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Dear Sirs,
Advice for All: Publicly funded assistance in Scotland — The Way Forward

We are writing in relation to the above. we understand that Miss. Bentley of the
Aberdeen Bar Association is submitting a full response and we are writing to confirm that
we wish to associate ourselves with Miss. Bentley’s response.

We further understand that you will have received a letter from Messrs. Graeme Murray
& Co, and again, we would wisi to endorse the content of that letter wholeheartedly.

We are firmly of the view that the various proposals would result in an overly
bureaucratic system and would only serve to delay, frustrate and inconvenience all parties
involved.

In addition to the various points made in the above referred to documents, we would also
express concern that the proposals relating to the requirement of a further application for
legal aid where a case is continued to Trial from the Intermediate Diet are incompatible
with our duties to the Court under the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995. We fail
to see how we can advise the Court at Intermediate Diet stage whether or not the case is
likely to proceed to Trial in a situation where we will not know whether legal aid will be
in place.

Yours faithfully, M
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