
                 
1 

 
Published: 27 April 2010 
ISBN: 978-0-7559-9325-3 

 
 
 

 
1. Introduction and key points 

The purpose of this Statistics Release is to present national figures for care homes for adults in Scotland. All figures relate 
to 31 March 2009 and are provisional. As such they are subject to change. The final figures will be published in 
subsequent statistics bulletins. The information is derived from the Scottish Care Home Census.  

Some of the information which used to be collected as part of the Scottish Care Home Census is now collected by the 
Care Commission. This information is not included in this publication. More details of this can be found in the background 
information section at the end of this statistics release. All figures in this release omit care homes that deregistered to 
become Housing Support services. 

 
Chart 1: Places in Care Homes for Older People per 1,000 Population Aged 65+, March 2009  
 

 

• At 31 March 2009 there were a total of 1,442 registered care homes providing 43,894 places to 38,240 residents.  

• There were 963 care homes for older people as at 31 March 2009 compared to 1,059 at 31 March 2000. 

• There were 38,843 registered places in care homes for older people. The number of places has increased by 2.2 per 
cent since March 2008 and decreased by 0.9 per cent from the March 2000 level. 

• The number of care homes for adults with learning disabilities has decreased by 18.2 per cent since March 2000, 

from 380  to 311 as at March 2009. 
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2. Scotland Analysis – Care Homes for Older People 
 

Table 1 – Care Homes, Places, Residents by Sector / Places per 1,000 Population, 2000 – 2009 
 

 
 

In March 2009 there were 963 care homes for older people. Of these 177 (18.4 per cent) were run by a Local Authority or 

by the NHS, 641 (66.6 per cent) were privately owned and the remaining 145 (15.1 per cent) were in the voluntary sector. 

In total, there were 96 fewer homes for older people in March 2009 than in March 2000 (when there were 1,059 such 

homes) and 19 more than in March 2008. 

The 38,843 registered places in March 2009 represents 45 places per 1,000 population and consists of 5,336 places 

(13.7 per cent) in the Local Authority/NHS sector, 29,211 places (75.2 per cent) in the private sector and 4,296 places 

(11.1 per cent) in the voluntary sector. Between March 2000 and March 2009 the total number of registered places had 

fallen by 335 (0.9 per cent). In the Local Authority/NHS sector there had been a decrease of 1,094 places (17 per cent) 

whilst in the private sector there has been an increase of 1,242 places (4.4 per cent). Finally, in the voluntary sector there 

has been a decrease of 483 places (a reduction of 10.1 per cent).  

Annex Table 3 and Chart 1 show the number of places per 1,000 population aged 65+ for each local authority. East 

Dunbartonshire had 29 places per 1,000 population aged 65+, the fewest of all local authorities, whilst Inverclyde had the 

most at 64 places per 1,000 population aged 65+. 

  

Between March 2000 and March 2009, the number of residents has fallen by 455 (1.3 per cent) from 34,433 to 33,978. 
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Table 2 - Registered Places in Care Homes for Older People, Local Authorities with the Largest 
Increases/Decreases 

 
 
 

Table 2 shows the local authorities with the largest percentage increases and decreases in the number of registered 

places in care homes for older people, between March 2000 and March 2009. Annex Table 2 contains details of 

registered places for each census between these dates for all local authorities. The biggest percentage increase in 

registered places since March 2000 occurred in Clackmannanshire where the number of registered places has risen from 

203 in March 2000 to 288 in March 2009 (a 41.9 per cent increase). Other local authorities to have experienced large 

increases in the percentage of registered places were the Inverclyde, Orkney Islands, and North Lanarkshire. The biggest 

percentage decrease in the number of registered places since March 2000 occurred in Stirling. Here there had been a 

17.6 per cent decrease, a reduction of 137 places. Other local authorities to have experienced a large decrease were 

North Ayrshire, Scottish Borders and South Ayrshire. 
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3. Scotland Analysis – Care Homes for Physically Disabled People 

 

Table 3 – Care Homes, Places and Residents by Sector, March 2000 - March 2009 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 31 March 2009 there were 40 care homes for physically disabled people providing 547 places and housing 489 

residents.  

