boards (Scotland) Act Zﬂ/
1988, or do you think that parental representation could be modernised by merely
‘tweaking’ the Act?

NoO .

2, Do you believe that the Draft Bill will achieve the stated aims of involving more
parents in their children’s learning?

No .

Are you responding as

A School Board?

VES

A PTA/PA?

YES

Jointly on behalf of School Board and PTA/PA?

vES )

After consultation with parents?

; - 250
AnD DN T CECEIVE opE RECLY 19 SPPORT of THE Riel [Tm 75,\:3"':}

YES — WwE SenT THE QUESTIONS ovT 70 ALl Pﬁraeufs_éL
3

Name of School (voluntary)

FLORA STEVENSonS PRIMARY SCHOGL

The Scottish School Board Association is a private limited by guarantee company registered in Scotiand. 3
Company Registration number - SC152749 Scottish Charity Registration number — SC030585
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MAKING THE DIFFERENCE - INVOLVING PARENTS BETTER IN

SCHOOLS
CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE

Question 1: Do you agree with the placing of a new duty on education
authorities to promote parental involvement?

WE ALE I ERENSTLY INVOLVING mMORE PARENSTS LIITHIN THE
pasNG BOARD ELAMEWORY . WwHERE WE HAVE FormED suf~
4O Re UFPS & -
o z/d SPECIPIC |1SSucs <4 BUliying  »E wil ger VP amoec
u . -
IWNOLVE  PARENTS AS WEL AS  wozeg ThE LoARD

OF Course WE it more PAnc T o VOLVEMENT, (W A STRUCTV RED
CASMH oM -

Question 2: Do you agree that education authorities should be required
to prepare new Strategies for Parental Involvement (SPis)?

HES — 8 copSsunctiod VWTH ExiSTiNG  SCHosc BOPRDS.

Question 3: Do you agree that incorporating these Strategies in existing
* Annual Statements of Education Improvement Objectives and School

Development Plans (as set out in the 2000 Act) is the right way for

education authorities to set out their intentions? Or should this be done

in some other way?

cwome oTHESL WAY




Question 4: Do you agree that the current system of parental
representation i.e. School Boards should be replaced by a more flexible
system of parent forum, as decided locally by the parents, in a way
which best suits them and their school best?

S ooL BOARDS  sHoD  Re Prex)\BLE ePoVGH o ACLOPOPATE
AR LocAL PREFEREMCES ALAEADY  AND WMBAE TUERE 1S AeATHY
OR (¥t , e pfPoINTED SCHoOL RoARD AR STET +T odr. -

Question 5: The Bill does not prescribe the means of appointment to the
new forums (elections to Boards are mandatory) but provides for
parents to decide this locally. Do you agree?

ND ¢ AaAIE [T SHOULD 40 400GSIDE  ©3gTING STEUCTURES,

Question 6: Do you agree that education authorities should have a new
duty to promote the establishment of a parent forum in each school and
to support their operation?

I FoL &xArPE - A ScHooL BCARD _f WCHACH EX\STS ALRZEADY




Question 7: Should the Bill provide for ‘composite’ parent forums where
this is the preferred option of parents in each school in a combined
school or cluster of schools?

“1ES - s “HATS WHATY THEY vl A ooy, 7¢ BoA«r&D
G{oveinG Woul? RE LETTE

Question 8: Do you agree with the proposal for the involvement of
education authorities to get the initial parent forum off the ground? If
noft, what alternative would you suggest?

WHY DoRT THeY (SsVE 4UIDELINES TO BExistidty ZoARDs  and

SUAGEST ~THE SeTTiNg vP of RIS BASED onl SEPARATE ASDd (gumen
LSSVES |

Question 9: The draft Bill leaves the forum’s ‘constitution’ to be
determined locally, either by the parents or initially under the education
authority scheme. Do you agree with this approach? Iif not, what
alternative would you suggest and why?

CARECATS ACE [on FUSED ENOJGH ALREPDY | AWD —fHE )DEA oF HiIvs To
s€T LA LadstiTeTIoN WOouLS T A Lot ofF PEOrLE OFF .

USE ~THE Exisimg ZoAEDS 1@ JUILD MoRE FLex by Ty,




Question 10: Do you agree that membership of a parent forum should be
confined to parents (the broad definition) of children attending the
school or individuals co-opted by the parent forum? Should parents
always be in the majority?

tF “TRE KkRE TD piisT, ES,

Question 11: Do you have a view as to how the needs of looked-after
children should be addressed and catered for in the Bill?

MO,

Question 12: Do you agree that the Bill should not result in parent forum
members being subject to automatic disclosure checks but that
members, like any other parent, should only be checked when engaging
in activities defined under the Protection of Children (Scotfand) Act
20037
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Question 13: On balance, do you agree that ‘rights of attendance’ for
certain non-members of a parent forum should not be a part of the new
arrangements? In other words do you agree that non-members of the
parent forum should attend only by invitation or do you believe the
headteacher should have the right to attend, with the councilior or other

individual by invitation?

ANTONE SHold ZE ALULE o ATTERD, Qur w37 VOTE on ARYTANKG .

Question 14: Do you consider these functions appropriate to parent
forums? Would you suggest removing or adding any, or making some
obligatory and others optional?

g o commE Xt




Question 15: The Bill has been drafted to allow the parent forum fto find
out and report the views of parents in the school on any matters which
are of interest or concern to them. Do you agree with this open-ended
provision or would you suggest defining the areas of interest more

restrictively?

PO cWrR@ENT  ScHooL RoAed poes THIS WD THIP CERTAIN PRAVACY

FRovsions . AN OPEN MINDED APPLOACH OMRBINED wijTH A SYGEESTED
TePic L\ST maY ZE WeELPFUL .

Question 16: Do you agree that the Bill should designate parent forums
as ‘agents’ of the education authority for the purpose of their dealings
with third parties, and that the issue of insurance should be looked into
further? Or do you take an alternative view?

CES | A4S wiTh E€x\5Tq scCitoor BoMRDs AN PTA .

Question 17: Are these the appropriate obligations to place on
education authorities in relation to their working with parent forums?

~HES — “THeY SHOVILD ALgy RE CBLGED ~T0 Do ~THIS WiTH EXx(3TinG
BOMRDE Ap D PTA'S

10




Question 18: Do you agree with the provisions requiring education
authorities to provide financial support or support in kind to parent
forums or would you suggest alternative arrangements?

qES - wMYTHIM ZEASON |

Question 19: Do you agree with the proposed duty on education
authorities to provide advice and information to individual parents on
request, on matters relating to the education of their chiidren?

JES.

Question 20: Do you agree that education authorities should be enabled
to replace the current system of appointing headteachers and deputy
headteachers with more modern, flexible processes and procedures?

~ES - THI15 SHOVKD BE UPDATED . wHTH THE SCHDOL BoARD ARD
Pevtrnees THE FotmaTion of ap AD- HOC APPD 1 STMENTS Sug-g oA
OF INTERESTED PARENTS |

il



Question 21: If you do not agree that the principle of parental
involvement should be retained by the involvement of parent forums in

the new senior appointments processes, please give your reasons.

oA

Question 22: Do you agree with the proposal to require education
authorities to establish complaints procedures in relation to the way
they exercise their functions under the Bill?

lew'T THIS ALREADY 18 PLACE 7

Please remember to complete the SSBA's 2 additional questions on
page 3

Please return your response by 31 May 2005 to -
Scottish School Board Association

Newall Terrace

Dumfries

DG1 LW
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