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INTRODUCTION

Making Scotland’s communities safer and stronger is one of five themes under which action will be taken to achieve the Scottish Government’s Strategic Objectives.  Improving road safety is an important element in making communities safer places to live.

Road safety is an issue that affects everyone in Scotland.  We all need to use the roads to get around – to school, to work, to the doctor, to the shops, to the cinema. Most of us use the roads every day, as drivers, passengers, cyclists and pedestrians, and for many people driving is the main part of their job.  It is essential therefore, to ensure that, as far as possible, we can all use the roads in safety.

BACKGROUND

Scotland’s Road Safety Framework to 2020
 was launched by Stewart Stevenson, Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change on 15 June 2009. It sets out a high-level vision for road safety in Scotland, the main national Scottish priorities in road safety, the first ever Scottish Road Safety Targets and a number of commitments all intended to further reduce deaths and serious injuries on Scotland’s roads.  

The Framework includes a commitment to publish an annual report at the end of each calendar year with achievement against road safety casualty reduction targets and key actions taken to meet commitments from the Framework.    
Six months after the launch of the Framework, this year’s report is an interim report taking stock of early progress and achievement and setting out what the Scottish Government, along with our partners in road safety including local authorities and the police, intend to do in the forthcoming year to meet our Framework commitments. 

Key Road Safety Partners including the Police, Local Authorities and Road Safety Scotland, have reinforced their commitment to the Road Safety Framework through their participation in a Road Safety Strategic Partnership Board which will play a leading role in helping to deliver the road safety commitments.  Current membership of this Board is shown at the end of the report.

SCOTTISH ACHIEVEMENT OF GB ROAD SAFETY TARGETS

Current targets to 2010 set for Great Britain by the Department for Transport in association with the Scottish and Welsh devolved administrations are:

· a 40% reduction in the number of people killed or seriously injured
  in road accidents

· a 50% reduction in the number of children killed or seriously injured

· a 10% reduction in the slight casualty rate
, expressed as the number of people slightly injured per 100 million vehicle kilometres.

Against these targets by 2008, (latest reported figures
) Scotland had achieved a 41% reduction in killed and seriously injured; a 65% reduction in children killed and seriously injured and a 38% reduction in the slight casualty rate.

The charts below show Scottish target achievement in the past eight years since the GB targets commenced.   
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[image: image2.emf]Chart 2: Progress against the 2010 GB Target: Child Killed or Seriously Injured
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[image: image3.emf]Chart 3: Progress against the 2010 GB Target: Slight Casualties
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Source: Scottish Government Stats19 data
FUTURE CHALLENGES

Our Vision for the Future
Our road safety vision for Scotland is:

‘A steady reduction in the numbers of those killed and those seriously injured, with the ultimate vision of a future where no-one is killed on Scotland’s roads, and the injury rate is much reduced.’ 

There has been some criticism of our vision which encompasses zero tolerance of road deaths.  We do not expect to achieve this in the lifespan of this Framework. However, along with many other leading countries in road safety, we believe that no death on the roads can ever be acceptable.  The everyday action of using the roads whether it be by walking, cycling, riding or driving should not carry the risk of death.    
To help make progress towards this vision we have set national Scottish casualty reduction targets for the next ten years and these are outlined below.

Our Targets – A Step towards our Vision
Considerable progress has already been made by Scotland in achieving, and indeed exceeding, current GB road casualty reduction targets. However, the risk of death and injury is still unacceptably high and more needs to be done particularly in respect of children, young drivers and rural roads.
For this reason we refuse to be complacent about target achievement. For the ten years following the end of the current GB targets on 31 December 2010, we have set ambitious casualty reduction targets for Scotland which will cover the period from 1 January 2011 to 31 December 2020   

These are the first ever national Scottish targets and we are in no doubt that it will take a concerted effort from all road safety partners in order to achieve these targets. We do not underestimate the difficulty of the task, especially as Scotland is starting from a strong position.  To not only maintain this position, but to better it, will be tough. However we are committed to doing just that.
What are the new Scottish Targets?

· 40% reduction in people killed by year end 2020

· 55% reduction in people seriously injured by year end 2020 

· 50% reduction in children aged under 16 killed by year end 2020

· 65% reduction in children aged under 16 seriously injured by year end 2020
In addition, we will continue the previous 10% reduction target in the slight casualty rate to 2010. 
This is against a baseline figure of the average for 2004 to 2008 (inclusive).

What do these targets mean in terms of lives saved?

The charts below show Scottish target achievement required to meet these targets.  Achievement will mean the following:   

· The 40% reduction in people killed means over 100 fewer deaths.

· The 55% reduction in people seriously injured means over 1400 fewer serious injuries.

· The 50% reduction in children killed means 7 fewer deaths.

· The 65% reduction in children seriously injured means over 210 fewer serious injuries.

We are asking our road safety partners to help us achieve these targets through their own local and organisational contributions. 
[image: image4.emf] Chart 4: 2020 Scottish Target: 40% reduction in fatalities
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[image: image5.emf] Chart 5: 2020 Scottish Target: 55% reduction in Seriously Injured casualties
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[image: image6.emf] Chart 6: 2020 Scottish Target: 50% reduction in Child fatalities
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[image: image7.emf]Chart 7: 2020 Scottish Target: 65% reduction in Children Seriously Injured
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ACHIEVEMENTS AGAINST SHORT TERM COMMITMENTS TO END OF 2009

The new Scottish targets are challenging but reflect our focus on driving down fatalities as well as serious injury for all age groups and, specifically, for children.  Of course, we are only too aware that setting targets is relatively easy.  Actually achieving them will require enormous effort, co-operation and perseverance.  

