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Your ref:
Our ref: ECE 4/22

24 January 2003

_____ _____
Dear Sir/Madam

CAP REFORM:  CONSULTATION ON MID TERM REVIEW OF AGENDA 2000

In August 2002, we began a public consultation seeking comments on the European
Commission’s initial proposals for reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), the Mid
Term Review (MTR) of Agenda 2000.  We are grateful for all of the comments received, a
summary of which will shortly appear on our website:-

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/views/views.asp.

We indicated in the consultation letter that we would seek further comments when additional
information became available.  On 22 January, the Commission published seven draft Council
Regulations, covering:-

� horizontal issues (decoupling, modulation etc);
� rural development;
� cereals;
� rice;
� dried fodder;  and
� dairy reform (2 regulations).

As part of the consultation process, we are now seeking views on these draft legislative texts.
The Commission’s summary of the reform package, comparing it with the current
arrangements and their July 2002 proposals, is attached to this letter together with a copy of the
Commission's Explanatory Memorandum and press release which accompanied the publication
of the legislative texts.  The full texts can be found on the Commission’s website at
www.europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/mtr/index_en.htm.  We would welcome comments on
any aspect of the proposals, but it would be helpful if your responses could focus on the
economic and practical effects, with particular regard to decoupling, modulation, farm audits
and dairy reform.

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/views/views.asp
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/mtr/index_en.htm


MTR Consultation Letter

�����������

To assist your consideration of the proposals, you may wish to study the European
Commission’s impact assessments of their July 2002 proposals which are available via their
website at www.europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/mtr/index_en.htm.

The Greek Presidency is aiming for agreement on the proposals to be reached by the end of
June, so there will be intensive negotiations at Ministerial and official level over the next few
months.  Because of this we would be grateful for comments on the draft legislation by the
end of February, although comments at any time would be useful.  The sooner we receive
your comments, the sooner we can take your views into account in developing our negotiating
position.

There will be an initial discussion of the Commission’s proposals at the EU Agriculture and
Fisheries Council of Ministers meeting on 27/28 January, in the form of a televised debate.
Subsequent Council meetings will be held monthly thereafter.  There will also be technical
discussions on the proposals at Council Working Group meetings starting on 30 January.

Any comments you wish to make on the proposals should be sent in writing to Joe Kirk at the
above address or by e-mail to joe.kirk@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.  If you have difficulty accessing
the Commission's documents from their website, please contact Joe Kirk either as indicated
above or by telephone on 0131 244 6457, or fax on 0131 244 6551.

In accordance with Scottish Executive practice, in order to inform debate on these matters and
to accord with the Code of Practice on open government, all consultation responses will be
made publicly available.  If you wish all or part of your reply to be kept confidential, therefore,
you should indicate this clearly in your response.

Under the Data Protection Act, information provided by respondents to this consultation
exercise will be held and used for the purposes of the administration of this current exercise.  If
you submit comments in response to this consultation exercise we may keep your name and
address on a list to be used for future consultation exercises on related topics.

Should you have any questions relating to the Commission's proposals or the consultation
exercise, please contact me.

Yours faithfully

Derek Muir

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/mtr/index_en.htm
mailto:capreform.consultation@defra.gsi.gov.uk
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CAP MTR CONSULTATION - LIST OF CONSULTEES

Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland
British Pig Association
Church of Scotland
Council for Archaeology (CSA)
COSLA
Crofters’ Commission
Deer Commission for Scotland
Forestry & Timber Association
Forestry Commission
FWAG Scotland
Game Conservancy Trust
Heather Trust
Highland Council
Highlands and Islands Agricultural Network
Highlands and Islands Enterprise
Institute of Auctioneers and Appraisers in Scotland
Institute of Chartered Foresters
Meat and Livestock Commission
National Sheep Association (Scottish Region)
National Trust for Scotland
NFU Scotland
Organic Farmers Scotland
Quality Meat Scotland
Ramblers’ Association Scotland
Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland
Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors in Scotland
Royal Scottish Forestry Society
RSPB Scotland
Rural Forum
Scottish Agricultural Arbiters’ Association
Scottish Agricultural College
Scottish Agricultural Contractors’ Association
Scottish Agricultural Organisation Society
Scottish Association of Meat Wholesalers
Scottish Association of Young Farmers’ Clubs
Scottish Beef Council
Scottish Consumer Council
Scottish Crofting Foundation
Scottish Dairy Association
Scottish Egg Producers Retailers Association
Scottish Enterprise
Scottish Environment LINK/SWT
Scottish Federation of Meat Traders
Scottish Food Quality Certification Ltd
Scottish Grocers’ Federation
Scottish Landowners’ Federation
Scottish Natural Heritage
Scottish Organic Producers’ Organisation
Scottish Potato Trade Association
Scottish Quality Cereals Ltd
Scottish Whisky Association
Scottish Wildlife and Countryside Link
Shetland Islands Council
SEPA
SSPCA
TGWU
UKASTA (Scottish Council)
Western Isles Council (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar)
Woodland Trust Scotland
WWF Scotland




















