SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE

Environment and Rural Affairs Department  Pentland House
Fisheries and Rural Development Group 47 Robb’s Loan
Edinburgh EH14 1TY

To: Consultees Telephone: 0131-244 6468
Fax: 0131-244 6313
philip.balls@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.scotland.gov.uk

30 August 2004
Dear Sir or Madam,

CONSULTATION ON THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION’S PROPOSALS FOR A
EUROPEAN FISHERIES FUND (EFF)

1. This consultation aims to establish stakeholder views on the Commission’s proposals for a
European Fisheries Fund (EFF). The new fund will operate over the period 2007-2013 and will
succeed the current Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance (FIFG). Following a stakeholder
conference in Ireland during May 2004 the Commission published its draft EFF regulation in July
2004.

2. The new regulation will need to come into force before the start of the next programming
period, i.e. January 2007. The Presidency plans to hold the first policy discussion on the EFF
proposals at the October Agriculture and Fisheries Council. Y our views on the proposals are sought
to help ensure that the Executive can shape the terms of the regulation to maximise future benefits
for Scotland’'s fisheries industry and the communities that they support. Responses to this
consultation should be sent to Carolyn Stewart by 19 November 2004 (address at the end of
thisletter).

3. The overall amsfor the EFF as stated by the Commission are to:

- Support the common fisheries policy so asto ensure exploitation of living aquatic
resources in away which creates the necessary conditions for sustainability in economic,
environmental and social terms;

Promote a sustai nabl e bal ance between resources and the capacity of the Community
fleet;

Strengthen the competitiveness of the operating structures and the development of
economically viable enterprisesin the fisheries sector;

Foster the protection of the environment and natural resources;

Encourage sustainable development and the improvement of the quality of life in marine,
lake and coastal areas affected by fishing and aquaculture activities;

Promote equality between women and men in the development of the fisheries sector and
coastal fishing areas.

4. Within the overall aims above the Commission have proposed four areas as priorities for
support:
Aid to the catching sector;
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Aquaculture, processing and marketing;
Sustainable development of coastal fishing areas;
Collective initiatives and equal opportunities.

5. Within these priorities the proposals indicate that many of the activities currently eligible for
support under FIFG will continue to be available beyond 2006 through EFF. These include support
for selective fishing gears, fishing vessel decommissioning, the diversification of aquaculture,
production methods to protect the environment, improvements to port facilities, promotion and
marketing, pilot projects etc. Under the sustainable devel opment of coastal fishing areas a number of
new possibilities including business diversification, tourism and protecting the environment are
proposed.

6. To ensure that the EFF is closely aligned behind the priorities of the CFP the Commission
envisages that, through consultation with stakeholders, each Member State will develop a National
Strategic Plan (NSP). The NSP would be agreed between each Member State and the Commission,
once established then an operational programme would be drawn up to deliver the plan.

7. Asregards funding a nominal budget for the EFF has been proposed but the criteriafor its
alocation to individual Member States and regions has yet to be agreed. The Commission proposes
to allocate 75% of the EFF to areas whose economic development is lagging behind, currently
termed Objective 1 areas. These areas would also have access to higher rates of grant than the non-
Objective 1 area.

8. The Commission also wishes to simplify the administration and delivery of its support to the
European fisheries sector. To this end significant changes are proposed to the control, monitoring
and auditing of the programmes, these include a single monitoring committee per Member State.

0. SEERAD would especially welcome your views on:

A) the overall aims of the Commission’s proposals (Article 4) at paragraph 3 above. Are these
appropriate for Scotland? Are any of special importance?

B) effective ‘partnership’ between the Commission and Member State will rely in turn on
effective partnership between those responsible for managing the EFF programme within the
Member State and its stakeholder groups (Article 8). The latter relationship will also be crucia in
developing the National Strategic Plan (Articles 15 & 16). What is/are the best way/s of developing
such a partnership in Scotland?

C) the content of the detailed measures of what will be eligible for support under EFF (Articles
23-45). Do the provisions of the draft regulation meet the future needs of Scotland? Where if
anywhere do they fall short? Are there any which are particularly helpful/unhelpful ?

D) the revised arrangements to simplify and increase transparency in the monitoring
arrangements (Articles 61-67). Will these increase accessibility to the decision making process for
stakeholders?

10.  Any other views on any aspect of the proposals are welcomed. Other devolved fisheries
administrations will also be undertaking their own consultation exercises and DEFRA launched its
exercise on 13 August (http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/fish-fund/index.htm).
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http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/fish-fund/index.htm

11. | would be grateful if you could clearly indicate in your response which questions or parts of
the consultation paper you are responding to as this will aid our analysis of the responses received. |
would also appreciate it if you could complete the enclosed respondee information form (Annex A)
and return this with your comments.

12. We will make all responses available to the public in the Scottish Executive Library by 17
December 2004 unless confidentiality is requested. All responses not marked confidential will be
checked for any potentially defamatory material before being logged in the library.

13.  This consultation, and all other SE consultation exercises, can be viewed online at
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations. You can telephone Freephone 0800 77 1234 to find out
where your nearest public internet access point is. The Scottish Executive now has an email alert
system for SE consultations (SEconsult). This system alows stakeholder individuals and
organisations to register and receive a weekly email containing details of all new SE consultations
(including web links). SEconsult complements, but in no way replaces SE distribution lists, and is
designed to allow stakeholders to keep up to date with al SE consultations activity, and therefore be
alerted at the earliest opportunity to those of most interest. We would encourage you to register.
Further information on the Executive' s consultation processes are provided in Annex B.

14. | would also be grateful if you could pass a copy of the draft to anyone else in your
organisation that may also have an interest. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me. Please send your responses on this consultation to:

Carolyn Stewart

Room 408A

Pentland House

47 Robb’'s Loan

EDINBURGH EH14 1TY

Or e-mail Carolyn.Stewart@scotland.gsi.gov.uk by 19 November 2004

Y ours Faithfully,

PHILIPBALLS

SEERAD

Telephone  0131-244-6468

Fax 0131-244-6313
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ANNEX A
RESPONDEE INFORMATION FORM
Please compl ete the details below and attach it with your response. This will help ensure we handle
your response appropriately:
Name:

Postal Address:

Consultation title:

1 Areyou responding as. (please tick one box)
(@  anindividual Y (go to 2a/b)
(b) on behalf of agroup or organisation y (goto 2c)

2a. INDIVIDUALS:
Do you agree to your response being made available to the public (in SE library and/or on
SE website)?

Yes (go to 2b below) y
No, not at all y

2b.  Where confidentiality is not requested, we will make your response availabletothe public
on the following basis (please tick one of the following boxes)

Yes, make my response, name and address all available y
Yes, make my response available, but not my name or address y
Yes, make my response and name available, but not my address y

2c ON BEHALF OF GROUPS OR ORGANISATIONS:
Y our name and address as respondees will be made available to the public (in the SE library and/or
on SE website). Are you content for your response to be made available also?

Yes y
No y
SHARING RESPONSESFUTURE ENGAGEMENT

3. We will share your response internally with other SE policy teams who may be addressing
the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your
permission to do so. Are you content for the Scottish Executive
to contact you again in the future in relation to this consultation response?

Yes Yy
No y
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ANNEX B
The Scottish Executive Consultation Process

Consultation is an essential and important aspect of Scottish Executive working methods. Given the
wide-ranging areas of work of the Scottish Executive, there are many varied types of consultation.
However, in general Scottish Executive consultation exercises aim to provide opportunities for all
those who wish to express their opinions on a proposed area of work to do so in ways which will
inform and enhance that work.

While details of particular circumstances described in a response to a consultation exercise may
usefully inform the policy process, consultation exercises cannot address individual concerns and
comments, which should be directed to the relevant public body. Consultation exercises may involve
seeking views in a number of different ways, such as public meetings, focus groups or questionnaire
exercises.

Typically, Scottish Executive consultations involve a written paper inviting answers to specific
guestions or more general views about the material presented. Written papers are distributed to
organisations and individuals with an interest in the area of consultation, and they are also placed on
the Scottish Executive web site enabling a wider audience to access the paper and submit their
r%ponsesl. Copies of all the responses received to consultation exercises (except those where the
individual or organisation requested confidentiality) are placed in the Scottish Executive library at
Saughton House, Edinburgh (K Spur, Saughton House, Broomhouse Drive, Edinburgh, EH11 3XD,
telephone 0131 244 4552).

The views and suggestions detailed in consultation responses are analysed and used as part of the
decision making process. Depending on the nature of the consultation exercise the responses
received may:

indicate the need for policy development or review

inform the development of a particular policy

help decisions to be made between aternative policy proposals
be used to finalise legidation before it isimplemented

If you have any comment about how this consultation exercise has been conducted, please send them
to:

Name: Philip Balls
Address: SEERAD, Room 416, Pentland House, 47 Robb’s Loan, EDINBURGH EH14 1TY

E-mail: philip.balls@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

! http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations

o~
Yy sy
¥, / BV A o

Ny 2 e Qe‘:‘ ' °
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 0’5]5‘-‘

4 =3


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations
mailto:philip.balls@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations

EN

% %5

Yo W e

W W

% X

COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

Brussels, 14.7.2004
COM(2004) 497 final

2004/0169 (CNS)

Proposal for a
COUNCIL REGULATION

European Fisheries Fund

(presented by the Commission)

{SEC(2004) 965}
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The legal basis for Community action under the common fisheries policy is Title 11
of the Treaty establishing the European Community, and in particular Article 37.

From its inception therefore the common fisheries policy has had a significant
structural component. Over the past 20 years, the structural policy for fisheries has
brought about a modernisation of the fisheries sector as a whole. These efforts need
to be continued, particularly for the new Member States, paying particular attention
to maintaining quality employment and a satisfactory level of economic viability in
the sector, adapting capacity to available fisheries resources, the quest for high-
quality products, the introduction of more environment- and resource-friendly
techniques, not forgetting the ongoing improvement of living and working
conditions.

The economic, social, environmental and political conditions are constantly
changing. The Community instruments providing assistance will have to adapt in line
with the tasks assigned to them in order to keep pace with the demands arising from
changes in the fisheries and aquaculture sector, world markets, the use of new
technologies, dwindling fisheries resources, the need for sustainable, environment-
friendly fishing, the worsening quality of aquaculture waters, regional development
policies and consumer demand.

In pursuing the specific objectives of the common fisheries policy, the Community
has to ensure the long-term future of fishing activities and the sustainable
exploitation of resources and thus to make essential structural adjustments to strike a
balance between resources and fishing capacity. The Community needs to be given
the means to speed up the elimination of surplus capacity and, as a number one
priority, to oversee stock recovery or management plans and other emergency
measures in an economically efficient and socially equitable manner.

The Community is to support more resolutely the development and dissemination of
fishing techniques that are more compatible with the marine environment and
fisheries resources, promote investment in selective fishing gear, establish boxes or
any other private or joint initiatives to encourage selective fishing going beyond the
obligations laid down in the Community rules.

The development of the aquaculture sector also represents real potential for the
creation of remunerative jobs and new economic activities. The aquaculture sector
should be included in a perspective for the sustainable development of quality
products while at the same time ensuring that the environmental impact is reduced.

With a view to protecting fisheries resources, the greatest possible value should be
added to catches and products, limiting all wastage and discards, by means of a
modern marketing policy and the development of local processing facilities for
fishery and aquaculture products. Community support for such a move aimed in
particular at making the greatest possible quantity of products fit for human
consumption will be targeted at micro and small enterprises.

In these times of great changes in the fisheries sector, steps have to be taken not only
to preserve the human capital of the fishing industry, but also to acquire all the new

EN



EN

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

know-how necessary to contribute to the sustainable exploitation of fisheries
resources and the development of aquaculture, in particular by means of providing
those engaged in the fisheries sector with suitable training throughout their working
lives, bringing younger people in and promoting equal opportunities between men
and women.

The socio-economic fabric of the coastal areas involved in fishing will be affected,
and they will have to cope with the constraints arising from, among other things,
changes in the fishing and aquaculture sector, developments on world markets,
dwindling fisheries resources and the need to exploit natural resources and the
environment in a sustainable manner, paying particular attention to the quality of
fishing and aquaculture waters. The Community must be able to provide
accompanying measures in conjunction with the conversion of areas affected by the
restructuring of the fisheries sector. However, it will be necessary to restrict the areas
eligible for this assistance: the Fund is not designed to cover all the coastal and lake
areas of the Community.

To take greater account of the special characteristics of fishing activity, connected
with the social structure of the fisheries sector and the structural and natural
disparities between the various areas concerned with fishing, the European Fisheries
Fund should be able to provide more direct assistance where necessary under a
policy for the sustainable economic development of coastal areas, fully in line with
and complementary to the other Community instruments, particularly the Funds
devoted to structural change and convergence .

Having regard to the diversity of the situations and of the areas throughout the
Community and to the principle of subsidiarity, assistance from the Fund for the
development of coastal areas will have to form part of an integrated local approach
centred on a relevant territorial strategy and adapted to the local situation. Its design
and implementation will be as decentralised as possible, preference being given to
the involvement of private actors on the ground and a bottom-up approach.

The European Fisheries Fund, like the FIFG, is to play a dual role in adding
Community value. Firstly, as a financial instrument forming an integral part of the
common fisheries policy, it is to accompany resource management measures and
help adjust the structures of the production sector and the CFP monitoring tools.
Secondly, it is to maintain a concern for cohesion vis-a-vis the populations and areas
engaged in fishing activities.

As proposed here, the European Fisheries Fund will be able to play a greater role in
the development and maintenance of the economic and social fabric of communities
involved in fishing, for which the economic alternatives remain limited, while at the
same time pursuing the objectives which the Treaty sets for the CFP.

The Fund will keep the same foundations and principles, as other Structural Funds,
of multi-annual programming and monitoring, partnership, part-financing,
subsidiarity and concentration on the least-favoured regions and those most under
threat from the impact of fish stock recovery measures.

Each Member State will draw up a national strategic plan setting out its specific
goals and priorities for Fund action, in the light of the Community strategic
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guidelines for the common fisheries policy. This strategic plan, which indicates the
interventions and the financial contribution from the Fund and the other needed
resources, will serve as a reference frame for drawing up the operational
programmes.

To make action by the Fund more effective, the proposed approach is based on
simplified instruments, with a single Regulation and a single Fund covering
Community assistance. The operational programmes will also concentrate on a
limited number of priorities, omitting all the technical details that might make them
difficult to follow and implement.

The five priority axes are “measures for the adjustment of Community fishing fleet,”,
“aquaculture, processing and trade of fisheries and aquaculture products”, “measures
of collective interest”, ‘“sustainable development of fishing coastal zones” and

“technical assistance”.

The implementation of the Fund shall be carried out using shared management as
defined in the Financial Regulation and is based on the principles of proportionality
and subsidiarity. Major components of simplification and decentralisation are
included in the proposal, in particular:

—  The present three stage programming process is replaced by a two-stage
approach, the first being strategic in nature, the second operational. In addition,
the operational programmes will no longer as at present be backed up by
programming complements which list the detailed measures but only establish
the main priorities for assistance.

— For financial management, the payment system has been simplified and
payments will be made at priority level only and no longer at measure level.
Co-financing will also be determined at priority level.

— The Commission shall only require Member States to provide what is
necessary for reasonable assurance of sound financial management which
enables it to assume its responsibilities for implementing the Community
budget. The notion of proportionality is also taken into account for the
purposes of evaluation, inspection, reporting and membership of the
committee.

— Eligibility rules shall be defined at national level, except for a shirt negative
list. The proposal also introduces the possibilities of partial closure.

— In conclusion, the regulatory framework is radically simplified since this draft
regulation shall replace or modify the provisions of current Regulations (EC)
n° 1260/1999, (EC) n° 1263/1999, (EC) n° 2792/1999, (EC) n° 366/2001.

