
Any enquiries about the issue of passports should be directed to
SEERAD, Animal Health and Welfare, Room 350, Pentland House,
47 Robb’s Loan, Edinburgh EH14 1TY (tel. no. 0131 244 6405) or to
a passport issuing organisation (see inside for details).

Further copies of this report are available from
The Stationery Office Bookshop
71 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9AZ
Tel 0870 606 5566

© Crown Copyright 2003  Astron B32803 12/03
The pages of this leaflet are produced from 100% elemental chlorine free,
environmentally preferred material and are 100% recyclable.

w w w . s c o t l a n d . g o v . u k

9 780755 940790

ISBN 0-7559-4079-2

B32803 Horse Passport A5  12/1/03  10:48 AM  Page 1



MEDICINES AND YOUR HORSE
All horse owners and keepers will want enough authorised veterinary medicines to be
available to treat horses which become unwell. This could be a wormer, painkiller, vaccine
or an antibiotic to heal an infection. Under EU legislation the horse is defined as a food
animal and many horse owners and keepers may not be aware of the rules that have to be
followed when using medicines because of the possibility that the animal may eventually
enter the human food chain.

Most medicines authorised for use in horses in the UK have not been through the tests
necessary to show they are safe to use in a food-producing animal. This is because the
horse is not generally regarded as a food-producing animal in the UK. Consequently 75% of
veterinary medicines authorised for use in horses in the UK carry a warning indicating that
they must not be used to treat horses intended for human consumption.

However, it remains important that the meat from any UK horse exported for human
consumption is safe to eat. In other words, we must be sure no illegal residues of
medicines remain. If the safety of meat from horses slaughtered in the UK cannot be
properly controlled one possibility is that many of the medicines which are currently
authorised for use in horses could be withdrawn. The new horse passport requirements
will reduce the risk of a ban being introduced on these medicines in the UK as long as
horse owners adhere to the requirements.

Please ensure that horses which are to be sent for human consumption do not receive 
any medicines which carry the warning: ‘not for use in horses intended for human
consumption’. The new horse passport legislation will help owners ensure that every 
horse, going for meat production, enters the human food chain having received only
medicines which are authorised for the treatment of food-producing animals. These
medicines carry instructions defining a suitable treatment-free (withdrawal) period which
must be observed before slaughter. It is important that horses going for slaughter are
accompanied by a valid passport.

Food derived from animals is sampled according to a testing programme run by the 
VMD. The samples are analysed for residues which could be present. For horses, various
substances are looked for, including wormers, antibiotics, banned substances and anti-
inflammatory drugs such as phenylbutazone (bute). If any residues are found in excess 
of a permitted amount, or if any amount at all is found for those substances which are not
permitted, investigations are carried out and prosecutions may follow. Any prosecution
may involve the horse owner and/or keeper. All owners need to be aware that the law will
be enforced where the evidence shows that it has not been respected.

DEFRA APPROVED PIOs:

British Bavarian Warmblood Association
Tel: 01651 882226
Web: www.bbwa.co.uk 

Clydesdale Horse Society
Tel: 01575 570900
Web: www.clydesdalehorsesociety.com 

Comann Each nan Eilean Ltd
(Eriskay Pony Society)
Tel: 01878 720201

Eriskay Pony Society
Tel: 01764 670626   Fax: 01764 679662
E-ml: marymcgillivray@beeb.net 

Fjord Horse Registry of Scotland
Tel: 01651 891712
E-ml: studbook@norwegian-fjord-horse.co.uk 

Highland Pony Society
Tel: 01738 451861
E-ml: secretary@highlandponysociety.com

Scottish Icelandic Horse Association
Tel: 01569 764166   Fax: 01569 764966
E-ml: chairman@siha.org.uk 

Scottish Sports Horse 
Tel: 01382 380605
E-ml: lorna@scottishsportshorse.org  

Shetland Pony Society
Tel: 01738 623471   Fax: 01738 442274
Web: www.shetlandponystudbooksociety.co.uk 

American Quarter Horse Association
Tel: 01303 814879
E-ml: aqhauk@aol.com 

American Saddlebred Association
Tel: 01323 870977
E-ml: asaogb@americansaddlebreds.co.uk 

Anglo-European Studbook Ltd
Tel: 01892 610155
E-ml: pat@aes-uk.demon.uk 

Appaloosa Horse Club (ApHc) UK Ltd
Tel: 01202 897469
E-ml: amazingapps@aol.com 

Arab Horse Society
Tel: 01672 520782
E-ml: info@arabhorsesoc-uk.com 

British Appaloosa Society
Tel: 02392 528069
E-ml: secretary@appaloosa.org.uk 

The British Driving Society
Tel: 01926 624420
E-ml: email@britishdrivingsociety.co.uk 

