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Dear Sirs

"TACKLING KNIFE CRIME: A CONSULTATION"

| refer to the above Consultation Paper and would reply on behalf of Dundee City Council as follows.

The Council welcomes the proposals for the introduction of a licensing scheme for the sale of non-
domestic knives and swords. There is no doubt that, in many areas of Scotland, there is a definite
increase in the trend of using knives and offensive weapons and carrying these for protection,
particularly amongst young males. Although illegal weapon use is not high in Dundee at the moment,
it is essential that this type of crime is dealt with by restricting access to such knives and by strict
enforcement of any new licensing scheme.

The Council agrees that licences should be subject to a number of conditions which applicants would
require to satisfy before their application is approved. These conditions should include a fairly
onerous burden being placed upon licence holders when ascertaining whether or not any particular
nurchase is for a legitimate purpose. It is noted that it is the view in the Consultation Paper that a
licensing scheme subject to these sorts of conditions would not prevent anyone from acquiring a non-
domestic knife for legitimate purposes, such as fishing, hunting, some trades/farming, etc. This would
be equally applicable to knives bought for other purposes such as for use in craftwork. It is essential
that the conditions are onerous enough to seek to ensure insofar as possible that such knives are
indeed being bought for the purposes stated and not simply as a means of potential purchasers
seeking to undermine the licensing scheme. In this regard, perhaps consideration could be given to
requiring more on the part of the purchaser than simply providing proof of identification, eg. some kind
of corroborating evidence of the purpose for which the knife is being sought.
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