The financial allocation for the Fund under the Financial Perspectives proposed by
the Commission for the 2007-2013 period' is EUR 4 963 million for an enlarged

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament. Building our
common Future. Policy challenges and Budgetary means of the Enlarged Union 2007-2013.
COM(2004) 101 final of 10.2.2004.
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Europe of 27, this is roughly in line with the amount allocated for the Europe of 15 in
the 2000-2006 period (EUR 3 7000 million). For the distribution of financial
resources between Member States the Commission intends to apply the method
based on objective criteria used at the Berlin Council in 1999 for the “Convergence”
objective by taking into account the need to show fairness to regions affected by the
“statistical effect” of enlargement. Resources allocated to regions not eligible for the
Convergence objective will be allocated by the Commission between Member States
on the basis of the following objective criteria, :: the size of the fisheries sector in the
Member State concerned, the scale of adjustment needed to the fishing effort, the
level of employment in the fisheries sector and the continuity of ongoing actions.

Consultation of the public and stakeholders on the future instrument for fisheries
instrument 2007-2013 took place at a European conference held from 27 to 29 May
2004 in Bundoran, Donegal County, Ireland. This conference enabled some 300
participants to express their opinions. They represented not just the whole sector and
competent government departments but also consumers and non-governmental
organisations. The conference conclusions have where possible been included in this
proposal for a Regulation.

The impact assessment of the proposal states that several effects are expected from
EFF assistance, in particular, a contribution to the effort to achieve a balance
between available resources and fishing levels, a degree of compensation for the
socio-economic difficulties thrown up by the trends in activity in the sector, and the
restructuring it must face, a contribution to the protection of the marine environment
and to the improvement of selectivity of fishing gear, improvements to safety on
board vessels, working conditions, health and product quality.
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2004/0169 (CNS)
Proposal for a
COUNCIL REGULATION

European Fisheries Fund

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community, and in particular Article
37 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission®,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament’,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee*,
Having regard to the opinion of the Committee of the Regions’,

Whereas:

(D) The development of the Community fishing fleet must be regulated in particular
according to the decisions that the Council and the Commission are called upon to take
by virtue of Chapter I of Council Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002 of 20 December
2002 on the conservation and sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources under the
common fisheries policy °;

(2) The objective of the common fisheries policy should be to provide for sustainable
exploitation of living aquatic resources and of aquaculture in the context of sustainable
development, taking account of the environmental, economic and social aspects in a
balanced manner ;

(3)  The scope of the common fisheries policy extends to the conservation, management
and exploitation of living aquatic resources and aquaculture, as well as the processing
and marketing of fisheries and aquaculture products in so far as those activities are
practised on the territory of Member States, in Community waters or by Community
fishing vessels or nationals of Member States ;
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(13)

(14)

Under Article 33(2) of the Treaty account must be taken of the particular nature of the
activity which results from the social structure of the sector and from structural and
natural disparities between the various regions involved in fishing activities ;

The sustainable development component of the common fisheries policy has been
integrated into the rules governing the Structural Funds since 1993. Its implementation
should be pursued in the context of sustainable development by means of the
European Fisheries Fund ;

The sustainable development objective of the CFP cannot be adequately met by the
Member States given the structural problems encountered for the development of the
fisheries sector and the restrictions on financial resources available to member States
in an enlarged Union. It can be better achieved at Community level by providing
multi-financial financing at Community level focused on the relevant priorities. In
accordance with the principle of subsidiarity enshrined in Article 4 of the Treaty, the
Community can enact measures ;

The common fisheries policy must incorporate the Community's priorities for
sustainable development as defined at the European Councils in Lisbon and Géteborg ;

Programming should ensure coordination of the Fund with the other Funds geared to
sustainable development and with the Structural Funds and the EIB, that coordination
also extending to combining grants and loans ;

The activity of the Fund and the operations it helps finance should be compatible with
the other Community policies and comply with all Community legislation ;

Action by the Community should be complementary to that carried out by the Member
states or seek to contribute to it and in order to ensure significant added value,
partnership should be strengthened. This concerns the regional and local authorities,
the other competent authorities, including those responsible for the environment and
for the promotion of equality between men and women, the economic and social
partners and other competent bodies. The partners concerned should be involved in the
preparation, monitoring and evaluation of assistance ;

The Community may take measures in accordance with the subsidiary principle laid
down in Article 5 of the Treaty and in accordance with the proportionality principle
laid down in that Article. This Regulation does no more than is required to achieve
that goal ;

There can be a differentiation in the resources used by the Commission and the
Member States in order to simplify the implementation of the Funds and to clarify the
responsibilities of the Member States and the Commission ;

Under Article 274 of the Treaty, Member States are to cooperate with the Commission
to ensure compliance with the principles of sound financial management. To that end
this Regulation specifies the conditions allowing the Commission to exercise its
responsibilities for the execution of the general budget of the European Communities ;

If the activities of the Fund are to be effective and transparent, the responsibilities of
the Member States and of the Community should be precisely defined. Those
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(19)

(20)
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(22)

(23)

responsibilities should be specified for each stage of programming, monitoring,
evaluation and inspection. In accordance with the principle of subsidiarity, and
without prejudice to the powers vested in the Commission, implementing and
inspecting assistance should be primarily the responsibility of the Member States ;

Articles 2 and 3 of the Treaty guarantee the elimination of inequalities and the
promotion of equality between women and men ;

The Commission should establish an indicative breakdown of available commitment
appropriations using an objective and transparent method, with a significant
concentration on the regions covered by the Convergence Objective ;

The appropriations available under the Fund should be indexed on a flat-rate basis for
programming and that indexation should, if necessary, be subject to a technical
adjustment no later than 31 December 2010 ;

In order to strengthen the leverage effect of Community resources by favouring as far
as possible recourse to private sources of financing and to take better account of the
profitability of the operations, the forms of assistance available from the Funds should
be diversified and the rates of assistance differentiated with a view to promoting the
Community interest, encouraging the use of a wide range of financial resources and
limiting the contribution of the Funds by encouraging the use of appropriate forms of
assistance ;

To reinforce the strategic content of the common fisheries policy in line with the
Community’s priorities for the sustainable development of fisheries and aquaculture,
the Council, acting on a proposal from the Commission, should adopt strategic
guidelines defining the priorities for assistance under the common fisheries policy ;

In order to streamline programming procedures, the responsibilities of the
Commission must be distinguished from those of the Member States. Provision should
therefore be made for the Commission, acting on a proposal from the Member States,
to adopt the strategies and development priorities that are to govern the programming
as well as the size of the financial contribution from the Community, and the
implementing arrangements linked to them, while the Member States should decide on
their application ;

The need for simplification and decentralisation, programming and financial
management should be met at the level of the priorities alone, with programme
complements and Community support frameworks being discontinued ;

The programming system should be simplified by applying a single programming
period of seven years. To that end the forms of assistance and the number of assistance
schemes should be limited and as a general rule they should take the form of one
operational programme per Member State ;

Criteria should be laid down for defining eligible areas. To that end, the identification
of the priority regions and areas at Community level should be based on the common
system of classification of the regions, established by Regulation (EC) No 1059/2003

EN



EN

(24)

(25)

(26)

27)

(28)

(29)

(30)

(€1)

(32)

(33)

of the European Parliament and the Council of 26 May 2003 related on the
establishment of a common classification of territorial units for statistics (NUTS) ’;

The need to provide accompanying measures for the CFP, in particular, reducing its
socio-economic impact by implementing a coastal zone development policy ;

Having regard to the diversity of situations and areas throughout the Community and
the principle of subsidiarity, the policy for the development of inshore fishing areas
should form part of an integrated approach centred on an appropriate territorial
strategy and adapted to the local context, should be as decentralised as possible, give
preference to the participation of actors on the ground, be based on a bottom-up
approach, allow modest-scale operations to be considered and ensure substantial
participation of private-sector actors ;

The adoption by the Council of multi-annual recovery plans is an absolute priority and
they should be accompanied by fishing effort adjustment plans under the Fund ;

The non-renewal of a fisheries agreement between the Community and a third country
or a substantial cut in fishing opportunities under an international arrangement should
also give rise to multi-annual fishing effort management plans aimed at adjusting the
fleet to the new situation ;

Provisions should be laid down for adjusting fishing effort in connection with the
adoption of emergency measures by the Member States or the Commission as
provided for in Articles 7 and 8 respectively of Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002 ;

The Community fleet should be reduced in order to adapt it to the available and
accessible resources ;

Socio-economic accompanying measures will be needed to implement the
restructuring of the fishing fleets ;

Detailed rules should be laid down for granting allowances and financial
compensation to fishermen and vessel owners, in cases of temporary cessation of
activity or of technical restrictions being applied to certain equipment on board vessels
or certain fishing methods ;

It is vital for the fisheries sector that a sustainable balance be achieved between
aquatic resources and their exploitation, having due regard to the environmental
impact. Appropriate measures should therefore be laid down not only to safeguard the
food chain but also for aquaculture and the processing industry ;

Detailed rules should be laid down for granting aid to aquaculture, processing and
marketing of fisheries and aquaculture products, while ensuring that theses sectors
retain economic viability; for this purpose, it is necessary to identify a limited number
of priority objectives for assistance and to focus the structural aid on micro and small
enterprises ;

OJ L 154,21.6.2003, p. 1.
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(37)

(38)

(39)

(40)

(41)

(42)

(43)

(44)

Collective action to be undertaken by the industry should also be included under Fund
measures ;

By way of technical assistance the Fund should provide support for evaluations,
studies, pilot projects and exchanges of experience in order to promote innovative
approaches and practices for simple and transparent implementation ;

Such decentralised implementation of the operations of the Fund by the Member
States should provide sufficient guarantees as to the details and quality of
implementation, the results of operations and their evaluation and sound financial
management and its supervision ;

The effectiveness and impact of the operations of the Structural Funds also depend on
improved and more thorough evaluation. The responsibilities of the Member States
and the Commission in this regard and arrangements to ensure the reliability of
evaluation should be laid down ;

It is appropriate to evaluate assistance for the purposes of preparation, review and to
assess its impact and to include the evaluation process in the follow-up of assistance;
to this end, the aims and content of each stage of evaluation need to be defined ;

In the interests of a good working partnership and the proper promotion of Community
assistance, the broadest possible information and publicity about it should be provided
for. The authorities responsible for managing assistance should be responsible for this
aspect and for keeping the Commission informed of measures taken ;

In order to guarantee efficient and correct implementation, the obligations of the
Member States should be laid down with regard to management and supervision
systems, the certification of expenditure and the prevention, detection and correction
of irregularities and infringements of Community law ;

A managing authority, a certifying authority and an inspection authority should be
designated for each assistance package and their responsibilities specified. The
responsibilities in question should relate primarily to sound financial implementation,
the organisation of evaluation, the certification of expenditure actually incurred by the
beneficiaries, inspection and compliance with obligations regarding publicity and
under Community law. Provision should be made for regular meetings between the
Commission and the national authorities concerned to monitor the assistance ;

It should be stipulated that the steering committee is a body appointed by the Member
State supervising assistance, checking on how it is being managed by the managing
authority, ensuring compliance with its own guidelines and implementing rules and
reviewing evaluations ;

Indicators and annual reports on implementation are essential for monitoring and
should be better defined so they reflect reliably the progress of assistance schemes and
the quality of programming ;

Without prejudice to the Commission's existing powers as regards financial control,
cooperation between the Member States and the Commission in this field should be
reinforced ;
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(45)

(46)

(47)

(48)

(49)

(50)

(5D

(52)

(53)

The rules and procedures governing commitments and payments should be simplified
so that budget commitments have to be made once a year in accordance with the multi-
annual financial perspective and with the financing plan for assistance, whilst
payments should be made in the form of an advance followed by the reimbursement of
actual expenditure incurred. In accordance with established case law, any interest
earned on the advance payment should be regarded as resources for the Member State
concerned, and in order to strengthen the impact of the Funds, it should be allocated to
the same purpose as the advance payment itself ;

Sound financial management should be assured by providing that expenditure is to be
duly justified and certified, and by linking payments to compliance with essential
responsibilities as to the monitoring of programming, financial controls and the
application of Community law ;

To ensure sound management of Community resources, improvements should be
made to the forecasting and implementing of expenditure. To that end the Member
States should regularly send the Commission their forecasts of the use of Community
resources, and any delays in financial implementation should give rise to repayment of
advances and to automatic de-commitments ;

One way of ensuring that the operations of the Structural Funds are effective is
efficient monitoring. Monitoring should be improved and the relevant responsibilities
better defined. In particular a distinction should be made between management
functions and monitoring functions ;

For the sake of effectiveness of measures part-financed by the Fund, an advance of 7%
should be allocated over two years according to availability ;

In the interests of sound financial management and efficiency, the de-commitment rule
(N+2) should apply ;

Under Article 2 of Council Decision 1999/468/EC of 28 June 1999 laying down the
procedures for the exercise of implementing powers conferred on the Commission®,
the measures required for the implementation of this Regulation should be adopted
either by the advisory procedure under Article 3 of that Decision or, in the case of
management measures, under the management procedure in Article 4 ;

Detailed transitional provisions should be laid down to allow preparation of new
programming immediately on entry into force of this Regulation and to ensure that
assistance to Member States is not interrupted pending the production of plans and
assistance schemes in accordance with the new system ;

Council Regulation (EC) N° 1260/1999 of 21 June 1999 and (EC) N° 2792/1999 of 17
December 1999 laying down the criteria and arrangements regarding Community
structural assistance in the fisheries and aquaculture sector and the processing and
marketing of its products as well as other provisions should be repealed. However, for
the proper execution of assistance, operations and projects approved up to 31
December 2006, the repealed provisions should remain applicable to that end.

OJ L184, 17.7.1999,p. 23.
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HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

TITLEI

OBJECTIVES AND GENERAL RULES ON ASSISTANCE

CHAPTER
Scope and definitions

Article 1

Scope

This Regulation establishes a European Fisheries Fund (hereinafter referred to as “the Fund”)
and defines the framework for Community support for the sustainable development of the
fisheries sector and coastal fisheries zones.

Article 2

Geographical scope
1. The measures in this Regulation apply in the entire territory of the European Union.

2. By derogation from paragraph 1, for assistance provided under chapter IV of title IV,
relating to the sustainable development of coastal fisheries zones, the Member States
shall select the eligible areas on the basis of the criteria laid down in Article 42(3)

and (4).
Article 3
Definitions
For the purpose of this Regulation
(a) “fisheries sector” means the sector of the economy including all activities of

production, processing and marketing of fisheries production ;

(b) “fisherman” means any person engaging in their main occupation, as
recognised by the Member State, on board an operational fishing vessel ;

(c) “person engaged in the fisheries sector” means any person engaging in their
main occupation in the fisheries sector defined in Article 1 ;
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(d)

(e)

®

€3]

(h)

(@)

G

(k)
)

(m)

(n)

“fishing vessel” means a fishing vessel within the meaning of Article 3 of
Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002 ;

“aquaculture” means the rearing or cultivation of aquatic organisms using
techniques designed to increase the production of the organisms in question
beyond the natural capacity of the environment; the organisms remain the
property of a natural or legal person throughout the rearing or culture stage, up
to and including harvesting ;

“micro and small enterprise” means a micro or small enterprise as defined in
Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC of 6 May 2003 concerning the
definition of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises’ ;

“operational programme” (OP) means the single document drawn up by the
Member State, approved by the Commission, containing a coherent set of
priorities ;

“programming” means the process of organisation, decision-making and
financing in several stages intended to implement, on a multi-annual basis, the
joint action by the Community and the Member States to achieve the priority
goals of the Fund ;

“priority axis” means one of the priorities of the strategy in an operational
programme comprising a group of measures which are related and defined in
the Community strategic guidelines ;

“measure” means a set of actions aimed at implementing a priority axis ;
« - . D
operation” means a project implemented by one or more beneficiaries ;

“beneficiary” means the operator, body or firm, whether public or private,
responsible for initiating and/or implementing the operations. In the context of
aid schemes under Article 87 of the Treaty beneficiaries are public or private
firms carrying out an individual action and receiving public aid ;

“public expenditure” means any public expenditure by the national authorities,
territorial authorities or from the general budget of the European Communities
or any similar expenditure including expenditure by bodies governed by public
law within the meaning Directive 2004/18/EC of the European Parliament and
the Council ' ;

“Convergence objective” means the objective defined in the article 3(2) of
(EC) regulation n° ..../2004 of Council laying down the general provisions on
Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund'".

OJ L 124, 20.5.2003. p. 36.
OJ L 134, 30.4.2004, p. 114.