British Equestrian Federation
Tel: 02476 6698871
E-ml: info@bef.co.uk 

British Hanoverian Horse Society
Tel: 01353 777078
E-ml: jshenfield@jshenfield.worldonline.co.uk 

Harness Racing Club
Tel: 01405 766877
E-ml: harnessgb@aol.com 

The British Horse Society Tel: 08701 299992 
Scottish Branch Tel: 01764 656334
E-ml: h.cripps@bhs.org.uk

British Miniature Horse Society
Tel: 01747 861619E-ml: zealshouse@aol.com

British Palomino Society
Tel: 01239 851387
E-ml: britpal@lineone.net

British Percheron Horse Society
Tel: 01379 740554
E-ml: secretary@percheron.org.uk

British Skewbald and Piebald Association
Tel: 01354 638226

Native British Spotted Pony Society
Tel: 01724 783900

British Lipizzaner Horse Society
Tel: 01570 480090
E-ml:  info@lipizzaner.org.uk

British Warmblood Society and Sports
Horse Registry
Tel: 01215 595493

The Caspian Breed Society (UK)
Tel: 01249 782246
E-ml: uk.caspiansociety@virgin.net

The Caspian Horse Society
Tel: 01509 561845
E-ml: rlharris@talk21.com 

Cleveland Bay Horse Society
Tel: 01904 489731
E-ml: cbay@stephenson.co.uk

Coloured Horse and Pony Society
Tel: 01685 845045
E-ml: chapsuk@compuserve.com 

Dales Pony Society
Tel: 01629 640439
E-ml: dalespony@dalespony.fsnet.co.uk 

Dartmoor Pony Society
Tel: 01487 822635 
E-ml: dartmoorponysociety@talk21.com 

Donkey Breed Society
Tel: 01732 864414
Scottish Branch Tel: 01577 830250
E-ml: carol@morse.freeserve.co.uk 

English Connemara Pony Society
Tel: 01398 341490
E-ml: secretary@britishconnemaras.co.uk 

Exmoor Pony Society
Tel: 01398 341490
E-ml: secretary@exmoorponys.org.uk 

Fell Pony Society
Tel: 01461 600606
E-ml: fpsoc@bhs-inter.net 

Friesian Horse Association of GB & Ireland Ltd
Tel: 01977 703187
E-ml: sam@friesians.co.uk

Hackney Horse Society
Tel: 01985 840717
E-ml: hackney.horse@talk21.com 

Haflinger Society of GB
Tel: 01761 490923
E-ml: registrar@haflingergb.com 

Hurlingham Polo Association
Tel: 01367 242828
E-ml: enquiries@hpa-polo.co.uk 

The Irish Draught Horse Society
Tel: 01722 714970
E-ml secretary@irishdraughthorsesociety.com 

International Miniature Horse & Pony Society
Tel: 07000 781216
Fax: 01558 650476

The Lusitano Breed Society
Tel: 01531 660289
E-ml: studbook@lusitano.co.uk 

Lipizzaner National Studbook of GB
Tel: 01570 480090
E-ml: info@lipizzaner.org.uk 

The Miniature Mediterranean Donkey Assoc
Tel: 01394 450615 
E-ml: jill.mmda@btinternet.com 

National Pony Society
Tel: 01420 88333
E-ml: secretary@nationalponysociety.org.uk 

British New Forest Pony Breeding Society
Tel: 01425 672775
E-ml: forestpony@enterprise.net 

Shire Horse Society
Tel: 01733 234451
E-ml: betsy@eastofengland.org.uk 

Sports Horse Breeding of GB
Tel: 01732 866277
E-ml: registration@sporthorsegb.co.uk 

The Sports Pony Stud Book
Tel: 01844 237708 
E-ml: bernwode@ukonline.co.uk 

The Spotted Pony Breed Society
Tel: 01527 833880

The Standard and Trotting Horse Association of
GB and Ireland
Tel: 01653 789367
E-ml: eblazak@aol.com 

Suffolk Horse Society
Tel: 01394 380643 
E-ml: sec@suffolkhorsesociety.org.uk 

Trakehner Breeders Fraternity
Tel: 01424 813830
E-ml sian@birman.co.uk 

Weatherbys
Tel: 01933 440077
E-ml: eking@weatherbys-group.com 

Welsh Pony and Cob Society
Tel: 01970 617501 
E-ml: secretary@wpcs.co.uk 

SCOTTISH APPROVED PIOs:

FULL PIO LIST AVAILABLE ON www.defra.gov.uk

Please contact one of the Passport Issuing Organisations listed below if:
– you do not already hold a passport or
– your current passport does not contain a ‘medication record’ section.
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