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Dear Ms French,

Blood Testing following Criminal Incidents where there is a Risk of Infection

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above consultation on behalf of the Scottish Police Federation,
which is the staff association that represents 98% of all police officers in Scotland.

As you are aware, in 2002 the Scottish Police Federation submitted a petition to the Scottish Parliament
Petitions Committee drawing attention to this matter. We requested legislation making it compulsory for
assailants and others who had caused police officers to be exposed or potentially exposed to such risk to submit
tc a blood test or tests, the resuits of which shouid be made avaiiabie to the officer shouid he so wish, and that
refusal to submit to such a test or tests should constitute an offence carrying such penalty as to encourage the
suspected person to submit to the test(s).

We wish to place on record our appreciation of the work done by the Public Petitions Committee and officials in
the Police Division of the Scottish Executive Justice Department to bring this complex matter to this stage.

Here are our views to some of the questions contained in the consultation paper.

Issues of principle

Question 1. Do you agree that any legislation giving rights to individuals to apply for information about
blood-borne viral infections with which they may have been infected, should apply universally? Or
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