OIL[.L[..}p.[...]
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CHAPTER 11

Objectives and missions

Article 4

Objectives

Assistance under the Fund shall aim to:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)
(e)

®

support the common fisheries policy so as to ensure exploitation of living
aquatic resources in a way which creates the necessary conditions for
sustainability in economic, environmental and social terms ;

promote a sustainable balance between resources and the capacity of the
Community fleet ;

strengthen the competitiveness of the operating structures and the development
of economically viable enterprises in the fisheries sector ;

foster the protection of the environment and natural resources ;

encourage sustainable development and the improvement of the quality of life
in marine, lake and coastal areas affected by fishing and aquaculture activities ;

promote equality between women and men in the development of the fisheries
sector and coastal fishing areas.

Article 5

Missions

Support for the fisheries sector shall be provided by a European Fisheries Fund (hereafter
called the Fund or EFF). The measures implemented under this Regulation shall contribute to
attaining the general objectives set out in Article 33 of the Treaty and the objectives defined
as part of the common fisheries policy (CFP). They shall accompany and supplement, where
necessary, the other Community instruments and policies.
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CHAPTER III

Principles of assistance

Article 6

Complementarity, consistency and compliance

The Fund shall provide assistance which complements national, regional and local
measures, integrating into them the priorities of the Community.

The Commission and the Member States shall ensure that assistance from the Funds
is consistent with the activities, policies and priorities of the Community.

The Member States ensure that operations financed by the Fund comply with the
provisions of the Treaty and of acts adopted under it, and with Community policies
and actions, in particular relating to the rules on competition and the award of public
contracts and the protection and improvement of the environment.

Operations financed by the Fund shall not contribute directly or indirectly to
increasing fishing effort.

The provisions of article 16 of Regulation (EC) n°® 2371/2002 shall apply.

Article 7

State aids

Without prejudice to paragraph 2, Articles 87, 88 and 89 of the Treaty shall apply to
aid granted by the Member States to enterprises in the fisheries sector.

Articles 87, 88 and 89 of the Treaty shall not apply to compulsory financial
contributions from the Member States to measures part-financed by the Community
and provided for as part of an operational programme as referred to in chapter 1, title
1.

Measures involving public financing going beyond the provisions of this Regulation

concerning compulsory financial contributions, as provided for in paragraph 2, shall
be dealt with as a complete package on the basis of paragraph 1.
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Article 8

Partnership

Assistance from the Fund shall be decided by the Commission within the framework
of close cooperation, hereinafter "partnership", between the Commission and the
Member State. The member State organises, in accordance with current national
rules and practices, a partnership with the authorities and bodies which it designate,
namely:

(a) the competent regional, local and other public authorities ;
(b) the economic and social partners ;

(c) any other appropriate body representing civil society, environmental partners,
non-governmental organisations, and bodies responsible for promoting equality
between men and women.

The Member State shall designate the most representative partners at national,
regional and local level and in the economic and social or other spheres (hereinafter
“partners”). The Member State shall establish a broad and effective involvement of
all the appropriate bodies, in accordance with national rules and practices, taking into
account the need to promote equality between men and women and sustainable
development thought the integration of environmental protection and improvement
requirements.

The partnership shall be conducted in full compliance with the respective
institutional, legal and financial jurisdiction of each partner category.

The partnership shall cover preparation and monitoring of the national strategic plan
provided for in Article 15 as well as preparation, implementation and monitoring of
the operational programmes. Member States shall involve each of the appropriate
partners in the various programming stages within the time limit set for each stage.

Article 9

Subsidiarity and proportionality

Implementation of the operational programmes shall be the responsibility of Member
States. That responsibility shall be exercised in accordance with the management and
control requirements laid down in this Regulation at the appropriate territorial level.

The means employed by the Commission and the Member States may vary according
to the size of the Community contribution. Such variation shall apply in particular to
the means used for evaluation, inspection, and participation by the Commission in
the Monitoring Committees provided for in article 61 and for the annual reports on
operational programmes.
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Article 10

Shared management

1. The Community budget allocated to the Fund shall be implemented within the
framework of shared management between the Member States and the Commission,
in accordance with Article 53 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1605/2002. However,
the budget for technical assistance referred to in Article 45(1) is implemented by the
Commission within the framework of direct management. The Member States and
the Commission shall ensure compliance with the principles of sound financial
management in accordance with Article 274 of the Treaty.

2. The Commission shall exercise its responsibilities for the implementation of the
general budget of the European communities in the following ways :

(a) The Commission shall check the existence and proper functioning of
management and control systems in the Member States in accordance with
chapter I of Title VIIL.

(b) The Commission shall interrupt, withhold or suspend all or part of payments in
accordance with Articles 84, 85 and 86, if the national management and control
systems fail, and shall apply any other financial correction required, in
accordance with the procedures described in Articles 97 and 98.

(©) The Commission shall check reimbursement of prefinancing and automatically
decommit budget commitments in accordance with Articles 78(2), 87 and 91.

3. Applying these measures shall enable the Commission to satisfy itself that Member
States are utilising the Funds in a lawful and correct manner and in accordance with
the principle of sound financial management within the meaning of Articles 27 and
28 of the Regulation Council Regulation (EC) No 1605/2002.

4. The provisions of Title II of the second part of Regulation (EC) No 1605/2002 shall
apply to assistance under the Fund.

Article 11

Equality between men and women

The Member States and the Commission shall ensure that equality between men and women
and the integration of a gender perspective are promoted during the various stages of
implementing the Fund, including the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation
stages.

The Member States shall ensure that operations to enhance the role of women in the fisheries
sector are promoted.
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CHAPTER IV

Financial framework

Article 12

Resources and concentration

1. The resources available for commitment from the Fund for the period 2007 to 2013
shall be EUR 4 963 million at 2004 prices in accordance with the annual breakdown
shown at Annex .

2. 0.8 % of the resources referred to in the above paragraph shall be devoted to the

technical assistance for the Commission s defined in Article 45.

3. For the purpose of their programming and subsequent inclusion in the general budget
of the European Communities, the amounts referred to in paragraph 1 shall be
indexed as from [....] at[....] per year.

4. The breakdown of budgetary resources provided for in paragraph 1 and not allocated

in accordance with paragraph 2 above shall be such as to achieve a significant
concentration on the regions concerned by the Convergence Objective.

5. The Commission ensures that total annual allocations from the Fund for any Member
State pursuant to this Regulation, and from the ERDF and the ESF pursuant to the
Regulation (EC) No (....)including the contribution of the ERDF to the financing of
the cross-border strand of the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument
pursuant to Regulation (EC) No (....) and of the Instrument for Pre-Accession
pursuant to Regulation (EC) No (....) and from European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development (EAFRD) pursuant to Regulation (EC) No (...) originating from the
EAGGF Guidance section contributing to the Convergence objective, shall not
exceed 4% of that Member State’s GDP, as estimated at the time of the adoption of
the inter-institutional agreement.

The Regulations of the financial instruments mentioned other that the European
Fisheries Fund include a similar provision.

Article 13

Financial distribution

The Commission shall make indicative breakdowns by Member State of the commitment
appropriations available for the programming period 2007 to 2013, while separating out the
share contributing to the Convergence objective, using the following objective criteria: the
size of the fisheries sector in the Member State, the scale of adjustment need to the fishing
effort, the level of employment in the fishing sector and the continuity of measures in hand.
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TITLE 11

STRATEGIC GUIDELINES

CHAPTER1
STRATEGIC GUIDELINES
Article 14

Community strategic guidelines

The Community strategic guidelines for the development of the Common Fisheries
Policy establish a framework for the preparation and the implementation of the Fund.
They provide the reference framework for the contribution of the Fund to the
implementation of the National Strategic plan refereed to in Article 15.

The Council shall, at Community level adopt the strategic guidelines for the
sustainable development of the fisheries and aquaculture sector and the Community’s
coastal fishing areas for the period from 2007 to 2013.

These guidelines shall define the priorities for assistance within this axis as defined
in Title IV of this Regulation.

The Community strategic guidelines are adopted with the procedure laid down in
Article 37 of the Treaty at the latest three months after the entry into force of this
Regulation.

The guidelines shall be subject, if necessary, to mid-term review on the basis of the
strategic evaluation in accordance with Article 48(4).

CHAPTER 11

National strategic plan

Article 15

National strategic plan

Within three months following the adoption of the strategic guidelines, before
submitting the operational programme, each Member State shall adopt a national
strategic plan covering the fisheries sector.
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The national strategic plan, following close consultation with the partners shall be
submitted to the Commission, taking into account the finding of the evaluation
provided for in Article 47.

The national strategic plan shall be the subject of a dialogue between the Member
Sate and the Commission.

The national strategic plan shall cover all aspects of the Common fisheries policy,
and set out the priorities, objectives and deadlines for its implementation with
particular regard to:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

the reduction of fishing effort and capacity and identifying the resources and
deadlines for attaining the target for the fishery and fleet concerned ;

the development of the aquaculture sector and the processing and marketing
industry ;

the implementation strategy for meeting the requirements for inspection and
control of fishing activities and data and information collection on the CFP ;

the fisheries product supply strategy and the development of fishing activities
outside the Community waters ;

the coastal zone development strategy and the criteria for defining these zones.

Article 16

Content of the national strategic plan

The national strategic plan contains a summary description of:

(a)
(b)
(©)

the state of the fisheries sector as a whole ;
the environmental impact assessment ;

the indicative allocation of the public financial resources available for
implementing the CFP indicating for each national priority for assistance where
necessary the share part-financed by the Fund and the share financed by
national public Funds.
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CHAPTER III

Strategic follow up

Article 17

Strategic report from the Commission and the Member States

The Member States shall submit to the Commission, by 30 April 2011, a report on
the implementation of the national strategic plan summarising the main
developments, trends and challenges including those relating to the implementation
of the strategic guidelines.

By 31 October 2011, the Commission shall submit to the European Parliament, the
Council, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions a
report on the implementation of the national strategic plans and the Community
strategic guidelines.

The Commission shall inform the Fund committee provided for in Article 100.

TITLE III

PROGRAMMING

CHAPTER

General provisions on the Fund

Article 18

Content of the operational programme

The operational programmes shall contain the strategy, the priorities and the specific
objectives with respect to the Common fisheries policy and other common policies.

Assistance shall take the form of operational programmes only. Member States shall
draw up an operational programme at national level on completion of close
consultations with the regional, local, economic and social partners in the fisheries
sector and all other appropriate bodies in accordance with their institutional structure.
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Each operational programme shall contain:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

the priorities as defined in the strategic guidelines, their specific targets
quantified where they lend themselves to quantification, the expected impact
and their consistency with the national strategic plan ;

a summary description of the principal measures envisaged for implementing
the priorities ;

the complementarity with the actions planned under the rural development fund
and the other Structural Funds ;

a financing plan containing two tables :

— the first table shall give a breakdown for each year, in accordance with
Article [...], of the amount of the total financial allocation envisaged for
the contribution from the Fund. The financing plan shall show
separately within the total contribution from the Fund the
appropriations earmarked for the Convergence Objective. The total
contribution from the Fund shall be compatible with the applicable
Financial Perspective ;

— the second table shall specify, for the whole programming period and
for each priority, the amount of the financial allocation envisaged for
the Community contribution and the national public contributions, the
rate of contribution from the Fund for each priority and the amount
allocated to technical assistance. Where necessary, the table shall show
separately the contribution from the Fund provided for Convergence
objective regions together with the national public counterparts.

Operational programs are shall be drawn up in accordance with strategic guidelines
and the national strategic plan.

Article 19

Implementing provisions for the operational programmes

Each Member State shall include in the relevant implementing provisions, in

particular :
(a) the designation by the Member States of all the authorities provided for in
Article 57 ;
(b) a description of the procedures for managing operational programmes provided
for in Article 58 ;
(c) actions aimed at improving and modernising the administrative structures for

implementing the Common fisheries policy and strengthening the
administrative capacity for the management and inspection of the Fund ;
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(d) a description of evaluation and monitoring systems as well as the composition

of the Monitoring Committee provided for in Articles 46 and 61 to 63
respectively ;

(e) the procedures for inspecting the implementation of the operational programme

provided for in Article 60 ;

® a definition of procedures for mobilisation and circulation of financial flows in

order to ensure their transparency ;

(2) the arrangements for ensuring, in accordance with Article 50, that the

operational programmes are publicised ;

(h) a description of the procedures agreed between the Commission and the

Member State for the exchange of computerised data to meet the payment,
monitoring and evaluation requirements laid down in this Regulation ;

(1) The designation of the independent inspection body referred to in Article

69(3),.

For each of the forms of assistance provided for in Title IV, the Member States shall
determine in their operational programme the conditions and procedures for their
application. The programme shall in particular indicate clearly the purpose of each
measure planned.

Article 20

Preparation and approval

Each Member State shall draw up an operational programme at national level
following close consultation with the partners. It shall be transmitted to the
Commission within three months following the adoption by the Member State of its
national strategic plan.

The Commission shall appraise the proposed operational programme to determine
whether it contributes to the objectives and priorities defined in the Community
strategic guidelines and the national strategic plan, taking into account the ex-ante
evaluation referred to in Article 47.

Where the Commission considers that an operational programme is not consistent
with the Community strategic guidelines or the national strategic plan, it shall ask the
Member State to revise the proposed programme accordingly.

The Commission shall approve each operational programme at the latest five months
after it has been submitted formally by the Member State provided the operational
programme is drawn up in accordance with Article 18.
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Article 21

Duration and review

Operational programmes shall cover the period between 1 January 2007 and 31
December 2013.

Each operational programme shall be re-examined where a difficulty has arisen in
implementation or if there have been significant strategic changes or for reasons of
sound management and, if necessary, revised for the rest of the period on the
initiative of the Member State or the Commission, after approval by the Monitoring
Committee provided for in Article 61. Revisions shall take account in particular of
the Commission annual reports and any conclusions of the annual examination,
particularly to revise or strengthen the priorities of the common fisheries policy and
the finding and conclusions on the mid-term evaluation provided for in Article 48.

The Commission shall adopt a decision on requests to review operational
programmes within three months of formal submission of the request by the
Member State.

Article 22

Cumulation and overlap

During the eligibility period an operation shall qualify for a contribution from one Fund or
one Community financial instrument only. The Member States shall ensure that this provision
is observed.

TITLE IV

AXES PRIORITAIRES

CHAPTER 1

PRIRORITY AXIS 1 MEASURES FOR THE ADAPTATION OF THE COMMUNITY

FISHING FLEET

Article 23

Scope

The Fund shall contribute to financing:
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(a) public aid for ship owners and crews affected by national plans to adjust
fishing effort where these form part of the following:

— recovery plans as referred to in Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No
2371/2002 ;

— emergency measures as referred to in Articles 7 and 8 of Regulation
(EC) No 2371/2002 ;

— national effort adjustment plans following the non-renewal of a
fisheries agreement between the Community and a third country or a
substantial cut in fishing opportunities under an international agreement
or other arrangement ;

— management plans as referred to in Article 6 of Regulation (EC) No
2371/2002 ;

— national plans for exit from the fleet with a maximum duration of two
years as part of the obligations laid down in Articles 11 to 16 of
Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002 on the adjustment of the capacity of the
Community fishing fleet.

(b) investments on board vessels in accordance with Article 27.
(c) socio-economic compensation in support of fleet management, including
professional training.

Article 24

Programming of fishing effort adjustment

Each Member State shall lay down in its strategic national plan its policy for
adjusting fishing effort. It shall accord priority to the financing of the operations
referred to in Article 23 (a) first indent.

National fishing effort adjustment plans provided for in Article 23 (a) first indent
shall include measures for the permanent cessation of fishing activities in accordance
with the provisions of Article 25.

They may also include temporary cessation measures in accordance with Article 26
and all other relevant measures in this Chapter.

In the regions covered by the Convergence Objective, the national fishing effort
adjustment plans shall include the socio-economic compensation provided for in
Article 28.

In the regions not covered by the Convergence Objective, the Member States shall be

required to present national socio-economic supporting measures in the national
fishing effort adjustment plans.
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The duration of the national fishing effort adjustment plans referred to in Article 23
(a) shall not exceed two years.

