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51.-(1) Every local autherity within the meaning of !bis Part Establishment
ef this Act shall. befare 16th May 1976. er such later date as may and general
be agreed by the Secretary of State, submit to. the Secretary af purpose ~f
State, in accordance with the provisions ef this Part of this Act, ~~=~lty
a scheme far the establishment af cammunity cauncils for their

. area.
(2) In addition to. any other purpose which a community

cauncil may pursue. the general purpese ef a cammunity council
shall be to. ascertain, co-ordinate and express to. the lecal
autherities fer its area, and to. public autharities, the views ef
the cemmunity which it represents, in relatian to. matters· fer
which these autherities are respensible, and to. take suc];1actien
in the interests ef that cemmunity as appears to. it to.be expedient
and practicable.

(3) In this Part of this Act, except subsectian (2) abeve,
••local autharity" means an islands cauncil or a district ceuncil.

52.-(1) Every lacal autherity shall give public. netice af their Schemes.
intentian ,to.frame a scheme for the establishment ef cammunity
ceuncils, and any such notice shall invite the public, within a
period af not less than eight weeks fram the date ef the netice,
to.make suggestians as to. the areas and campasitian ef the cem-
munity ceuncils.

(2) After cansidering suggestians made under subsectien (1)
above, the local authority shall prepare and give public notice
of a draft scheme which shall cantain-

{a) a ma:p shawing the baundaries ef the prapesed areas
of comm,umty councils and their populatiens. and the
baundaries af any area fer which the loCal autherity
consider a community council to. be unnecessary; .

(b) where a local autherity consider that a commumty
council is unnecessary far any area, a statement of
their reasans far arriving at this cenclusian;
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(b) specifying the ferms to. be used and the particulars to. PART III
be previded fer the purpese ef claiming payments
under these sectiens ; .

(c) previding fer the publication by a bedy to.which sectiens
45 to. 47 of this Act apply, in ,the minutes ef that body
or otherwise, of details ef such payments.

(2) A statutory instrument containing regulatians under section
45 or 49 af tbis Act ar this sectien shall be subject to. annulment
in pursuance of a reselutien af either Hause ef Parliament.
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PART IV (c) provisions relating to qualifications of electors, elec-
tions or other voting arrangements, composition, meet-
ings, financing and accounts of community councils;

(d) provisions concerning the procedures to be adopted
by' which the community councils on the one hand and
the local and public authorities with responsibilities in
the areas of the community .councils on the other will
keep each other informed on matters of mutual

" interest; and
(e) such other information as, in the opinion of the local

authority, would help the public to make a reasonable
appraisal of the scheme.

(3) The notice mentioned in subsection (2) above shall invite
the public, within a period of not less than eight weeks from the
date of the notice, to make to the local authority representa-
tions as respects the draft scheme.. '

(4) Mer considering any representations made under sub-
section (3) above. the local authority may amend the draft
scheme to take account of those representations and shall submit
the scheme to the Secretary of State for his B\PProvalalong with
any outstanding representa:tions and their comments upon them.

(5) The Secretary of State. after holding. if he tb.inks fit. a
local inquiry in relation to the whole scheme or a.nypart thereof,
may approve, with or without modifications, a scheme submitted
to hini under subsection (4) above. or may refer the scheme
back, in whole or in part, for further consideration by the local
authority concerned. '

(6) After the Secretary of State has approved a scheme. the
local authority shall give' public notice of the scheme in its
approved form together with public notice of such a scheme as
it applies to each proposed area, by exhibition in that area,
and any such notice shall contain an invitation to electors in the
area concerned to apply in writing to the local authority for the
establishment of a community council in accordance with the
scheme.

(7) Where not less than 20 electors, apply as mentioned in
subsection (6) above. the local authority shall. within not more
than six. weeks from the date of' the application. organise. in
accordance with the scheme, elections or other voting arrange-
ments for the purpose of establishing the community council. .

Amendment 53.-(1) Having regard to changing circumstances and to any
of schemes. representations made to them. every .local authority shall from

time to time review schemes made and approved under section
. S2 of this Act and. where they consider that such a scheme

ought to be amended, they shall give public notice of their
proposals. inviting any community council concerned and the
public to make to the local authority representations as respects'
the proposalS.
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(2) Where no representations as respects proposals are· made PART IV
under subsection (1) above or any made have been withdrawn,
the scheme shall have effect as amended by the pToposals.

(3) Where representations as aforesaid are not withdrawn,
the Ioca.l authority may amend thek proposals to take account
of those representations and shall submit their proposals to
the Secretary of State for his· approval along with any out-
standing representations and their comments upon them.

(4) The Secretary of State, after holding, if he thinks fit, a
local inquiry in relation to proposals submitted to him under
subsection (3) above, may approve the proposals, with or with-
out modifications, or may refuse to approve them, and where he
approves the proposals. the local authority shaLl give public
notice of the proposals and the scheme shall have effect as
amended by the proposals.

54.-(1) If, contrary to section 51 of this Act. a local authority Default
fail to submit to the Secretary of State a scheme for their area powers of tbe
or any part thereof~ he may himself prepare a. scheme. carry out Secretary of

1· hi h hi b . d State underany consu tatlODSw c. seem to· m to ; e approprIate. an • Part IV
if he thinks fit. hold\ a local inquiry in relation to the scheme ..

(2) After considering those consultations and the result of any
local inquiry ~ the Secretary of State may confirm the Scheme
subject to such. if any. modifications as he thinks fit. and may
organise, in accordance with the scheme, elections or other voting
arrangements for the purpose of establishing a community coun-
cil or councils for the area or areas concerned.

(3) If, contrary to section 53 of this Act. a local authority
fail to review a scheme or make proposals in pursuance of such
review, the Secretary of State may propose amendments to the
scheme, carry out consultations and hold a local inquiry as
aforesaid.

(4) After considering those consultations and the result of any
local inquiry, the Secretary of State may confirm the amend-
ments subject to such, if any, modifications as he thinks fit.

(5) Where a scheme -or amendments are confirmed by the
Secretary of State under this section. he shall give public notice·
of the scheme or ,amendments as confirmed.

(6) Any expenses incurred by the Seaetary of State by virtue
of this section, which he certifies as having been inCUII'edin
performing the functions of a local authority. may be recovered
by him from that authority.

SSe Regional. islands and district councils may make such Assistance to
contributions as they think fit towards the expenses of com- cornrn?nity
munity councils within their areas, may make loans to those coun- councIls.
cils and may, at the request of such community councils, provide
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PART IV them with staff, services, accommodation, furniture, vehicles and
equipment, on such terms as to payment or otherwise as may be
agreed between the councils concerned ...
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