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Homelessness Prevention and Strategy 

Group (HPSG)

• Co-chaired by political leadership from both the Scottish 

Government and COSLA

• Oversee the delivery of the High Level Action Plan

• Ensure we deliver the actions it sets out

• HPSG last met on 12 September, next meeting 10 

December 

• Discussed priorities, new PfG announcements on 

funding, UAO and temporary accommodation, the new 

participation programme, RRTP implementation and 

prevention pathways

• Sub Groups
 RRTP, Winter planning, Lived experience



Ending Homelessness Together Fund

• £50 million over 5 years that will support the delivery of 

the Action Plan.

• We have allocated £32.5 million (and from the health 

portfolio) for rapid rehousing and Housing First

• Up to £6.5 million of this allocation is supporting our 

partnership with Social Bite to deliver Housing First 

pathfinders to support over 800 homeless people

• £4.5m fund for third sector organisations from 2020/21

• £1.5m Homelessness Prevention Fund for Registered 

Social Landlords from 2020/21



Legislation 
• Commencing 2003 Act provisions on 

intentionality and local connection on 7 

November 

• Ministerial Statement on local connection 

by November 2020, following consultation 

• New homelessness prevention duty 

• Update Code of Guidance + Code of 

Practice addendum

• Narrow definition of ‘intentionality’



Temporary Accommodation
• Consultation on improving standards in temporary 

accommodation now closed

• Full analysis has been commissioned and will report by 

the end of October

• Announcement in PfG that we will extend Unsuitable 

Accommodation Order by May 2021

• Effectively bringing to an end the use of B&B, other than 

in emergency situations 

• We will publish advisory standards in refreshed Code of 

Guidance this year

• We will announce next steps on legally enforceable 

standards following the publication of the consultation 

analysis



Rapid Rehousing and Housing 

First
• All local authorities received feedback on their Rapid 

Rehousing Transition Plan by 31 March; most have 
also received feedback on the 2 iteration in September

• Rapid rehousing sub-group meeting – what does good 
look like; developing monitoring framework for 
progress and spend

• £24m (up from £15m) announced July – first year 
allocated; discussions on allocations for years 2 and 3

• Housing First Pathfinder – 118 people in tenancies at 
end August

• Housing First in most local authorities’ Rapid 
Rehousing Transition Plans – different approaches 
including for ex-offenders, young people, rural



Prevention Pathways

• HARSAG recommended that pathways to prevent 

homelessness should be developed for groups particularly at 

risk of homelessness.

• Initial work was begun on:

– Care Leavers, with publication planned shortly

– People at risk as a result of domestic abuse

– Veterans

– People at risk on discharge from hospital

• Work is also in train on preventing homelessness for 

prisoners (reviewing implementation of SHORE standards); 

developing a youth homelessness (inc LGBT youth) 

prevention pathway; and considering how to prevent 

homelessness for people with NRPF



Winter Actions

• Safeguard people sleeping rough during winter 

and at other times of year – part of HARSAG 

recommendations 

• New funding (£164,000) for winter initiatives 

2019 were announced on 10 October including: 

– Bethany Night Shelter 

– Translations of information about rights 

– Flexible emergency funding 

– Edinburgh link worker

• Frontline Winter Planning Group



Evidence

• New rough sleeping data collection –

Options Appraisal 

• Evidence strategy: 

– Equality evidence 

– Evidencing impact 

– Lived experience programme 

– Prevention pathways

– Report to Parliament 
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Feedback

To help us review the Homelessness 

Statistics User Event and to make 

improvements to future events, we would be 

most grateful if could you complete a short 

survey. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9FB9MN3