Since March 2000 the number of care homes has increased from 39 to 46 in 2004-2006 before dropping back to 40 

homes in March 2009. In the same period, the number of registered places has fallen from 823, a reduction of 276 

places, and the number of residents has dropped from 723 to 489, down by 234. Of the 40 care homes for physically 

disabled people, the majority, 31 (or 77.5 per cent) were operated by voluntary organisations. These voluntary homes 

offered 466 places to residents (85.2 per cent of all places). Of the remaining 9 care homes 3 were operated by local 

authorities and 6 were in the private sector.  
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4. Scotland Analysis – Care Homes for Adults with Mental health Problems 

 

Table 4 – Care Homes, Places and Residents by Sector, March 2000 - March 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 31 March 2009 there were 81 care homes in Scotland for adults with mental health problems. Of these 75.3 per 

cent (61 homes) were run by voluntary organisations. The 81 care homes offered a total of 1,052 places.  

The 61 care homes in the voluntary sector offered a total of 638 places. This compares to 15 privately owned care homes 

which offered a total of 333 places. The 5 local authority run care homes offered a total of 81 places. 

Since March 2000, the number of care homes offering services in this client group has dropped by 43, from 124 to 81. 

Over the same period the number of places has decreased by 137 and the number of residents by 163. 
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5. Scotland Analysis – Care Homes for Adults with Learning Disabilities 

 

Table 5 – Care Homes, Places and Residents by Sector, March 2000 - March 2009 

 

On 31 March 2009 there were 311 care homes for adults with learning disabilities. These homes offered a total of 2,857 

places and had 2,448 residents.  

 205 (65.9 per cent) of the care homes in this client group and 1523 (53.3 per cent) of the registered places were in the 

voluntary sector whilst 69 care homes (22.2 per cent) were in the private sector and 37 (11.9 per cent) were run by local 

authorities. The average size of these care homes varied between sectors. There were, on average, 7.4 places in 

voluntary sector homes, 8.9 places in local authority homes and 14.5 places in privately operated care homes. 

Since March 2000, the number of care homes has fallen by 69 from 380 in 2000 to the current level of 311 homes. There 

has been a corresponding drop in the number of places from 3,598 to 2,857. This is a reduction of 741 places (20.6 per 

cent). The number of residents in care homes for adults with learning disabilities has fallen by 847 from 3,295 in March 

2000 to 2,448 in March 2009.  
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6. Scotland Analysis – Care Homes for Adults in Other Client Group 

 

Table 6 – Care Homes, Places and Residents by Sector, March 2000 - March 2009 

 

 

Care homes registered for other types of user can include homes for adults with acquired brain injuries, mothers and 

children, alcohol related problems, drugs related problems, AIDS/HIV and other vulnerable groups.  

In March 2009 there were a total of 47 care homes for adults in other client groups. These homes offered a total of 595 

places, an average of 12.7 places per home, and had 439 residents. The majority of the 47 homes (40 homes or 85.1 per 

cent of all homes) operated in the voluntary sector and these homes offered a total of 489 places. Of the remaining 7 care 

homes, 3 were run by local authorities and 4 were privately run. The local authority run homes offered a total of 42 places 

whilst the 4 private homes offered 64 places. 

Since March 2000 the number of care homes in this client group has fallen by 20, from 67 to 47. This has coincided with a 

reduction of 328 places, from 923 to 595 and of 315 residents from 754 to 439. 
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7. Background Information on the Census of Care Home Establishments 

 
The Scottish Care Home census is intended to cover all adult care home establishments that are registered with the Care 

Commission. The Care Commission is responsible for regulating a wide range of social services and was established 

under the Regulation of Care (Scotland) Act 2001. 

This census was first issued in March 2003 and replaced two previous surveys. It combined the former ‘Residential Care 

Home Census – R1’ (run by the Scottish Government) and the ‘Private Nursing Homes Census’ (run by ISD Scotland). In 

March 2006 some of the data collection, relating mainly to care home places, was taken over by the Care Commission. 

Therefore, this publication excludes tables relating to places in single rooms, en-suite places and occupancy rates that 

have been published in statistics releases for previous censuses.  

Figures showing the number and percentage of care home places in single rooms and the number and percentage of en-

suite places in care homes are available from Audit Scotland. This data is shown as indicator 3 in the adult social work 

performance indicators at 

http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/performance/service/ 

Care should be taken when interpreting the Audit Scotland data. The local authority split shows places that are funded by 

each local authority as opposed to places located in each authority as is the case in this statistics release. 

