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DearMs French,

Blood TestinQ followinQ Criminal Incidents where there is a Risk of Infection

Thankyoufor the opportunityto commentonthe aboveconsultationon behalfof the ScottishPoliceFederation,
whichis thestaffassociationthatrepresents98%of all policeofficersinScotland.

As you are aware, in 2002 the ScottishPolice Federationsubmitteda petitionto the Scottish Parliament
Petitions Committeedrawing attentionto this matter. We requestedlegislationmaking it compulsoryfor
assailantsandotherswhohadcausedpoliceofficersto beexposedor potentiallyexposedto suchriskto submit
toa bloodtest Oi tests,theresuitsofwhichshouidbemadeavaiiabietotheofficershouldhesowish,andthat
refusalto submitto sucha test or testsshouldconstituteanoffencecarryingsuch penaltyas to encouragethe
suspectedpersonto submitto thetest(s).

We wishto placeon recordour appreciationof the workdoneby the PublicPetitionsCommitteeandofficialsin
the PoliceDivisionof the ScottishExecutiveJusticeDepartmentto bringthiscomplexmatterto thisstage.

Hereareourviewsto someof the questionscontainedin theconsultationpaper.

Issues of principle

Question 1. Do you agreethat any legislation giving rights to individuals to apply for information about
blood-borneviral infections with which they may havebeeninfected,should apply universally? Or
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