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Dear Sir/Madam,

ADVICE FOR ALL: PUBLICLY FUNDED LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN SCOTLAND -
THE WAY FORWARD

I refer to your correspondence dated 17 June 2005 in connection with the above subject, which
has been considered by members of the Criminal Justice Business Area and can now offer the
following by way of comment in response to the questions posed.

Question 1

Do you agree with the proposed consensual approach to developing better planning and
co-ordination of advice services by Local Authorities, without any formal duty on Local
Authorities in respect of PFLA services in their area?

Whilst the approach appears attractive, members have concerns regarding the lack of clarity as
to who is responsible for co-ordinating activity in the short term.

Question 2
What support activity do you believe would need to be provided to assist Local Authorities in
developing their planning and co-ordination of PFLA at a local level? Who should provide this?

Members are aware that the capacity of law and administration departments within Local
Authorities can be limited. In both the short and longer term, it is recognised that there is a role
for the voluntary sector, as well as the development of legal advice through certain corporate
bodies or companies, who build legal cover into other products in an effort to provide
comprehensive coverage.