The number of Care Homes which were operational at the March census was 1,442. Full or partial responses were 

received from 1,062 open care homes giving a response rate of approximately 73.6 per cent. 

The figures in this statistics release have been grossed up to take account of non-response. The methodology adopted 

was based on carrying forward previous records available for the care home in question.  

All figures in this release omit care homes that deregistered to become Housing Support services.  

Further Information 

Further details and analysis of the data presented in this Statistics Release is available on request from the following 

address. The Statistics Release is also available on the Scottish Government web site (www.scotland.gov.uk). This 

release was published on 27 April 2010. 

Community Care Statistics 

Basement Rear 

St Andrew’s House 

Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 

Contact: Steven Gillespie 

Tel: 0131 244 3777 

E-mail: SWStat@scotland.gov.uk
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Annex 

 

The Annex provides further detailed analysis. 

 
Table 1: Care Homes and Registered Places by Local Authority - All Care Homes for Adults 

Table 2: Registered Places and Percentage Change by Local Authority - Care Homes for Older People 

Table 3: Registered places by Local Authority and Sector / places per 1,000 population aged 65+ - Care Homes 

  for Older People 

Table 4: Care Homes by Client Group: March 2000 – March 2009 
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Notes: 

1. Registered Places – The number of places registered in care homes for older people. Figures are given by 
 local authority for March 2000 – March 2009. 

2. % Change  2000 – 2009 – The percentage change in the number of registered places in care homes for older 
people between March 2000 and March 2009. The change is given by individual local authority and for Scotland overall.  

3. % Change during year to March 2009 – The percentage change in the number of registered places in care homes 
for older people between March 2008 and March 2009. The change is given by local authority and for Scotland overall. 
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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN GROUP 
 

OUR AIM 
 
To provide relevant and reliable information, analysis and advice that meet the needs of government, business and the people of 
Scotland. 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 
1. To produce statistics and analysis relevant to user needs by 

• Developing our understanding of customer requirements to ensure statistics are kept relevant and analysis is well targeted;  
• Developing the range of statistics and analysis we produce; 
• Where practicable improving timeliness; 

• Providing more statistics disaggregated by age, gender and ethnicity; 
• Developing more data for small areas through the Neighbourhood Statistics project; 
• Contributing to production of comparable statistics across the UK and internationally. 

 
2. To ensure effective use of our statistics by 

• Contributing more directly to policy processes inside and where possible outside government; 
• Improving access to and presentation of data and analysis; 
• Improving the advice provided on statistics. 

 
3. To work effectively with users and providers by 

• Maintaining arrangements to consult and involve users and providers; 
• Involving users and providers in planning developments in outputs and processes; 
• Minimising the burden on data providers through dropping or streamlining collections as appropriate, to ensure the benefits of 

the information justify the costs of collection. 
 
4. To develop the quality of statistics by 

• Assuring and improving quality as an integral part of data collection and analysis and through regular reviews in line with 

National Statistics quality strategy; 
• Developing statistical methods, systems and classifications; 
• Working with the rest of the Government Statistical Service to develop joint approaches/solutions where appropriate. 

 
5. To assure the integrity of statistics by 

• Maintaining and promoting integrity through implementation of the National Statistics Code of Practice and related protocols; 
• Safeguarding the confidentiality of data subjects. 

 

6. To ensure the efficient and effective delivery of statistics products and services by 
• Making best use of all sources including administrative sources; 
• Working with other analysts to maximise the contribution of our own and other analysts’ work; 
• Ensuring value for money; 
• Making best use of Information and Communications Technology; 
• Ensuring effective communication within the Statistician Group. 

 
7. To develop our workforce and competences 

• Ensuring recruitment of staff with the necessary skills and potential; 
• Ensuring development of expertise amongst existing staff; 
• Promoting and upholding the standards of the statistics profession. 

 
 

This is a National Statistics publication 
 
"This is a National Statistics publication.  It has been produced to high professional standards set out in the National Statistics Code of 
Practice Protocol - see www.statistics.gov.uk/about_ns/cop/default.asp 

 
These statistics undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs.  They are produced free from any 
political interference." 
 