In the cases provided for in Article 23 (a), first, second and fourth indent, the
national plans shall be adopted by the Member States within two months following
the date of the Council or Commission decision.

In the cases provided for in Article 23 (a), third indent, the Member States shall
adopt the restructuring plans for the vessels and fishermen affected within two
months following the notification from the Commission.

Article 25

Public aid for permanent cessation

The Fund shall provide assistance for the part-financing of the permanent cessation
of fishing activities of vessels provided it forms part of a fishing effort adjustment
plan referred to in Article 23 (a). The definitive cessation of fishing activities of a
vessel may be achieved only by the scrapping of the vessel or its re-assignment for
non-profit making purposes

Public aid for definitive cessation paid to the owners of vessels shall apply to the
vessel’s fishing capacity and, where appropriate, to the fishing rights associated with
it.

To facilitate the implementation of national fishing effort adjustment plans the
Member States may make public calls for tenders or calls for proposals.

The Member States may also set the level of public aids taking into account the best
cost/effectiveness ratio on the basis of one or more of the following objective
criteria:

(a) the price of the fishing vessel recorded on the national market or its insurance
value ;

(b) the turnover of the vessel ;

(©) the age of the vessel and its tonnage or engine power expressed in GT or kW
respectively.

Each year the Member States shall communicate in the annual implementing report
provided for in Article 65 the results achieved in implementing their national fishing
effort adjustment plans. The results shall be measured using relevant indicators
defined in the operational programmes.
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Article 26

Public aid for temporary cessation

In the context of the fishing effort adjustment plans referred to in Article 23 (a), first,
second and fourth indent, the Fund may contribute to the financing of aid measures
for the temporary cessation of fishing activities for fishermen and the owners of
vessels for a maximum period of one year, which may be extended by a year.

These temporary cessation measures shall accompany a fishing effort adjustment
plan ensuring within two years a permanent reduction in capacity equal at least to the
reduction in fishing effort resulting from the temporary cessation.

The Fund may contribute to the financing of temporary cessation allowances to
fishermen and the owners of vessels for a maximum period of six months in the
event of a natural disaster or other exceptional occurrence which is not the result of
resource conservation measures.

Each year the Member States shall communicate in the annual implementing report
provided for in Article 65 the results achieved in implementing the temporary
cessation measures.

A recurrent seasonal suspension of fishing shall not be taken into account for the
grant of allowances or payments under this Regulation.

Article 27

Investments on board fishing vessels and selectivity

The Fund may contribute to the financing of equipment:

(a) provided for in Article 11(5) of Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002 ;

(b) making it possible for catches to be kept on board the discarding of which is no
longer authorised ;

(©) as part of pilot projects covering the preparation or trial of new technical
measures for a limited period to be set by the Council or the Commission ;

(d) for reducing the impact of fishing on habitats and the sea bottom and on non-

commercial species excluding fishing gear.

The Fund may contribute to the financing of investments to achieve the selectivity of
fishing gear provided that the vessel concerned is affected by a recovery plan
referred to in Article 23(a), first indent, is changing fishing method, and is leaving
the fishery concerned to go to another fishery where the state of the resource makes
fishing possible and that the investment only concerns the first replacement of the
fishing gear.
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In addition to the cases described in paragraph 2, the Fund may contribute to the
financing of the first replacement of fishing gear provided that the new gear is more
selective and meets recognised environmental criteria and practices which go beyond
existing regulatory obligations.

Article 27a

Small-scale coastal fishing

For the purposes of this Article, ‘small-scale coastal fishing” means fishing carried
on by fishing vessels of an overall length of less than 12 metres and not using towed
gear as listed in table 2, Annex I of Commission Regulation (EC) No 26/2004 of 30
December 2003 regarding the fishing vessels register of the Community('?).

Where the Fund provides financing for measures under Article 27 of this Regulation
in favour of small-scale coastal fishing the private financial participation rate shown
in group 2 of the table in Annex II shall be reduced by 20%.

Where the Fund provides financing for measures under Article 28 of this Regulation
the rates shown in group 3 of Annex II shall be applied.

The Fund may contribute to the payment of premiums for fishermen and vessel
owners involved in small-scale coastal fishing in order to:

— Improve management and control of access conditions to certain fishing areas;

— Promote the organisation of the production, processing and marketing chain of
fisheries products;

— Promote voluntary steps to reduce fishing effort for the conservation of resources;

— Use technological innovations (more selective fishing techniques which go
beyond the relevant regulatory requirements) that do not increase fishing effort;

The rates laid down in group 3 of the table of Annex II of this Regulation shall be applied.

Article 28

Socio-economic compensation for the management of the fleet

The Fund may contribute to the financing of socio-economic measures proposed by
the Member States for fishermen affected by developments in fishing and which
involve:

(a) the diversification of activities with a view to promoting multiple jobs for

people actively employed in the fishing sector ;

OJL5,9.1.2004, p. 25.
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(b) schemes for retraining in occupations outside sea fishing ;

(c) early departure from the fishing sector, including early retirement.

The Fund may also contribute to the financing of training measures and training
incentives for young fishermen who wish to become owners of a fishing vessel for
the first time.

CHAPTER 11

PRIORITY AXIS 2 AQUACULTURE, PROCESSING AND MARKETING OF

FISHERY AND AQUACULTURE PRODUCTS
Article 29

Investments in aquaculture

The Fund may support investments in aquaculture under the specific objectives to be
included in the national strategic plans provided for in Article 15.

Such investments may cover the construction, extension, equipment and
modernisation of production installations, in particular with a view to improving
conditions relating to hygiene, human or animal health and product quality, or
reducing negative impact on the environment. Transfer of the ownership of a
business shall not be eligible for Community aid.

Where investments are realised for the purpose of guaranteeing compliance with the
Community standards recently introduced on the environment, human or animal
health, hygiene or animal welfare, aid may be granted with a view to guaranteeing
compliance with those new standards only within the time limits set by Community
legislation.

The Fund shall not assist investments aimed at increasing the production of products
which do not find normal market outlets or which could have adverse effects on the
policy for conservation of fishing resources.

Aid shall not be granted to projects as provided for in Annex II to Directive
85/337/EEC" in respect of which the information laid down in Annex IV to that
Directive has not been provided.

13

Council Directive 85/337/EEC of 27 June 1985 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and
private projects on the environment (OJ L 175, 5.7.1985, p. 40). Directive as last amended by Directive
2003/35/EC (OJ L 156, 25.6.2003, p. 17).
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Article 30

Eligible measures

The Fund shall assist investments helping to realise one or more of the following

objectives:

(a) diversification towards new species and production of species_with good
market prospects ;

(b) implementation of breeding methods substantially reducing environmental
impact when compared with normal practice in the fisheries sector ;

(©) support for traditional aquaculture activities important for preserving both the
economic and social fabric and the environment;

(d) measures of common interest relating to aquaculture as provided for in Chapter
III of this Title and vocational training ;

(e) compensating for the use of aquaculture production methods helping to protect
the environment and conserve nature ;

) implementation of public and animal health measures.

Investment aid shall be reserved for micro and small businesses.

Article 31

Supporting aqua-environmental measures

The Fund may assist in granting compensation for the use of aquaculture production
methods helping to protect and improve the environment and to conserve nature in
order to meet Community objectives relating to fishing and the environment.

The purpose of the support is to promote:

(a)

(b)

(©)

forms of aquaculture comprising protection and enhancement of the
environment, natural resources, genetic diversity, and management of the
landscape and traditional features of aquaculture zones ;

participation in the Community eco-management and audit scheme created by
Regulation (EC) No 761/2001 of the European Parliament and the Council'* ;

organic aquaculture within the meaning of Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91".

OJL 114,24.42001, p. 1.

Council Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91 of 24 June 1991 on organic production of agricultural products
and indications referring thereto on agricultural products and foodstuffs (OJ L 198, 22.7.1991, p. 1).
Regulation as last amended by Regulation (EC) No 392/2004 of 24 February 2004 (OJ L 65, 3.3.2004).
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In order to receive grants under this Article, promoters of projects must commit
themselves to aqua-environmental requirements for a minimum of five years which
go beyond the mere application of normal good aquaculture practice. The benefits of
such commitments must be demonstrated by an ex ante impact assessment to be
conducted by a body designated by the Member State.

The maximum annual amount of public aid granted as compensation for an aqua-
environmental undertaking shall be defined each year by the Member State in its
operational programme on the basis of the following criteria:

(a)
(b)

(c)

the loss of revenue incurred ;

the additional cost which may result from the application of aqua-
environmental methods, and

the need to provide a financial support for carrying out the project.

Article 32

Public and animal health measures

The Fund may assist:

(a)

(b)

in granting shellfish farmers compensation for the temporary suspension of
farmed mollusc harvesting. The maximum duration for which compensation
may be granted shall be six months over the entire period 2007-2013. The
compensation may be granted where contamination of molluscs owing to the
proliferation of toxin-producing plankton or the presence of plankton
containing biotoxins entails, for public health protection purposes, suspension
of the harvest :

— for more than four month consecutively or ;

— where the loss suffered as a result of suspension of the harvest amounts
to more than 35% of the annual turnover of the business concerned,
calculated on the basis of the average turnover of the business over the
preceding three years.

finance for the eradication of pathological risks in aquaculture where a
slaughter plan is approved by the Commission under the terms of Decision
90/424/EEC'.

Council Decision 90/424/EEC of 26 June 1990 on expenditure in the veterinary field. Decision as last
amended by Directive 2003/99 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 November 2003
(OJ L 325,12.12.2003, p.31).
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Article 33

Investments in processing and marketing

The Fund may support, under the specific strategies to be included in the national
strategic plans, investments in processing for direct human consumption and in the
marketing of fishery and aquaculture products. This aid is restricted to micro and
small enterprises.

Such investments may cover the construction, extension, equipment and
modernisation of businesses, in particular with a view to improving conditions
relating to hygiene, human or animal health and product quality, or reducing negative
impact on the environment. Transfer of the ownership of a business shall not be
eligible for Community aid.

Where investments are realised for the purpose of guaranteeing compliance with the
Community standards recently introduced on the environment, human or animal
health, hygiene or animal welfare, aid may be granted with a view to guaranteeing
compliance with those new standards only within the time limits set by Community
legislation.

Article 34

Eligible measures

The Fund shall assist investments in the field of processing and marketing for the
construction, extension, fitting out and modernisation of firms.

Investment under the paragraph 1 shall contribute to preserving or increasing
employment in the fisheries sector and to achieving one or more of the following
objectives:

(a) improving working conditions and vocational training ;

(b) improving and monitoring public health and hygiene conditions or product
quality ;

(©) reducing negative impacts on the environment ;

(d)  helping to improve the use of little-used species, by-products and waste ;

(e) applying new technologies, or developing e-commerce ;

® marketing products mainly originating in landings from the local fleet.

Community aid shall not be granted to investments relating to the retail trade.
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CHAPTER III

PRIORITY AXIS 3 MEASURES OF COLLECTIVE INTEREST

Article 35

Principles for Assistance

The Fund may assist collective actions of limited duration which would not normally be
supported by private enterprise and which are implemented with the active support of
operators themselves or by organisations acting on behalf of producers or other organisations
recognised by the Managing Authority and which help to meet the objectives of the common
fisheries policy.

Article 36

Collective action
The fund shall support collective actions which aim to:

(a) contribute sustainably to better management or conservation of resources, or to
the transparency of markets in fishery and aquaculture products, or

(b) involve collective investments in the development of breeding sites, in waste
treatment or in the purchase of production, processing or marketing equipment
or,

(c) promote partnership between scientists and operators in the fisheries sector. or,

(d) contribute to the objectives laid down in Article 27a(4) of this Regulation.

Article 37

Measures intended to protect and develop aquatic fauna

1. The Fund may assist actions of collective interest intended to protect and develop
aquatic fauna, excluding direct restocking. The actions must contribute to enhancing
the aquatic environment

2. These actions shall relate to the installation of static or mobile installations intended

to protect and develop aquatic fauna or to rehabilitate inland waterways, including
spawning grounds and migration routes for migratory species.

3. The actions must be implemented by public or semi-public bodies, recognised trade
organisations or other bodies appointed for that purpose by the Managing authority.
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Article 38

Fishing ports

The Fund may support investments in fishing ports of interest to all the fishermen
using the port and helping to improve the services offered to the fishermen.

The investments shall relate to:

(a)

(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)

improving the conditions under which fishery products are landed, processed
and stored in the ports ;

the provision of fuel, ice, water and electricity ;
fishing vessel maintenance and repair equipment ;

improvement of quays in order to improve safety during the landing or loading
of products ;

computerised management of fishing activities.

Article 39

Promotion and development of new markets

The Fund may support collective actions intended to implement a policy of quality
and value enhancement, promotion or development of new markets for fishery and
aquaculture products.

The actions may not be aimed at trademarks or make reference to specific countries
or geographical areas, except in the case of products recognised under the terms of
Council Regulation (EEC) No 2081/9217.

The investments shall relate to:

(a)
(b)

(©)
(d)

conducting national and transnational promotion campaigns ;

the disposal of surplus or underexploited species which are discarded or of no
commercial interest ;

implementation of a quality policy for fishery and aquaculture products ;

promotion of products obtained using methods with low impact on the
environment ;

Regulation of 14 July 1992 on the protection of geographical indications and designations of origin for
agricultural products and foodstuffs. (OJ L208, 24.7.1992, p. 1). Regulation as last amended by
Regulation (EC) No 806/2003 of 14 April 2003 (OJ L122, 16.5.2003, p. 1).
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(e) promotion of products recognised under the terms of Regulation (EEC)
No 2081/92 ;

§)) quality certification ;

(2) labelling, including the labelling of products caught using environmentally
friendly fishing methods ;

(h)  product promotion campaigns or campaigns to improve the image of the
fisheries sector ;

(1) implementation of market surveys.
Article 40
Pilot projects
1. The Fund may support pilot projects aimed at acquiring and disseminating new

technical knowledge and carried out by an economic operator, a recognised trade
association or any other competent body designated for that purpose by the
Managing authority, in partnership with a scientific or technical body.

2. The pilot projects provided for in the previous paragraph should:

(a) test, under near-actual conditions in the production sector, the technical or
financial viability of an innovative technology with the aim of acquiring and
disseminating technical or financial knowledge of the technology tested ;

(b) enable tests to be carried out on management plans and fishing effort allocation
plans, including, if necessary, the establishment of no-fishing zones, in order to
evaluate the biological and financial consequences, and experimental
restocking.

A pilot project shall always include adequate scientific follow-up in order to yield
significant results.

3. The results of projects financed under paragraph 1 shall be the subject of technical
reports available to the public.

Article 41

Modification or reassignment of fishing vessels

The Fund may support the modification of fishing vessels for exclusively training or research
purposes in the fisheries sector by public or semi-public bodies, under the flag of a Member
State.

The Fund may support actions to reassign a fishing vessel permanently to non profit-making
activities outside professional fishing.

35

EN



EN

CHAPTER III

PRORITY AXIS 4 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF COASTAL FISHING
AREAS

Article 42

Scope of assistance

The Fund shall provide assistance, in addition to the other Community instruments,
for the sustainable development and improvement of the quality of life of coastal
fishing areas eligible as part of an overall strategy which seeks to support the
implementation of the objectives of the common fisheries policy, in particular taking

account of its socio-economic consequences.

The measures for the sustainable development of coastal fishing areas shall seek to:

(a) maintain the economic and social prosperity of these areas and value to

fisheries and aquaculture products ;

(b)  maintain and develop jobs in coastal fishing areas through support for
diversification or the economic and social restructuring of areas faced with

socio-economic difficulties as a result of changes in the fisheries sector ;

(©) promote the quality of the coastal environment ;

(d) support and develop cooperation between national and transnational coastal

fishing areas.

Each Member States shall include in its operational programme a list of the areas

eligible for support from the Fund under sustainable development of coastal areas.

A fisheries coastal area is generally smaller than NUTS III, with a sea or lake shore,
or including a river estuary which has links with fisheries. The area should be
reasonably be coherent from a geographical and oceanographical, economic and

social view point.

The area should have low population density shall, a significant level of employment
in the fisheries sector, fishing shall be in decline, and there shall be no municipality

with more than 100 000 inhabitants.

