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Assessment –

To sit beside

Evaluation –

To find the value of
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Independent Review of Assessment and Reporting

• An evidence-informed review of the current model of the 
current model of assessment and reporting practices at 
the student, classroom, school, board and provincial 
levels and its impact on learning, achievement and well-
being. This should include consideration of Indigenous 
educational assessments at the classroom, school, board 
and system levels where language, culture and land-
based learning are part of well-being.

• A theory of action to support the best roles and uses of 
assessment and reporting at each level to inform various 
objectives including student learning.

• Evidence-informed and implementable 
recommendations for change based on the above.

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/preview/lhae/UserFiles/File/OntarioLearningProvince2018.pdf
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The Case for Change

 The case for change:  changing students in a changing Ontario and world. 

 Time for change: Over 20 years since the Royal Commission on Learning, a 
curriculum refresh with the Transformation Steering Committee, and a 
process of modernization was already in process by EQAO.  

 Demand for change:  Review participants let us know a strong majority 
consensus for change.

 Vision for change:  a student-centred K-12 system of assessment.
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International Assessments 

Online Survey Responses
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Recommendations: K-12 System of Assessment
13 Areas for Improvement;

18 Recommendations.

“We began the Review with our vision that students’ experiences –
their needs, learning, progress and well-being – are at the centre of 
decisions about future assessment design and use. We have held 
firm to that vision to guide our decisions. It is our unanimous view 
and conclusion that it is time to make the continuous improvement 
of effective classroom assessments and feedback for students with 
educators and parents/guardians the central feature of assessment 
in Ontario.”

(Campbell et al., 2018, p. 72).



K-12 Assessment System Transformation Benefits

Enhanced student  choice in 
assessments to meet their needs 

and interests

Improved student engagement in 
assessments which reflect their 
diverse cultures, contexts and 

experiences

Assessments more closely 
reflect students’ day-to-day 

learning, including use of 
technology Support all students to demonstrate 

their learning through appropriate 
modifications and accommodations

Enriched, timely descriptive 
feedback to  provide guidance to 

students to improve learning

Minimized time and 
anxiety for test 

preparation

Assess refreshed 
essential knowledge 

and transferable 
skills to equip 

students to succeed

Prioritized focus on  
communication and learning 

among students, educators and 
parents/guardians
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“No system of assessment is perfect. Any given system will 
have weaknesses and unintended consequences. The goal is 
to establish a system that is well understood, maximizes 
benefits, minimizes limitations and evolves through 
continuous innovation and improvement.” 

(Campbell et al., 2018, p. 34).
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Students’ 
development, 

learning, 
attainment well-
being & equity

Pedagogy, curriculum, 
assessment & technology

Professional judgement and practice:
teaching, leadership and parent/family engagement
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Assess –
To sit beside
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Thank you!

Carol Campbell, 

Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of 
Toronto

Twitter: @CarolCampbell4

Email: Carol.Campbell@utoronto.ca

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/preview/lhae/UserFiles/File/
OntarioLearningProvince2018.pdf
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