Details of pre-release access will be provided in the Scottish Government Statistics Website under 'Forthcoming Releases' 
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Correspondence and enquiries 
 

Enquiries Community Care Statistics 
should be addressed to: 
 

Steven Gillespie 

Analytical Services Division 
Health Directorate 
St Andrews House 

Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Telephone: 0131 244 3777; Fax: 0131 244 2371 
e-mail: Swstat@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

General enquiries on Scottish Government statistics 
can be addressed to: 
 

 

Office of the Chief Statistician 
Scottish Government 
1N.04, St Andrews House 

EDINBURGH   EH1 3DG 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0442; Fax: (0131) 244 2223 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Advice on specific areas of Scottish Government statistical work can be obtained from staff at the telephone numbers given below: 
 

Scottish Government Statistics contacts 

Agricultural census and labour force (0131) 244 6150 

Business (0141) 242 5446 

Community Care (0131) 244 3777 

Courts and law (0131) 244 2227 

 Environment (0131) 244 0445 

 Equality (0131) 244 0324 

 Fisheries   (0131) 244 6441 

Further and Higher Education   (0141) 242 0273 

Health (0131) 244 3432 

Housing (0131) 244 7236 

Income, Tax and Benefits (0131) 244 2583 

Labour market (0141) 242 5446 

Local government finance (0131) 244 7033 

Planning (0131) 244 0439 

Prisons (0131) 244 2147 

Recorded crime (0131) 244 2635 

Schools – pupils and teachers (0131) 244 1689 

Schools – qualifications (0131) 244 0315 

Scottish Government personnel (0131) 244 3926 

Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics  (0131) 244 0442 

The Economy (0131) 244 2234 

Transport (0131) 244 7255  

Other contacts for Scottish statistics 

Forestry Commission (0131) 314 6337 

General Register Office for Scotland 
- Vital statistics and publications 

-  Population statistics, census statistics 
or digital boundary products 

(0131) 314 4243 
 

(0131) 314 4254 

The Scottish Funding Councils for 
Higher and Further Education 

(0131) 313 6575 
 

 
For general enquiries about National Statistics in the 
United Kingdom Government contact the National Statistics 

Public Enquiry Service on 
 
020 7533 5888 

minicom: 01633 812399 
Email: info@statistics.gov.uk 
Fax: 01633 652747 

Letters: room DG/18, 1 Drummond Gate, 
LONDON SW1V 2QQ 
 

You can also find National Statistics on the internet -  
go to www.statistics.gov.uk 
 

 

If you would like to be consulted about new or existing statistical collections or receive notification of forthcoming statistical publications, please register 
your interest on the Scottish Government ScotStat website at www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat 
 

Current contact points, e-mail addresses and the publications listed below as well as a range of other statistical publications can be found on the 
Scottish Government Web site at www.scotland.gov.uk/stats 
 

Further information on the General Register Office for Scotland is available on the website www.gro-scotland.gov.uk 
 

Most recent Health Statistical Publications relating to the Community Care theme  

Ref no. Title Last published Price 

9780755978366 Respite Care, Scotland 2009 (Final Figures) 23 February 2010 - 

9780755978120 Self-directed Support (Direct Payments), Scotland, 2009 26 January 2010 - 

9780755977529 Home Care Services, Scotland, 2009 24 November 2009 - 

9780755977536 Free Personal and Nursing Care, Scotland, 2007/08 24 November 2009 - 

9780755977048 Registered Blind & Partially Sighted Persons, Scotland 2008 27 October 2009 - 

9780755970582 Adults with Learning Disabilities, The Same as You?, Scotland 2007 25 March 2008  

   - 

 

Additional copies of these publications may be purchased from Scottish Government Publication Sales, Blackwell’s Bookshop, 53 South Bridge, 

Edinburgh, EH1 1YS, Telephone: 0131 622 8283 or 0131 622 8258, Fax: 0131 557 8149. Cheques should be made payable to ‘Blackwell’s Bookshop’. 
 

Complaints and suggestions 
If you are not satisfied with our service, please write to the Chief Statistician, Mr Rob Wishart, 1N.03, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG, 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0302, e-mail rob.wishart@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.  We also welcome any comments or suggestions that would help us to improve 

our standards of service. 
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