The Member State shall inform the Commission of the eligible areas under paragraph

3.
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Article 43

Eligible measures

Support for the sustainable development of coastal fishing areas may be granted for:

(a) restructuring and re-directing economic activities, in particular by promoting
green tourism, provided these actions do not result in an increase in fishing
effort ;

(b) diversifying activities through the promotion of multiple employment for
people actively employed in the fisheries sector, through the creation of
additional or replacement jobs outside the fisheries sector ;

(©) local commercial exploitation of sea food ;

(d) supporting slam fisheries related installation and promoting tourist activities ;

(e) protecting the marine, lake and coastal environment to maintain its

attractiveness, regenerating and developing coastal hamlets and villages and
protecting and capitalising on the natural and architectural heritage ;

) re-establishing production potential in the fisheries sector when damaged by

natural or industrial disasters ;

(2) support for inter-regional and trans-national cooperation among actors in

coastal fishing areas, mainly through networking and disseminating best
practice ;

(h) acquiring organising and presentational skills for the preparation and

implementation of the local development strategy.

The Fund may finance, on a secondary basis, up to a maximum of 15% of the axis
involved, measures to promote and improve professional skills, worker adaptability
and access to employment, particularly to women, provided that these measures are
an integral part of a sustainable development strategy for coastal areas and that they
have a direct link with the measures described in the first paragraph.

Support granted under paragraph 1 may not involve the renewal or modernisation of
fishing vessels.

Beneficiaries of support provided for in points (a) and (b) of the first paragraph and
paragraph 2 of this Article should be either persons employed in the fisheries sector
or persons with a job dependant on the sector.

If a measure under this Article is also eligible under another Community support

instrument, the Member State shall make clear in drawing up its programme whether
it is supported by the Fund or by another Community support instrument.

37

EN



Article 44

Participation in the sustainable development for coastal fishing areas

Actions to assist sustainable development of coastal fishing areas shall be
implemented on a given territory by a group of local public or private partners set up
for this purpose, hereafter called the ‘coastal action group’ (CAG). Each CAG,
established in accordance with the law of the Member State concerned, shall be
selected transparently following a public call for proposals.

Operation carried out on the initiative of CAGs shall be the responsibility of the
private sector for a least two third of the projects.

The CAGs may qualify for support from the Fund provided that they carry out
integrated local development actions based on a bottom up process and applied in a
given territory or to a specific category of persons or type of projects. The Member
State shall ensure that the CAG has sufficient administrative and financial capacity to
administer the forms of assistance and successfully complete the planned operations.

The territory covered by the CAG should be consistent and have sufficient critical
mass in terms of human, financial and economic resources to support a viable
development strategy.

The CAGs in a given Member State or region, depending on the specific nature of
the institutional structure, shall form a joint association with statutes which guarantee
their proper functioning.

CHAPTER V

PRIORITY AXIS S TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Article 45

Technical assistance

At the initiative of and/or on behalf of the Commission, subject to a ceiling of 0.80%
of its annual allocation, the Fund may finance the preparatory, monitoring,
administrative and technical support, evaluation, audit and inspection measures
necessary for implementing this Regulation. These actions are executed in
accordance with Article 53(2) of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 and any
other provisions of that Regulation and of its implementing rules applicable to this
form of execution of the budget.

Those actions shall include:

(a) studies linked to the drawing up of the strategic guidelines of the Community
and the Commission’s annual report ;
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(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

®

(2

evaluations, expert reports, statistics and studies, including those of a general
nature concerning the operation of the Funds ;

measures aimed at the partners, the beneficiaries of assistance from the Fund
and the general public, including information measures ;

measures to disseminate information, networking, raise awareness, promote
cooperation and exchange experiences throughout the Community ;

the installation, operation and interconnection of computerised systems for
management, monitoring, inspection and evaluation ;

improvements in evaluation methods and the exchange of information on
practices in this field ;

the establishment of trans-national and Community networks of actors in the
sustainable development of coastal fishing zones with a view to encouraging
the exchange of experience and best practice, stimulating and implementing
trans-regional and trans-national cooperation and the dissemination of
information.

At the initiative of the Member States, the Fund may finance under each operational
programme actions relating to the preparation, management, monitoring, evaluation,
publicity, control and audit of assistance to operational programmes up to a limit of
5% of the total amount of each operational programme.

At the initiative of the Member States, the Fund may also finance actions under each
operational programme relating to improving the administrative capacities of the
Member States all of whose regions are eligible under the Convergence Objective.

TITLEV

EFFECTIVENESS OR AND PUBLICITY FOR ASSISTANCE

CHAPTER

EVALUATION OF OPERATIONAL PROGRAMMES

Article 46

General provisions

The operational programmes shall be subject to ex ante, interim and ex post
evaluations under the provisions of Articles 47 to 49.
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Evaluations shall aim to improve the quality and effectiveness of Fund assistance and
the implementation of the operational programmes. They shall also appraise their
impact with respect to the strategic guidelines of the Community, the national
strategic plans and the specific problems affecting the Member States while taking
account of the needs of sustainable development in the fisheries sector and the
environmental impact.

The effectiveness of Fund assistance shall be appraised on the basis of the following
criteria:

(a) the overall impact of the Fund on the objectives set out in Article 4 of this

regulation ;

(b) the impact of the priorities built into the programmes.

The evaluation activities provided for in paragraph 1 shall be organised under the
responsibility of the Member States or the Commission, as appropriate, in
accordance with the principle of proportionality and on the basis of a partnership
between the Commission and the Member State.

The Member States shall provide the human and financial resources necessary for
carrying out evaluations, organise the production and gathering of the necessary data
and use the various types of information provided by the monitoring system.

The Commission decides the evaluation methods and standards to be applied in
accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 100(3).

Evaluation shall be carried out by independent assessors. The results shall be
published, unless the authority responsible for the evaluation expressly objects, in
accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European
Parliament and the Council.18

Evaluations shall be financed from the budget for technical assistance of the
operational programmes if they are carried out under the responsibility of the
Member State and from the budget for technical assistance of the Commission if they
are carried out under its responsibility.

Article 47

Ex ante evaluation

The ex ante evaluation shall aim to ensure the coherence between the strategic
guidelines of the Community, the national strategic plans and the operational
programmes as well as to optimise the allocation of budgetary resources to the
operational programmes and to improve programming quality

18

JO L 145, 31.5.2003, p. 43.
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Member States shall carry out an ex ante-evaluation at the level of the operational
programme in accordance with the principle of proportionality, and in conformity
with the evaluation methods and standards to be defined under the procedure
provided for in article 46(5).

Article 48

Interim evaluation

The interim evaluation shall aim to examine the effectiveness of all or part of the
operational programme with the aim of adjusting it to improve the quality of
assistance and its implementation.

Interim evaluations shall be performed for an operational programme in accordance
with the principle of proportionality on the basis of and a calendar which makes it
possible to take account of the findings in case the programme is extended.

Interim evaluations shall be organised under the responsibility of the Member States
and on the initiative of the managing authorities in consultation with the Commission
in accordance with the evaluation methods and standards to be defined under the
procedure provided for in Article 46(5). They are forwarded to the monitoring
committee of the operational programme and to the Commission.

The Commission proceeds to an interim evaluation of the implementation of the
strategic guidelines of the Community on the basis of a calendar permitting the use
of results in every decision concerning the continuation of the programming.

Article 49

Ex post evaluation

Ex post evaluation examines the degree of utilisation of resources, the effectiveness
and efficiency of the operational programme and its impact in relation to the general
objectives set out in Article 4 and the strategic guidelines of the Community. It shall
identify the factors which contributed to the success or failure of the implementation
of the operational programmes, including from the viewpoint of sustainability, and
best practices.

The ex post evaluation shall be performed on the initiative and under the
responsibility of the Commission in consultation with the Member State and the
managing authority, which shall collect the information necessary for its
implementation.

The ex post evaluation shall be completed no later than 31 December 2015.
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CHAPTER 11

Information and publicity

Article 50

Information and publicity

The Member States shall provide information on and publicise co-financed
programmes and operations. The information shall be intended to European citizens.
It shall aim to highlight the role of the Community and ensure that assistance from
the Funds is transparent.

The Managing authority shall be responsible:

(a)

(b)
(c)

to ensure that the operational programme is publicised to potential
beneficiaries, trade associations, economic and social partners, organisations
promoting equal rights and opportunities, non-governmental organisations in
the environmental sector and non-governmental organisations involved in the
fisheries sector. The Managing authority shall inform them about the
opportunities offered by the assistance and the rules and methods governing
access to financing ;

to inform the beneficiaries of the amount of Community co-financing ;

to inform European citizens about the role played by the Community in the
operational programmes and their results, and also ensuring that beneficiaries
inform European citizens of that role.

The Member States shall notify the Commission each year of the initiatives
undertaken for the purposes of this Article.
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TITLEV

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION BY THE FUND

CHAPTER

CONTRIBUTION BY THE FUND

Article 51

Public aid intensity

The maximum intensity of public aid is set out in the table in Annex II to this Regulation.

EN

Article 52

Contribution by the Fund

The decision adopting an operational programme shall set the maximum contribution
of the Fund for each priority.

The Fund contribution shall be calculated in relation to the entirety of public
expenditure.

The Fund contribution shall be established per priority. It shall be subject to the
following ceilings:

(a) 75% of public expenditure part-financed by the Fund in regions eligible under
the Convergence Objective ;

(b) 50% of public expenditure for operational programmes in other regions not
eligible under the Convergence Objective ;

(c) 85% of public expenditure for that part of operational programmes concerning
the outermost regions and the outlying Greek islands.

By derogation from the ceilings listed in paragraph 3, Fund assistance shall be

(a) 85% of public expenditure for actions falling under Article 23(a) first indent in
regions covered by the Convergence Objective ;

(b) 65% of public expenditure for actions falling under Article 23(a) first indent
for those regions outside the Convergence Objective.

The minimum Fund contribution per priority shall be 20% of public expenditure.
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Technical assistance measures implemented on the initiative or on behalf of the
Commission may be financed at the rate of 100%.

6. The overall amount of support granted to an operation by the Fund and by other aids
granted by the Community budget may not exceed 90% of the public expenditure
allocated assistance to the operation.

Article 53

Non Accumulation

A priority or operation may, during the period of eligibility, benefit from contributions from
no more than one Community Fund at a time. An operation may benefit from contributions
from no more than one operational programme at a time.

Article 54

Eligibility of expenditure

1. Expenditure shall be eligible for a contribution from the Fund if it has actually been
incurred by the beneficiary for carrying out an operation between 1 January 2007 and
31 December 2015. Operations co-financed must not have been completed before the
starting date for eligibility.

2. Expenditure shall be eligible for a contribution from the Fund only if it has been
incurred for operations decided on by the managing authority of the operational
programme concerned or under its responsibility in accordance with criteria set in
advance by the monitoring committee.

A new expenditure, introduced during the review of an operational programme, shall
be eligible from the date of the receipt by the Commission of the request for
modification of the operational programme.

3. The rules on eligibility of expenditure shall be laid down at at national level subject
to the exceptions provided in this Regulation.

4. The following expenditure is not eligible :
(a) VAT ;
(b) debt interest ;

(c) purchase of land for an amount higher than 10% of total eligible expenditure
for the action concerned ;

(d) accommodation.

5. Provisions in paragraphs 1 to 3 of this Article shall be without prejudice to the
provisions of Article 45.
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Article 55

Durability of operations

The Member State or managing authority shall ensure that an operation retains the
contribution from the Funds only if that operation does not, within seven years of the
date of the financing decision of the competent national authorities or the Managing
authority, undergo a substantial modification:

(a) affecting its nature or its implementation conditions or giving to a firm or a
public body an undue advantage ;

(b) resulting either from a change in the nature of ownership of an item of
infrastructure or the cessation or relocation of a productive activity.

The Managing authority shall inform the Commission of any such modification
provided for in paragraph 1.

Amounts unduly paid shall be recovered in accordance with Title VIII, chapter II.

The Member State shall ensure that undertakings from which sums are recovered in
accordance with paragraph 3 do not benefit from a contribution from the Fund..

TITLE VI

MANAGEMENT, MONITORING AND CONTROLS

CHAPTER

Management and control system

Article 56

General principles of the management and control systems

The management and control systems of operational programmes set up by Member
States shall provide for:

(a) a clear definition of the functions of the bodies concerned in management and
control and a clear allocation of functions within each body ;

(b) a clear separation of functions between bodies concerned in the management,
certification of expenditure and control, and within each body ;

(c) adequate resources for each body to carry out the functions which have been
assigned to it ;

45

EN



EN

(d) effective internal audit arrangements ;

(e) reliable accounting, monitoring and financial reporting systems, which shall be
in computerised form ;

® an effective system of reporting and monitoring where the performance of
tasks is delegated ;

(g)  the existence of manuals of procedures for the functions to be performed ;

(h) effective arrangements for auditing the proper operation of the system ;

(1) systems and procedures to ensure an adequate audit trail.

The measures laid down in points b), ¢), d), f), g) and h) shall be proportionate to
public expenditure under the operational programme concerned.

Article 57

Designation of authorities
For each operational programme the Member State shall designate the following:

a) a managing authority: an authority, or public or private national, regional or
local body designated by the Member State, or the Member State itself when it
carries out that task, to manage an operational programme ;

b) a certifying authority: a body or local, regional or national authority designated
by the Member State to certify declarations of expenditure and applications for
payment before they are sent to the Commission ;

c) an Audit Authority: a body operationally independent of the managing
authority and the certifying authority designated by the Member State for each
operational programme and responsible for verifying the sound operation of the
management and control system.

In addition to the authorities referred to in paragraph 1, the Member State shall also
designate a competent body for receiving the payments made by the Commission and
a body or bodies responsible for making payments to the beneficiaries.

The Member State shall lay down rules governing its relations with those authorities
and bodies and their relations with the Commission. Without prejudice to this
Regulation, the Member State shall lay down the mutual relations of those
authorities, which shall carry out their tasks in full accordance with the institutional,
legal and financial systems of the Member State concerned.

Subject to Article 56(1)(b) several or all management, payment, certification and
inspection functions may be carried out by the same body.
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Article 58

Functions of the Managing authority

1. The Managing authority shall be responsible for managing and implementing the
operational programme efficiently, effectively and correctly and in particular for:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

®

(2

(h)

(@)

W)

ensuring that operations are selected for funding in accordance with the criteria
applicable to the operational programme and that they comply, for their whole
implementation period, with applicable Community and national rules ;

verifying the delivery of the co-financed products and services and that the
expenditure declared for operations has actually been incurred and complies
with Community and national rules ;

ensuring that there is a system for recording and storing in computerised form
detailed accounting records of each operation under the operational programme
and that the data on implementation necessary for financial management,
monitoring, control and evaluation is collected ;

ensuring that beneficiaries and other bodies involved in the implementation of
operations maintain either a separate accounting system or an adequate
accounting code for all transactions relating to the operation ;

ensuring that the evaluations of operational programmes referred to in Article
46 are carried out within the time limits laid down in this Regulation and meet
the quality standards agreed between the Commission and the Member State ;

setting up procedures to ensure that all documents regarding expenditure and
checks required to ensure an adequate audit trail are held in accordance with
the requirements of Articles 83 and 93 ;

ensuring that the certifying authority receives all necessary information on the
procedures and checks carried out in relation to expenditure for the purpose of
certification ;

leading the Monitoring Committee and providing it with the documents
required to permit the quality of the implementation of the operational
programme to be monitored in the light of its specific goals ;

drawing up and, after approval by the Monitoring Committee, submitting to the
Commission the annual and final reports on implementation ;

ensuring compliance with the information and publicity requirements laid
down in Article 50.

The Managing authority should have an internal audit function.
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Article 59

Functions of the Certifying Authority
The Certifying Authority of an operational programme shall be responsible in particular for:

1. drawing up and submitting to the Commission certified statements of expenditure
and applications for payment in a computerised form ;

2. certifying that:

(a) the statement of expenditure is accurate, results from reliable accounting
systems and is based on verifiable supporting documents ;

(b) the expenditure declared complies with applicable Community and national
rules and has been incurred in respect of operations selected for funding in
accordance with the criteria applicable to the programme and complying with
the applicable Community and national rules.