There is a strong commitment to help achieve the targets from our existing dedicated road safety partners with whom we already have excellent partnership working arrangements. 

Road users too have a part to play in helping to ensure their own safety and the safety of others when using the roads.  The Framework has advice on how each of us can take personal responsibility for road safety.

To help achieve the new targets, we have set out a range of high level commitments in our Framework.  

We have already made a start in turning some of our commitments into action with our road safety partners. 
· Road Safety Scotland launched a portal from their website at end July 2009 which gives good motorcycle safety advice, as well as featuring some ‘top tips’ for riders and an ‘Ask The Expert’ section. http://www.dontriskit.info/motorbikes/home/ 

· The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) (Scotland) launched the Scottish Occupational Road Safety Alliance (ScORSA) website on 10 September 2009. The resource is a unique initiative to help small and medium-sized firms to develop policies on Managing Occupational Road Risk (MORR) for their employees. http://www.scorsa.org.uk/ 

· By end August 2009, Transport Scotland had set up Route Safety Groups for each of the trunk road routes with representation from local authorities, police forces, emergency services and safety camera partnerships. The Groups will develop a sound knowledge base made up of route information and contacts; accident analysis; stakeholder and community issues; scheme programmes and technical projects and initiatives to inform future road safety actions.

· Road Safety Scotland developed ‘Your Call’ (a new DVD resource which uses social networking technology) for young people aged 11-14 which was launched in July 2009. The resource includes contemporary learning approaches which fuel discussion, stimulate debate and allow for personal reflection on the consequences of a road accident.

In addition to the commitments which have already been achieved, a number of commitments have begun and are ongoing:

●   Aberdeenshire Council have designed a school bus sign and are also running

a pilot campaign to heighten awareness for both drivers and schoolchildren

around school bus pick up and drop off points (PUDO’s).  Once the pilots have been evaluated, we will share the results with other road safety partners in Scotland.

●   To target young drivers on rural roads, Road Safety Scotland ran cinema adverts to highlight the consequences of a momentary distraction.  The advert was supported by in-cinema foyer activity with Bluetooth enabled versions of the advert relayed to mobile phones.  The campaign also included xBox live gaming activity and online activity. A follow on media campaign which features cinema adverts on rural roads dangers will be available to be screened at beginning of February 2010.

●   To raise awareness of the importance of seatbelts, Ministerial approval has been given to 2010 being designated as The Year of the Seatbelt in Scotland. Partners on the Strategic Partnership Board have confirmed their commitment to support this campaign through targeted activity.  It is estimated that 35 lives per year in Scotland could be saved if everybody used their seatbelts whenever they travel in a vehicle. 

●    In October 2009, ACPOS (The Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland) launched the 2009-2012 Road Policing Framework which encapsulates Scotland’s Road Safety Framework to 2020 and outlines how Scottish forces will contribute to the road safety vision.  The document includes the following five key strategic objectives: reduce the number of persons injured on our roads; deny criminals the use of our roads; reduce anti-social use of our roads; enhance re-assurance by patrolling our roads; and tackle the threat of terrorism.

●   All eight safety camera partnerships now have the new national viewing and administration system implemented in their area.   This system will allow the partnerships to share information which in turn will inform enforcement and communications strategies.

All of these initiatives are real examples of road safety partners working together to help deliver reductions in deaths and serious injuries on Scotland’s roads.

Road Safety Strategic Partnership Board – membership
Chair:

Stewart Stevenson 

Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change 



(AGM only)

Jonathan Pryce 

Director, Transport, Scottish Government

Members:

Donald Carmichael

Deputy Director, Bus, Road Safety and Local Roads 




Policy, Scottish Government

Jill Mulholland 

Team Leader, Road Safety, Scottish Government
Christie Smith 

Deputy Director, Police Division, Scottish Government

Mike Palmer
 

Deputy Director, Health Improvement Strategy and 




Support, Scottish Government
Michael McDonnell
 
Director, Road Safety Scotland

Kevin Smith 


Chair, Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland 




(ACPOS), Road Policing Business Area

Jimmy Campbell 

Chief Fire Officers Association, Fire and Rescue Service

Alison Hay 


Spokesperson for Regeneration and Sustainable Growth, 



including Transport, CoSLA (AGM only)
Anil Gupta 


CoSLA representative (meetings apart from the AGM)
William Munro 

Society of Local Authority Chief Executives (SOLACE)

Douglas Muir 

Chair, Society of Chief Officers of Transportation in 




Scotland (SCOTS) Transportation and Road Safety 




Working Group

Jim Barton 


Chief Road Engineer and Director, Transport Scotland

Roy Brannen 

Head of Network Operations, Transport Scotland 

Jim Dale 


Director, Scottish Safety Camera Programme
Chris MacIntosh 

Principal Depute, Criminal Justice Team within Policy 




Division, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service
Derek Couper 

Chair, Scottish Youth Parliament

� Scotland’s Road Safety Framework to 2020 published 15 June 2009 � HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/10/01090036/19" ��http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/10/01090036/19�





� 	A serious injury is defined as an injury which does not cause death less than 30 days after the accident and which is one (or more) of the following categories:


- an injury for which a person is detained in hospital as an in-patient


-any of the following injuries (whether or not the person is detained in hospital): fractures, concussion, internal injuries, crushings, severe cuts and lacerations, severe general shock requiring treatment


- any injury causing death 30 or more days after the accident


� A slight injury is defined as an injury which is neither fatal nor serious – for example, a sprain, bruise or cut which is not judged to be severe, or slight shock requiring roadside attention


� Reported Road Casualties Scotland, published 23 November 2009 - � HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/11/23103624/0" ��http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/11/23103624/0� 






