
©rtet of tfie Cemple

41 Bo'ness Road, Grangemouth, Scotland, U.K. FK3 SAN
TeL/Ansy Fax (00 44) (0) 1324-877777

David A C Niven CStJ, FSA Scot.
Grand Secretary

Scottish Executive
Justice Dept. Criminal Justice Division
St. Andrew's House
Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH1 3DG

September 15th 2005

Re; Consultation, tackling knife crime

Dear Sirs,

I am in receipt of the "Tackling knife crime" information /consultation
pack which you kindly sent, please find enclosed the completed
questionnaire, I have also been requested by the above organisation to
write in the following terms;

The senior members of our Order having discussed the implications of
any ban on the sale and carrying of swords, daggers etc. are, of course, in
complete agreement at the change of legislation which lessens the
potential for serious injury and death by such weapons.

However, they have expressed disappointment that a particular section
has not been added to include Fraternal Organisations such as ourselves,
the Great Priory of Scotland in its current form has existed for almost a
hundred years and its two progenitor organisations existed for over one
hundred years before the amalgamation in 1909.
We therefore have a very long and proud history within Scotland and our
members have been carrying swords and daggers for ceremonial purposes
for the duration of that history, any ban on the carrying and sale of
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swords and daggers would impact very greatly on the whole fabric of
our Order.

At the present time our members, whilst transporting these ceremonial
items, already carry them in suitable and appropriate containers ie.
leather/ canvas cases designed specifically for that purpose.

We therefore request that the Great Priory of Scotland be given a
dispensation to allow our members to be able to continue their peaceful
activities without breaching any amended law.

Our sincere and earnest hope is that this will be permissible to the
Scottish Executive and appropriate legislation can be applied to the Order
of the Temple in, what we deem to be, a very specific case.

I trust these comments are of interest and I look forward with keen
anticipation to your consideration of this matter and your subsequent
reply.

Yours sincerely,

Grand Secretary.
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