3. ensuring for the purposes of certification that it has received adequate information
from the Managing authority on the procedures operated and the controls carried out
in relation to expenditure included in statements of expenditure ;

4. taking account for the purposes of certification of the results of all audits carried out
by or under the responsibility of the Audit Authority ;

5. maintaining accounting records in computerised form of expenditure submitted to the
Commission ;
6. ensuring the recovery of any amounts of Community funds found to have been

unduly paid as a result of irregularities detected, together with interest where
appropriate, keeping an account of amounts recoverable, and repaying to the
Commission amounts recovered by deduction from the next statement of expenditure
where possible.

Article 60

Functions of the Audit Authority

1. The inspection authority of an operational programme shall be responsible in
particular for:

(a) ensuring that audits are carried out in accordance with international audit
standards to verify the effective functioning of the management and control
system of the operational programme ;

(b) ensuring that audits are carried out on operations on an appropriate sample to
verify expenditure declared;
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(©)

(d)

(e)

®

(2

presenting the Commission within six months of the approval of the
operational programme an audit strategy covering the bodies which will
perform the audits referred to under subparagraphs a) and b), the method to be
used , the sampling method for checks on operations, and the indicative
planning of the audits to ensure that the main bodies are audited and that the
audits are spread evenly throughout the programming period ;

where common systems apply in more than one operational programme, a
single combined audit strategy may be submitted under point c);

by 30 June each year from 2008 up to 2016:

(i)  establishing an annual control report setting out the findings of the audits
carried out in accordance with the audit strategy in respect of the
operational programme during the previous year and reporting the
shortcomings found in the systems for the management and control of the
programme. The information concerning 2014 and 2015 may be included
in the final report to accompany the declaration of validity;

(i) issuing an opinion as to whether the management and control system has
operated effectively to give reasonable assurance on the correctness of
the statements of expenditure presented to the Commission during that
year and the legality and regularity of the underlying transactions,

providing the information on the audits and opinions, which can be grouped in
a single report when a common system applies to several operational
programmes;

providing a declaration at the closure of the programme assessing the validity
of the application for payment of the final balance and the legality and
regularity of the underlying transactions covered by the final statement of
expenditure supported by a final control report.

Where the audits referred to in points r (a) and (b) are carried out by a body other the
Audit Authority, the Audit Authority shall ensure that such bodies have the necessary
functional independence and that the work is performed to internationally accepted
audit standards.

CHAPTER 11

Monitoring

Article 61

Monitoring Committee

The Member State shall set up a monitoring committee for each operational programme, in
agreement with the Managing authority after consultation with the partners. Each Monitoring
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Committee shall be set up within three months of the decision approving the operational
programme.

It shall draw up its rules of procedure within the institutional, legal and financial framework
of the Member State concerned and adopt them in agreement with the Managing authority.

Article 62

Composition

1. The Monitoring Committee shall be chaired by a representative of the Member State
or the Managing authority. At its own initiative, a representative of the Commission
may participate in the work of the monitoring committee in an advisory capacity.

2. Its composition shall be decided by the Member State and shall I include the partners
referred to in Article 8 and the Managing Authority .

The Managing authority shall coordinate the Monitoring Committee

Article 63

Tasks

The Monitoring Committee shall satisfy itself as to the effectiveness and quality of the
implementation of the operational programmes .To that end:

(a) it shall consider and approve the criteria for selecting the operations financed
within four months of the approval of the operational programme. The
selection criteria shall be revised in accordance with programming needs ;

(b) it shall periodically review progress made towards achieving the specific
targets of the operational programme on the basis of documents submitted by
the Managing authority ;

(©) it shall examine the results of implementation, particularly achievement of the
targets set for each priority and the interim evaluations referred to in Article
48;

(d) it shall consider and approve the annual and final reports on implementation
referred to in Article 65 before they are sent to the Commission ;

(e) it shall be informed of the annual inspection report and of any comments the
Commission may make after examining that report ;

6] at the initiative of the Member State, it may be informed of the annual report
referred to in Article 17 ;
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(2) it may propose to the Managing authority any adjustment or review of the
operational programme likely to make possible the attainment of the Fund’s
objectives or to improve its management, including its financial management ;

(h) it shall consider and approve any proposal to amend the contents of the
Commission decision on the contribution of the Fund.

Article 64

Arrangements for monitoring

The Managing authority and the Monitoring Committee shall ensure the quality of
implementation of the operational programme.

The Managing authority and the Monitoring Committee shall carry out monitoring
by reference to financial indicators and indicators of implementation, results and
impact defined in the operational programme.

Where the nature of the assistance permits, the statistics shall be broken down by
gender and by the size of the recipient undertakings.

The Commission, in partnership with the Member States, shall examine the
indicators necessary for monitoring and evaluating the operational programme.

Article 65

Annual reports and final reports

For the first time in 2008 and by 30 June each year the Managing authority shall
forward an annual report to the Commission on implementation of the operational
programme. The Managing authority shall forward a final report on implementation
of the operational programme to the Commission by 30 June 2016.

All annual reports on implementation and the final report shall contain the following
elements:

(a) the progress made in implementing the operational programme and priorities in
relation to their specific verifiable objectives, with a quantification, wherever
and whenever they lend themselves to quantification , of the financial,
implementation, result and impact indicators for the priority ;

(b) a change in the general situation having a direct impact on the implementation
of the assistance, in particular significant socio-economic developments,
changes in national, regional or sectoral policies, and, where necessary, their
consequences for consistency between assistance from the Fund and from other
financial instruments ;
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(©) the financial implementation of the operational programme detailing for each
priority, the expenditure paid to the beneficiaries and to the corresponding
public contribution, the total payments received from the Commission, and
quantifying the financial indicators referred to in Article 64 (2) ;

(d) the financial implementation by type of assistance in accordance with the
breakdown of priorities provided for in Title IV ;

(e) the provisions adopted by the Managing authority and the Monitoring
Committee to ensure the quality and effectiveness of implementation, in
particular:

— monitoring and evaluation measures, including data collection
arrangements ;

— a summary of any significant problems encountered in implementing the
operational programme and any measures taken, including in response to
comments made under Article 67;

— the use made of technical assistance.
® the measures taken to ensure publicity for the operational programme ;

(2) a declaration on compliance with Community policies during the
implementation of the operational programme and, where appropriate ,
identifying any problems encountered and the taken to rectify them ;

(h)  where necessary, the use made of assistance repaid to the Managing authority
or to another public authority during the period of implementation of the
operational programme.

The reports shall be judged acceptable if they contain all the information listed in
paragraph 2 and permit an understanding of the implementation of the operational
programme.

The Commission shall reach a decision on the content of the annual report on
implementation submitted by the Managing authority within two months. For the
final report on the operational programme, the time limit shall be five months. If the
Commission does not respond within the time limit laid down, the report shall be
deemed to be accepted.

Article 66

Annual report by the Commission

By 31 December, the Commission shall forward to the European Parliament, to the
Council, to the Economic and Social committee and to the Committee of regions a
report on the actual implementation of this regulation during the preceding year. This
report summarises the main developments, trends and challenges relating to
implementation of the operational programmes.
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The report shall be based on examination and assessment by the Commission of the
Member States’ strategic annual report referred to in Article 17, first paragraph and
of any other available information. The report shall state the follow-up measures
taken or to be taken by the Member States and the Commission which will enable
adequate follow up to be made of the findings in the report.

It shall also include:

(a) a summary of the activities of the Fund by Member State including a

breakdown by Member Sate of the appropriations committed and paid as well
as the use of technical assistance by the Commission and the Member States ;

(b) an assessment of the coordination of the Fund with the Structural Funds and

the European Agriculture and Rural Development Fund ;

(c) as soon as they become available the findings of the evaluations provided for in

Article 48 ;

(d)  when the fourth annual report is submitted and again when the report covering

the final year of programming is submitted, a summary of the audits on
management and control systems set up by Member Sates carried out on behalf
of the Commission and of the outcome of audits on Fund assistance carried out
by the Member State and where appropriate the financial corrections made.

Article 67

Annual examination of programmes

Each year when the annual implementation and audit reports referred to in Articles
65 and 60(4), are presented and in accordance with rules to be defined in agreement
with the Member State and Managing authority concerned, the Commission and the
Managing authority shall examine the progress made in implementing the
operational programme, the principal results achieved over the previous year, the
financial implementation and other factors with a view to improving implementation,
including aspects relating to the functioning of the management and control system.

Following that examination the Commission may make comments to the Member
State and the Managing authority. The Member State shall inform the Commission of
the action taken in response to those comments.

When the ex post evaluations of assistance granted over the 2000-06 programming
period are available, the overall results shall be examined on the occasion of the first
annual examination thereafter.
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CHAPTER III

Controls

SECTION 1

RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBER STATES

Article 68

Sound financial management

Member States shall be responsible for ensuring sound financial management of
operational programmes and the legality and regularity of underlying transactions.

They shall ensure that managing authorities, certifying authorities, Audit Authorities
and any other bodies concerned receive adequate guidance on setting up the
management and control systems referred to in Articles 56 to 60 to ensure that
Community financing is used efficiently and correctly.

The Member States shall prevent, detect and correct irregularities. They shall notify
these to the Commission, in accordance with the rules, and keep the Commission
informed of the progress of administrative and legal proceedings.

When amounts unduly paid to a beneficiary cannot be recovered, the Member State
is responsible for reimbursing the amounts lost to the budget of the European
Communities, save when it proves that the loss incurred has not been caused by its
irregularity or negligence.

Article 69

Management and control systems

Prior to the adoption of an operational programme, the Member States shall ensure
that management and control systems for operational programmes have been set up
in accordance with Articles 56 t0.60. They shall be responsible for ensuring that the
systems function effectively throughout the programming period.

Within three months of the approval of each operational programme, the Member
States shall submit to the Commission a description of the systems, covering in
particular the organisation and procedures of the managing and certifying authorities
and intermediate bodies and the internal audit systems operating in those authorities
and bodies, the Audit Authority, and any other bodies carrying out audits under its
responsibility.
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This description shall be accompanied by a report by an independent audit body
setting out the results of an assessment of the systems and giving an opinion on their
compliance with Articles 56 to 60. In the event that the opinion contains reservations,
the report shall indicate the shortcomings and their seriousness. The Member State
shall draw up, in agreement with the Commission, a plan setting out the corrective
measures to be taken and the timetable for their implementation.

The independent audit body shall be designated at the latest when the operational
programme is adopted. The Commission may accept the Audit Authority for the
operational programme as the independent audit body where it has the necessary
capacity. The independent audit body must have the necessary operational
independence and must carry out its work to international audit standards.

SECTION 2

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMISSION

Article 70

Responsibilities of the Commission

The Commission shall satisfy itself in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 69 that the Member States have set up management and control systems on
the basis of the annual control reports and its own checks that the systems function
effectively during the period of implementation of the operational programmes.

Without prejudice to checks carried out by Member States, Commission officials or
authorised Commission representatives may carry out on-the-spot checks to verify
the effective operation of the management and control systems, which may include
checks on operations included in the operational programme, with a minimum of one
working day’s notice. Officials or authorised representatives of the Member State
may take part in such checks.

The Commission may require a Member State to carry out an on-the-spot check to
verify the correct functioning of the systems or the correctness of one or more
transactions. Commission officials or authorised Commission representatives may
take part in such checks.

Article 71

Cooperation with the control bodies of the Member States

The Commission shall cooperate with the Audit Authorities of operational
programmes to coordinate their respective control plans and inspection methods and
shall immediately exchange the results of checks carried out on management and
control systems in order to make the best possible use of control resources and to
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avoid unjustified duplication of work. The Commission and the Audit Authorities
shall meet on a regular basis, generally at least once a year, in order to examine
together the annual audit report presented under Article 60 and to exchange views on
other issues relating to the improvement of the management and control of the
operational programmes. The Commission shall provide its comments on the control
strategy presented under Article 60 not later than three months or at the first meeting
following its reception.

2. In determining its own control strategy, the Commission shall identify those
operational programmes for which the opinion on the compliance of the system
under Article 60 is without reservations, or where reservations have been withdrawn
following corrective measures, where the control strategy of the Audit Authority is
satisfactory and where reasonable assurance has been obtained that the management
and control systems function effectively on the basis of the results of checks by the
Commission and the Member State.

3. For those programmes, the Commission may notify the Member States concerned
that it will rely principally on the opinion of the Audit Authority as to the

correctness, legality and regularity of expenditure declared and will carry out its own
on-the-spot checks only in exceptional circumstances.

TITLE VIII

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

CHAPTER 1

Financial management

SECTION 1

BUDGET COMMITMENTS

Article 72

Budget commitments

The Community budget commitments in the operational programmes (hereinafter “budget
commitments”) shall be effected annually during the period between 1 January 2007 and 31
December 2013. The first budget commitment shall be made before the adoption by the
Commission of the decision approving the operational programme. Each subsequent
commitment shall be made by the Commission on the basis of the decision to grant a
contribution from the Fund, referred to in Article 20.
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SECTION 2

PAYMENTS

Article 73

Common rules for payments

l. Payments by the Commission of the contribution from the Fund shall be made in
accordance with the budget commitments. All payments shall be posted to the
earliest open budget commitment.

2. Payments shall take the form of pre - financing, interim payments and payment of the
balance. They shall be made to the body designated by the Member State.

3. At the latest by 31 January every year, the Member States shall send the Commission
an update of the payment request forecasts for the current financial year and the
subsequent financial year.

4. All exchanges concerning financial transactions between the Commission and the
authorities designated by the Member States shall be made by electronic means in
accordance with the implementing rules adopted by the Commission according to the
procedure referred to in Article 100 (3).

Article 74

Rules for calculating interim payments and payments of the balance

Interim payments and payments of the balance shall be calculated by applying the co-
financing rate for each priority to public expenditure certified under that priority on the basis
of a statement of expenditure certified by the authority responsible for certification.

Article 75

Statement of expenditure

All statements of expenditure shall include, for each priority, the amount of expenditure
incurred by beneficiaries in implementing the operations and the corresponding contribution
from public funds. Expenditure paid by beneficiaries shall be substantiated by receipted
invoices or accounting documents of equivalent probative value.

As regards aid schemes within the meaning of Article 87 of the Treaty only, expenditure
certified to the Commission shall be the expenditure certified to the Commission shall be the
expenditure paid by the beneficiaries for which a payment has been made by the body
granting the aid.
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Article 76

Accumulation of pre-financing and of interim payments

1. The cumulative total of pre-financing and interim payments made shall not exceed
95% of the contribution to the operational programme.

2. When this ceiling is reached, the certification authority shall continue transmitting to
the Commission any certified expenditure on the 31 December of the year n, as well
as the amounts recovered during the year for the Fund, at the latest by 31 January of
year n+1.

Article 77

Wholeness of payment to beneficiaries

Member States shall satisfy themselves that the body responsible for making the payments
ensures that the beneficiaries receive the total amount of the contribution from public funds as
quickly as possible and in full. No amounts shall be deducted or withheld, nor any further
specific charge or other charge with equivalent effect shall be levied that would reduce these
amounts for the beneficiaries.

SECTION 3

PRE-FINANCING

Article 78

Payment

1. Following the Commission decision approving the contribution from the Fund to an
operational programme, a single pre-financing amount shall be paid by the
Commission to the body designated by the Member State. This pre-financing amount
shall represent 7% of the contribution from the Fund to that operational programme.

2. The total amount paid as pre-financing shall be reimbursed to the Commission by the
body designated by the Member State if no payment request under the operational
programme is sent within twenty-four months of the date on which the Commission
paid the first instalment of the pre-financing amount.

3. Any interest generated by the pre-financing shall be posted to the operational
programme in question and must be deducted from the amount of public expenditure
declared in the final statement of expenditure.

4. The amount paid as pre-financing shall be cleared from the accounts when the
operational programme is closed.
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SECTION 4

INTERIM PAYMENTS

Article 79

Interim payments

The Commission shall make the interim payments, subject to available funding and after
being given reasonable assurance that the management and control system for the operational
programmes established by the Member State is in accordance with Articles 56 to 60. This
assurance shall be based on the report by the independent audit body referred to in Article 69

3.

