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I AM RESPONDING AS AN INDIVIDUAL
I AGREE TO MY RESPONSE BEING MADE PUBLIC

I AM CONTENT TO BEING CONTACED BY THE SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE IN
RELATION TO THIS RESPONSE

GENERAL COMMENT

The definition of “publicly funded legal assistance” in the consultation paper seems to
me to cover an enormously wide range of activities. That inevitably creates a danger
of confusion in trying to think strategically, assessing need and maintaining and
coordinating supply of publicly funded legal assistance. The identification of
objectives is helpful. Three objectives are identified in the consultation paper. In my
view only the first two objectives (1) Early help and (2) Access to dispute resolution
(where necessary) can usefully be pursued as objectives of PFLA. The third (tackling
social exclusion) should be seen as a by product (and of course a very important one)
of an effective system of PFLA. This distinction though perhaps subtle is important.
The objectives of those responsible for the provision of PFLA in Scotland should not
be confused with some unfocused and unspecific social change agenda which has
nothing to do with the effective and efficient, accessible, fair, relevant and publicly
approved delivery of an essential public service. I also agree with the core principles
and with the proposition that all those involved see themselves as providing a public
service. I have some reservation that they are all part of the same public service as I
do not understand the intention to be to create a National Legal Service.

QUESTION 1

Yes. I do not think that it is necessary or desirable to place a statutory duty upon
Local Authorities in respect of PFLA services. The proposed consensual approach
seems to be appropriate.

QUESTION 2

It might be helpful to set up some kind of working party involving representatives of
all PFLA providers to see how assistance can be provided in developing planning and