Article 80
Acceptability of payment requests

1. Each interim payment made by the Commission shall be subject to the following
conditions being met:

(a) the Commission must have been sent a payment request and statement of
expenditure, in accordance with Article 73 ;

(b) no more than the maximum amount of assistance from the Fund may have been
granted during the period for each priority ;

(©) the managing authority must have sent the Commission the most recent annual
implementation report by the required deadline, in accordance with Article 65
3);

(d) there may not have been any interruption or suspension of the payments as
detailed in Article 84, nor any reasoned opinion by the Commission in respect
of an infringement under Article 226 of the Treaty, as regards the operations
for which the expenditure was incurred according to the payment request in
question.

2. Subject to available funding, the Commission shall make the interim payment no
later than two months after the date on which a payment request meeting the above
conditions is registered.

3. The Member State and the certification authority responsible for making the

payments shall be informed as soon as possible by the Commission if one of the
conditions referred to in paragraph 1 is not met.
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Article 81

Procedure for payment

The Commission shall make the interim payment no later than 45 days after the date
on which a payment request meeting the conditions referred to in the preceding
Article is registered.

If one of these conditions is not met, the Member State and the certification authority
which is entrusted with making payments shall be informed as soon as possible by
the Commission.

The certification authority shall ensure that requests for interim payments for
operational programmes are grouped together and sent to the Commission, as far as
possible, on three separate occasions a year. For a payment to be made by the
Commission in the current year, the latest date on which a payment request may be
submitted is 31 October.

SECTION 5

PAYMENT OF BALANCE AND PROGRAMME CLOSURE

Article82

Conditions for the payment of the balance

The Commission shall pay the balance provided it has received the following
documents by 30 June 2016:

(a) a request for payment of the balance and a statement of expenditure in
accordance with Article 65 ;

(b)  the final implementation report for the operational programme, including the
information set out in Article 65 ;

(c) a statement of validity for the request for payment of the balance provided for
in Article 60(5), together with the final audit report;

The payment of the balance is subject to the acceptance of the final implementation
report and of the statement of validity for the request for payment of the balance.

Failure to send any of the documents referred to in paragraph 1 to the Commission
by 30 June 2016 at the latest shall automatically result in the decommitment of the
balance, in accordance with Article 87.

Subject to available funding, the Commission shall pay the balance within no more
than 45 days from the date on which it accepts the final report and the statement of
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validity for the request for payment of the balance. Without prejudice to paragraph 5,
the balance of the budgetary commitment shall be decommitted six months following
the payment.

4. After 30 June 2016, no further expenditure not certified before that date may be
added to any statements of expenditure.

5. Notwithstanding the results of any audits performed by the Commission or the
European Court of Auditors, the balance paid by the Commission for the operational
programme can be amended within 9 months of the date on which it is paid or, where
there is a negative balance to be reimbursed by the Member State, within nine
months of the date on which the debit note is issued.

Article 83

Conservation of documents

The managing authority shall ensure that all the supporting documents regarding expenditure
and audits on the operational programme concerned are kept available for the Commission
and the European Court of Auditors. The documents shall be kept available in accordance
with the national provisions on time limits for the conservation of documents and for a period
of at least five years following the closure of an operational programme. The documents shall
be kept either in the form of the originals or in versions certified to be in conformity with the
originals on commonly accepted data carriers .This period shall be interrupted either in the
case of legal proceedings or at the request of the Commission stating the reasons.

SECTION 6

INTERRUPTION, WITHHOLDING AND SUSPENSION OF PAYMENTS

Article 84

Interruption

1. The payment deadline shall be interrupted by the authorising officer by delegation
within the meaning of the Financial Regulation for a maximum period of six months
where there are doubts as to the proper functioning of the management and control
systems or that officer requires additional information from the national authorities in
the process of monitoring the observations made under the annual review. The
Commission shall inform the Member State and the certifying authority immediately
of the reasons for the interruption. The Member State shall take the necessary steps
to rectify the situation as soon as possible.

2. Where it proves necessary to adopt a decision in accordance with Articles 85 and 86,
the period of interruption referred to above shall be extended for a maximum period
of six months.
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Article 85

Withholding

The Commission shall decide to withhold from interim payments 20% of the sums to
be reimbursed by the Commission where the essential elements of the corrective
action plan referred to in Article 69(3) have been implemented and the serious
deficiencies referred to in the annual report by the Audit Authority for the
programme referred to in Article 60(4)(a), have been rectified but amendments still
need to be made to give the Commission reasonable assurance regarding the
management and control systems.

Any withholding decision shall be adopted by the Commission after having offered
the Member State the possibility of submitting observations within a period of two
months.

The balance of interim payments shall be paid when all the required measures have
been adopted. Otherwise, a financial correction may be applied in accordance with
Article 96.

Article 86

Suspension of payments

All or part of the interim payments at the level of priorities or programmes may be
suspended by the Commission where:

a) there is a serious deficiency in the management and control system of the
programme which affects the reliability of the procedure for certification of
payments by the certification authority and for which corrective measures have
not been taken; or

b) expenditure in a certified statement of expenditure is linked to a serious
irregularity which has not been corrected; or

c) aMember State has not complied with its obligations under Article 69.

The Commission may decide to suspend interim payments after having given the
Member State the opportunity to present its observations within a period of two
months.

The Commission shall end suspension of interim payments where it considers that
the Member State has taken the necessary measures to enable the suspension to be
lifted. Where the required measures are not taken by the Member State, the
Commission may adopt a decision to reduce the net amount or cancel the
Community contribution to the operational programme in accordance with
Article 96.
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SECTION 7

AUTOMATIC DECOMMITMENT

Article 87

Principles

l. The Commission shall automatically decommit any part of a budget commitment in
an operational programme that has not been used for payment of the pre-financing or
interim payments, or for which it has not received an acceptable payment request, as
defined in Article 80, by 31 December of the second year following the year of
budget commitment under the programme.

2. That part of commitments still open on 31 December 2015 shall be automatically
decommitted if the Commission has not received an acceptable payment request for
it by 30 June 2016.

3. If this Regulation enters into force after 1 January 2007, the period after which the

first automatic decommitment as referred to in paragraph 2 may be made shall be
extended, for the first commitment, by the number of months between 1 January
2007 and the date of the first budget commitment.

Article 88

Exceptions for time-limits on decomitment

Where a subsequent Commission decision is required to authorise an aid scheme, the time
limit for automatic decommitment referred to in Article 87, shall run from the date of the
Commission decision subsequent to the decision approving the operational programme. The
amounts involved in this derogation shall be established on the basis of a schedule sent by the
Member State stating the reasons.

Article 89

Interruption of time-limits for legal proceedings and administrative appeals

The period for automatic decommitment referred to in Article 87 shall be interrupted, for the
amount relating to the operations concerned, for the duration of legal proceedings or an
administrative appeal having suspensory effect, on condition that the Member State sends the
Commission information stating the reasons by 31 December of year n+2. For that part of
commitments still open on 31 December 2015, the time limit referred to in Article 87(2) shall
be interrupted under the same conditions as those for the amount relating to the operations
concerned.
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Article 90

Exceptions to the automatic decommitment
The following shall be disregarded in calculating the automatic decommitment:

(a) that part of the budget commitment for which a payment request has been
made but whose reimbursement has been interrupted, withheld or suspended by
the Commission on 31 December of year n+2. Whether these amounts are
finally taken into account or not shall depend on the outcome of the problem
resulting in the withholding, interruption or suspension of payment.

(b) that part of the budget commitment for which a payment request has been
made but whose reimbursement has been capped in particular due to a lack of
budget resources.

(©) that part of the budget commitment for which it has not been possible to make
an acceptable payment request for reasons of force majeure seriously affecting
implementation of the operational programme. The national authorities
claiming force majeure must demonstrate the direct consequences on the
implementation of all or part of the operational programme. .

Article 91

Procedure

The Commission shall inform the Member State and the authorities concerned in
good time whenever there is a risk of application of the automatic decommitment
provided for in paragraph 2. The Commission shall inform the Member State and the
authorities concerned of the amount of the automatic decommitment resulting from
the information in its possession.

The Member State shall have two months' time from the date of receipt of that
information to agree to the amount or submit its observations. The Commission shall
carry out the automatic decommitment not later than nine months after the time limit
referred to in Article 87.

The Fund’s contribution to the operational programme shall be reduced, for the year
concerned, by the amount automatically decommitted. The Member State shall
produce a revised financing plan to spread the reduced amount of assistance over the
priorities of the operational programme. Failing this, the Commission shall reduce
the amounts allocated to each priority in proportion.
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SECTION 8

PARTIAL CLOSURE

Article 92

Partial closure

Partial closure of operational programmes may be made at periods selected by the
Member State. Partial closure shall relate to completed operations for which a final
payment has been made to the beneficiary not later than 31 December of year n-1.
For the purposes of this Regulation, operations shall be deemed completed where the
activities under it have been actually carried out and the beneficiary has received a
final payment or the beneficiary has provided a document of equivalent effect to the
managing authority.

The amount of payments corresponding to completed operations shall be identified in
the statements of expenditure. Partial closure shall be made on condition that the
managing authority sends the following to the Commission by 30 June of year n:

(a) a final statement of expenditure for the operations in question ;

(b) a declaration of validity - issued by the Audit Authority for the programme as
provided for in Article 60 for the final payment request relating to the
completed operations, certifying the legality and regularity of the underlying
transactions.

Article 93

Documents

The managing authority shall keep available for the Commission a list of operations
subject to partial closure for which a final payment has been made.

The managing authority shall ensure that all the supporting documents regarding
expenditure and audits on the operations concerned shall be kept available for the
Commission and the European Court of Auditors. The documents shall be kept
available for a period of at least for five years following the year in which partial
closure has taken place without prejudice to the rules governing State aid. The
documents shall be kept either in the form of the originals or in versions certified to
be in conformity with the originals on commonly accepted data carriers. This period
shall be interrupted either in the case of legal proceedings or at the duly motivated
request of the Commission.

Any financial corrections made in accordance with Articles 95 and 96 concerning
operations subject to a partial closure shall be intended as net financial corrections.
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SECTION 9

USE OF THE EURO

Article 94

Use of the euro

Commission decisions on operational programmes, Commission commitments and payments,
and the amounts of certified expenditure and requests for payment from the Member States
shall be denominated and paid in euros, in accordance with the arrangements drawn up by the
Commission under the procedure referred to in Article 100(3).

CHAPTER 11

Financial corrections

SECTION 1

FINANCIAL CORRECTIONS BY THE MEMBER STATES

Article 95

Financial corrections by Member States

1. The Member States shall in the first instance bear the responsibility for investigating
irregularities, acting upon evidence of any major change affecting the nature of the
conditions for the implementation or supervision of assistance and making the
financial corrections required.

2. The Member State shall make the financial corrections required in connection with
individual or systemic irregularities detected in operations or operational
programmes. The corrections make by Member State shall consist in cancelling all or
part of the Community contribution. The Member State shall take into account the
nature and gravity of the irregularities and the financial loss to the Fund. The
Community funds released in this way may be re-used by the Member State until
December 2015 for the operational programme concerned in compliance with the
arrangements in paragraph 3. Member States shall include in the annual
implementation and control report sent to the Commission under Articles 60 and 65 a
list of cancellation proceedings initiated in the year concerned.

3. The contribution of the Fund cancelled in accordance with paragraph 2 may not be
re-used for the operation or operations that were the subject of the correction, nor,

66



where a financial correction is made for a systemic error, for operations where this
systemic error occurred. Member States shall inform the Commission in the report
referred to in Article 65 of how they have decided or propose to re-use the funds
cancelled and, if appropriate, to amend the financial plan for the operational
programme.

In the case of systemic irregularities the Member State shall extend its enquiries to
cover all operations liable to be affected.

When amounts are to be recovered following a cancellation under paragraph 1, the
competent service or body shall initiate recovery proceedings and notify the
certifying and managing authorities. Recoveries shall be reported and accounted for.

SECTION 2

FINANCIAL CORRECTIONS BY THE COMMISSION

Article 96

Criteria for the corrections

The Commission may make financial corrections by cancelling all or part of the
Community contribution to an operational programme where after carrying out the
necessary examination it concludes that:

(a) there is a serious deficiency in the management and control system of the
programme which has put at risk the Community contribution already paid to
the programme ;

(b) expenditure contained in a certified statement of expenditure is irregular and
has not been corrected by the Member State prior to the opening of the
correction procedure under this paragraph ;

(c) a Member State has not complied with its obligations under Article 68 prior to
the opening of the correction procedure under this paragraph.

The Commission shall base its financial corrections on individual cases of
irregularity identified, taking account of the systemic nature of the irregularity to
determine whether a flat-rate or extrapolated correction should be applied. Where the
case of irregularity relates to a statement of expenditure for which a positive
assurance had previously been given in an annual control report, in accordance with
Article 60(4)(a) in an annual control report, there will be a presumption of a systemic
problem giving rise to the application of a flat-rate or extrapolated correction, unless
the Member State can provide proof to rebut this presumption within two months.

The Commission shall, when deciding the amount of a correction, take account of the
importance of the irregularity and the extent and financial implications of the
deficiencies found in the operational programme concerned.
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Where the Commission bases its position on the facts established by auditors other
than those of its own services, it shall draw its own conclusions regarding their
financial consequences, after examining the measures taken by the Member State
concerned under Article 69, the reports supplied under Regulation (EC) No 1681/94,
and any replies from the Member State.

Article 97

Procedure

Before taking a decision on a financial correction, the Commission shall open the
procedure by informing the Member State of its provisional conclusions and
requesting the Member State to submit its comments within two months.

Where the Commission proposes financial corrections on the basis of extrapolation
or at a flat rate, the Member State shall be given the opportunity to demonstrate,
through an examination of the files concerned, that the actual extent of irregularity is
less than the Commission's assessment. In agreement with the Commission, the
Member State may limit the scope of this examination to an appropriate proportion
or sample of the files concerned. Except in duly justified cases, the time allowed for
this examination shall not exceed a further period of two months after the two-month
period referred to above. The Commission shall take account of any evidence
supplied by the Member State within the time limits.

Where the Member State does not accept the provisional conclusions of the
Commission, the Member State shall be invited to a hearing by the Commission, in
which both sides in cooperation based on the partnership shall make efforts to reach
an agreement concerning the observations and the conclusions to be drawn from
them. The Commission shall take a decision on the financial correction in the
absence of agreement within six months of the date of the hearing. If no hearing
takes place, the six-month period shall begin to run from the date of reception of the
Member State’s rejection of the invitation to a hearing.

Article 98

Repayment

Any repayment due to be made to the Commission shall be effected before the due
date indicated in the order for recovery [drawn up in accordance with Article 72 of
the Implementing rules of the Financial Regulation applicable to the general budget
of the European Communities19. This due date shall be the last day of the second
month following the issuing of the order.

Any delay in effecting repayment shall give rise to interest on account of late
payment, starting on the due date and ending on the date of actual payment. The rate

19

Réglement (EC) No 2352/2002, JO L 351, 28 .12.2002, p. 29.
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of such interest shall be one and a half percentage points above the rate applied by
the European Central Bank in its main refinancing operations on the first working
day of the month in which the due date falls.

Article 99

Obligations of Member States
A financial correction by the Commission shall not prejudice the Member State's obligation to
pursue recoveries under Article 96 and to recover state aid under Article 14 of Regulation
(EC) No 659/1999.

TITLE IX

COMMITTEE

Article 100

Committee and procedures

1. The Commission shall be assisted by the European Fisheries Fund Committee
(hereinafter: the “Committee”).

2. This committee is composed of representatives of the Member States and chaired by
a representative from the Commission. It shall be created under the auspices of the
Commission.

3. Where reference is made to this Article, the management procedure laid down in

Article 4 and 7 of Decision 1999/468/EC shall apply.
4, The period referred to in Article 4(3) of Decision 1999/468/EC is set at one month.

5. The committee shall adopt its rules of procedure.

Article 101

Implementing rules

1. The implementing rules for this Regulation shall be adopted in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 100.

2. The type of technical assistance measures implemented by the Commission and
provided for in Article 45(1), is established in accordance with in the procedure laid
down in Article 100 .
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TITLE X

FINAL PROVISIONS

Articlel 02

Transitional provisions

1. This Regulation shall not affect the continuation or modification, including the total
or partial cancellation, of assistance approved by the Council or by the Commission
on the basis of Regulations (EEC) No 2052/88, (EEC) 4253/88, (EC) No 1164/94,
(EC) 1260/1999 and (EC) 2792/1999, or any other legislation which applied to such
assistance on 31 December 2006.

2. In preparing Community assistance, the Commission shall take account of any
measures already approved by the Council or Commission before the entry into force
of this Regulation and having financial repercussions during the period covered by
that assistance.

3. Partial sums committed for assistance approved by the Commission between
1 January 2000 and 31 December 2006 for which the documents required for closure
of the assistance have not been sent to the Commission by the deadline for
submitting the final report shall be automatically decommitted by the Commission no
later than 31 December 2010, giving rise to the repayment of amounts unduly paid.
The documents required for closure of the assistance shall be the request for payment
of the balance, the final implementation and inspection report and the statement
drawn up by a person or department having a function independent of the managing
authority summarising the conclusions of the checks carried out and assessing the
validity of the request for payment of the final balance and the legality and regularity
of the transactions covered by the final certificate of expenditure, as referred to in
Article 38(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999.

Amounts relating to operations or programmes which have been suspended due to
legal proceedings or administrative appeals having suspensory effect shall be
disregarded in calculating the amount to be automatically decommitted.

Article 103

Repeal of previous Regulations

Regulations (EC) No 1263/1999 and No 2792/1999 are hereby repealed with effect from 1
January 2007, without prejudice to Article 102.

References to the repealed Regulations shall be construed as references to this Regulation.
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Article 104

Review clause for this Regulation
On the basis of a proposal from the Commission, the Council shall review this Regulation by
31 December 2013 at the latest.

Article 105

Entry into force

This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in
the Official Journal of the European Union.

It shall apply as from 1 January 2007.

However, Article 14 shall apply with effect from the entry into force of the present regulation.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, [...].

For the Council
The President

[..]
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ANNEX I

In accordance with the Communication on the Financial Perspectives adopted by the
Commission on 10 February 2004, the annual breakdown of commitment appropriations for
the European Fisheries Fund, in 2004 prices, shall be as follows:

€ million
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
655 678 701 713 726 738 752

For all the regions covered by the Convergence Objective, in the 15 Member States, the
resources available for commitment, in 2004 prices, shall be €2 015 million for the 2007-13
period.

€ million
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
293 293 291 288 286 283 281

A significant effort shall be made to concentrate budget resources on the new Member States
covered by the Convergence Objective. The resources available for commitment to these
Member States, in 2004 prices, shall be €1 702 million for the 2007-13 period.

€ million
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
184 207 232 247 262 277 293

75% of the commitment appropriations available to the Fund, in real terms, must be
committed to the regions covered by the Convergence Objective.
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ANNEX 11

MAXIMUM Rates of PUBLIC AID

Rates of financial contribution

For all the measures referred to in title IV, the limits on the Community financial participation
(A), total public financial participation (national, regional and others) of the Member State
concerned (B) and , where appropriate, financial participation by private beneficiaries (C)
shall be subject to the following conditions, expressed as a percentage of eligible costs .

Group 1: (non productive investments)

Permanent withdrawal premium (article 25), temporary cessation premium (article 26); socio
economic compensation (article 28); measures for the sustainable development of coastal
fishing areas (article 43); aqua- environmental measures (article 31); public and animal health
measures (article 32); collective actions (article 36); measures intended to protect and develop
aquatic fauna (article 37); fishing port facilities (article 38); promotion and development of
new markets (article 39); pilot projects (article 40); transformation and reassignment of
fishing vessels (article 41); technical assistance (article 45).

Group 2: (productive investments)

Measures for the sustainable development of coastal fishing areas (article 43); investments on
board fishing vessels (article 27); investments in aquaculture (article 30); investments in
processing and marketing of the fishery products (article 34); promotion and development of
new markets (article 39).

Group 3
¢ In the framework of fishing effort adjustment plans under article 23(a) first indent:
— Permanent withdrawal premiums (article 25) ;
— temporary cessation premiums (article 26) ;
— socio-economic compensations (article 28).
e Measures for small-scale coastal fishing under article 27a, (3) and (4).
Group 4
Pilot projects others other than those carried out by public bodies (article 40).

Aid intensity and rates of financial contribution for the operations financed under this

regulation.
Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4
Regions covered by A<75% A<30% A<85% A<60%
the Convergence B>10% B>20%
Objective o o
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B>25% C>60%(*) B>15% C>20%
Regions not covered A<50% A<15% A<65% A<30%
by_the_ Convergence B>15% B>30%
Objectlve BESO B235% CZ40%

C>70%(*)

Outermost  regions A<85% A<42,5%B>7,5% A<85% A<65%
fand outlying Greek C>50% (*) B>15%
islands which are B>15% B>15% C>20%

under a handicap
due to distant
location
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FIFG CONSULTATION LIST 04

A B Associates Shetland

Aberdeen City Council

Aberdeen Fish Curers & Merchants Association
Aberdeen Fish Producers Organisation
Aberdeen Fish Salesmanen’s Association
Aberdeen Harbour Board

Aberdeen Inshore Fishselling Co Ltd
Aberdeenshire Council

African and Caribbean Network

Alexander Buchan Ltd

Anglo-North Irish Fish Producer’s Organisation
Anglo Scottish Fish Producer’s Organisation
Anglo-Scottish Fishermen’s Association
Anglo-Scottish Shell Fishermen’s Association
Angus Council

Annan Fishermen’s Association

Arisdale Smolt Company Ltd

Aqua-scot

Arbroath Fishermen’s Association

Arbroath Fish Buyers Association

Arbroath Fish Processors Association
Ardrossan Harbour Office

Argyll and Bute Council

Argyll and the Islands Enterprise

Associated British Ports

Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland
Association of Salmon Fishery Boards
Association of Scottish District Salmon Fishery Boards
Association of Scottish Shellfish Growers
Association of West Coast Fisheries Trust AWCFT
Assynt Economic Development Association
Atlantic Salmon Trust

Ayr Wholesale Fish Buyers Association
Ayrshire Enterprise

Balta Island Seafare Ltd

Berneray (North Uist) Fishermen Ltd

British Marine Fin Fish Association

British Ports Association

British Trout Association

Buckie Inshore Fishselling

Burgeon Eyemouth Ltd

Caledonian Trout Co

Caley FisheriesLtd, Aberdeen

Caley FisheriesLtd, Fraserburgh

Caley FisheriesLtd, Peterhead

CANH Countryside and Natural Heritage
Carradale Fishermen Ltd

CastleMacLellan
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Clachan Hatchery Ltd

Cloan Hatcheries

Clyde and South West Static Gear Association
Clyde Estuary Forum

Clyde Fishermen’s Association

Clydeport Estuary Control

Cockenzie & Port Seton Fishermen’s Association
Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar

COSLA

Couper Seafoods Ltd

Cowie Fishsdlling Company Ltd

Crab Processor s Association

Croan Seafoods

Crown Estate Commissioners

DARD

David Middleton

Dawn Fresh Seafood’sLtd

DEFRA

Denholm Fishsdlling Ltd, Edinburgh
Denholm Fishsdlling Ltd, Peterhead

Don Fishsdlling Ltd

Don Fishing Company (Peter head)
Drummond Fish Farms

DTI

Dumfriesand Galloway Council

Dumfries and Galloway Enter prise Company
Dumfriesand Galloway Programme Executive
DunbarTrout FarmersLtd

Dunbartonshire Enterprise

Dundee City Council

Dunstaffnage Marine Laboratory

East Dunbartonshire Council

East L othian Council

East Neuk Initiative

East Renfrewshire Council

Eastern Scotland Programme Executive
Environment Agency

Equal Opportunities Commission

Enterprise North East Ltd

European Structural Funds

Eyemouth and District Fisherman’s Association
Eyemouth Fish Merchants Association
Eyemouth Harbour Trust

Eyemouth | ce Co-operative Ltd

Falkirk Council

Farne Salmon

Federation of Highlands & Islands Fishermen
Federation of Scottish Aquaculture Producers
Ferguson Salmon Ltd

Fife Council

15 July 2004



Fife Creel Fishermen’s Association

Fife EnterpriseLtd

Fife Fish Producers Organisation Ltd

Fife Fishermen’s Association

Firth of Clyde Forum

Firth of Forth Fishermen’s Association
Fisher Foods

Fisheries (Electricity) Committee
Fishermen’s Mutual Association (Eyemouth)
Fishermen’s Association Ltd

Fishermen’s Mutual Association (Pittenweem)
Fish salesmen’s Association (Scotland)
Fishing SOS Shetland

FM A Eyemouth Ltd

Food Certification Scotland

Food Standards Agency

Forward Scotland

Fraserburgh Harbour Commission
Fraserburgh Inshore Fishermen Ltd
Fraserburgh Trawlers

Fresh Catch Peterhead

Freshwater Lab, Pitlochry

Friends of the Earth Scotland

G Duncan Salmon Ltd

Gala Fish Farming Ltd

Galloway Fishermen’s Static Gear Association
Glasgow City Council

Glasgow Development Agency

Grampian Enterprise Ltd

Grampian Sea Fishing Ltd

Greenpeace

Hall Aitken Associate

Hebridean Fishery Partnership

Highland Salmon Company

Herring Buyers Association Ltd

HIE Argyll and the Islands Enterprise

HIE Badenoch and Strathspey Enterprise
HIE Caithness and Sutherland Enterprise
HIE Inverness and Nairn Enterprise

HIE Lochaber Enterprise

HIE Orkney Enterprise

HIE Rossand Cromarty Enterprise

HIE Shetland Enterprise

HIE Skye and L ocahalsh Enterprise

HIE Western Isles Enterprise

Highland and Islands Enterprise

Highland & Islands Fishermen’s Association
Highland and I slands Programme Executive
Highland Council

Highland Council Harbours

15 July 2004



Highland Shellfish Management Organisation
Hoove Salmon Ltd

Institute of Aquaculture (Stirling University)
Inter-Quo Ltd

International Fish Canners

Inverlussa Shellfish

Innvicta Trout Ltd now Torhouse?

ISG (J Craw & M McGinlay Scottish Enter prise)
Isle of Mull Oysters

John Eccles Hatcheries

Johnson Sea Farms

Johnson Shellfish

Johnston & Carmichael

Joint Nature Conservation Committee
Joseph Raobertson

Kames Fish Farming Ltd

Kergord Hatchery

Kidsons Impey

Kinlochbervie Fishselling Co Ltd

Lakeland Marine Farm Ltd

Lakeland Smolt Ltd

Lakeland Unst Ltd

Lanarkshire Development Agency

Landcatch Ltd

Lerwick Port Authority

LHD Ltd

Lighthouse of Scotland Ltd

Live Shellfish Traders Association

Loch Duart Salmon Ltd

Loch FyneMarine Trust

Loch Fyne Oysters

Loch Linnhe Fishermen’s Association

L ochaber Ltd

Lunar Fishing Co

Machrihanish Marine FarmsLtd

MacDuff ShipyardsLtd

MacKinnon’s, Solicitors

Mallaig and North West Fishermen’s Association.
Mallaig Boatbuilding and Engineering Co Ltd
Mallaig Harbour Authority

Marine Conservation Society

Marine Harvest Scotland

Marine Laboratory, Aberdeen

Marine Stewar dship Council

Mill of Elrick Fish Farms

Moray, Badenoch and Strathspey Enter prise Company
Moray Council

Moray Firth Fish Processors

Moray Firth Partnership

Moray Seafoods Ltd
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MSP’'S

Muckairn MusselsLtd

Mull Fishermen’s Association

Mull Salmon Ltd

National Trust for Scotland

Nautilus Consultants

NAWAD

NFFO

Nobles

North Atlantic Fisheries College

North Atlantic Salmon Fund (NASF)

North East of Scotland Fishermen’s Organisation Ltd
North East Scotland Fisheries Development Partner ship
North Uist FisheriesLtd

Northern Producers Organisation

Nufish Ltd

Oban Port Association

Orkney Creel Fishermen’s Organisation

Orkney Enterprise

Orkney Fish Farmers Association

Orkney Fisheries Association

Orkney Fishermen’s Society Ltd

Orkney Fish Producers Organisation

Orkney Inshore Shellfisheries M anagement Association
Orkney Islands Council

Orkney Marine HatcheriesLtd

Otter Ferry Seafish Ltd

Pelagic Freezing

Peter & J Johnstone Ltd

Peterhead and Fraser burgh Fish Processors Association
Peterhead Fish Traders Association Ltd

Peterhead Fishermen Ltd

Peterhead Harbour Trust

Portnahaven Boatyard

Portree and Uig Port Users

Price and Long

Rossand Cromarty Enterprise

Ross of Mull and Iona Fishermen’s Association
RSPB

Salar Ltd

Salmon and Trout Association (Scotland)

Salmon Net Fishing Association of Scotland

Scallop Association

Scallop Dredging Association

Scot-Caught Sea Fishing Ltd

Scot-prime Seafoods L td

Scot Trout

Scottish Agricultural Organisation Society

Scottish Association for Marine Science

Scottish Association of Fish Producers OrganisationsLtd
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Scottish Borders Council

Scottish Borders Enterprise

Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office
Scottish Civic Forum

Scottish Coastal Forum, CANH

Scottish Council Development and Industry
Scottish Enterprise( Moira Forsyth & Lorna Duguid)
Scottish Enterprise Tayside

Scottish Environment Protection Agency
Scottish Fish Merchants Federation Ltd
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation

Scottish Fishermen’s Organisation

Scottish Fishing Services Association
Scottish Food and Drink Federation
Scottish Food Quality Certification

Scottish Natural Heritage

Scottish Pelagic Fishermen’s Association
Scottish Quality Salmon

Scottish Quality Trout

Scottish Salmon Grower’s Association
Scottish Scallop Fishermen’s Association
Scottish Sea Farms Ltd

Scottish Seafood Processor s Association
Scottish Shellfish Marketing Group
Scottish Ship Chandler’s Association
Scottish White Fish Producers Association
Scottish Wildlife Trust

Scrabster Harbour Trust

Sea Fish Industry Authority (SFIA)

Sea Mammal Research Unit

Seafood Scotland

SFPA HQ

Shetland Catch

Shetland Enterprise

Shetland Fish Producers Organisation Ltd
Shetland Fishermen’s Association

Shetland Halibut Company Ltd

Shetland Islands Council

Shetland Ocean Alliance

Shetland Salmon Far mers Association
Shetland Seafood Auctions

Shetland Shellfish Management Organisation
Shian FisheriesLtd

Skelda Salmon Farms Ltd

Skerries Salmon Ltd

Skye and L ochalsh Fishermen’s Association
Skye and Lochalsh Enterprise

Soil Association

Solway Fish Handgatherers & Tractor Dredgers Federation
Solway Shellfish M anagement Association

15 July 2004



Solway Shellfish Hand Operator s Feder ation
South Ayrshire District Council

Stolt Sea Farm Ltd

Stornoway Fishermen’s Association
Stornoway Port Authority

Sunbeam AquacultureLtd

Tarbert —Argyll Fishermen Ltd

Tarbert —Harbour Authority (Loch Fyne)
Terregles Salmon Company Ltd

The 10 Metre and Under Association

The Fishmonger s Company

The Organic fish Producer Association
Tobermory Oysters

Torhouse Trout Ltd

Torridon & Kinlochewe Community Council
Tractor Dredging Association

Uist Fishermen’s Co-operative

Ullapool and Assynt Fishermen’s Association
United Fishselling Ltd

United Kingdom Association of Frozen Food Producers
University Marine Biological Station
Vementry Salmon

West of Four Fisheries Management Group
West Coast Aquaculture

West Coast Oysters

West Minch Salmon Ltd

West of Four Fisheries Management Group
West of Scotland Fish Producers Organisation Ltd
Westside Fishermen Ltd

Wester Ross Salmon Ltd

Western Isles Enterprise

Western I sles Fisher men’s Association
Western |sles Seafood Company Ltd
Westray (Shellfish) Processors Ltd
Whitelink Seafoods

Wick & Scrabster Fish Traders Association
Wigtown Fishermen’s Association

WWF Scotland

Y oungs Bluecrest
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