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Dear

Blood testinq followinq criminal incidents where there is a risk of infection

I am responding on behalf of Waverley Care, a leading provider of services to people living
with HIVin Scotland, to the above proposals.

General

We are extremely concerned at the implicationsof the proposals and the justificationfor
developing a policythat, in terms of financial cost, bears no relation to the numbers of police
officers who have been infected with HIVin the course of their work. I believe this number
stands at zero. This is not to deny the stress that can be caused for people, includingthe
police, whilstwaiting for the results of tests to be received, but Waverley Care does not
believe that the policy,as proposed, is the way to deal with it. Indeed, the policysuggests
trying to redirect the stress and anxieties felt by the police in such situations onto another
group of people who have not yet been found guiltyof an offence. Police stress and anxiety
willstillbe there, however, given the nature of fears about HIVand other BBV's.

Our general viewtherefore is that the policy is not justified.

With regard to specific points in the proposal:

2.2 and 2.3 - Waverley Care believes that this represents good practice and asks how often
police personnel receive training and refresher training on HIVand other BBV's.

2.4 As you point out PEP is time sensitive and certainly administration withinthe first 24
hours followingexposure is likelyto be the most efficacious. It is difficultto see how this
policywouldallowpolicepersonnelto start an effectivecourse of PEP ifthey Patrons:

do not start on it untilafter a positive test has been obtained fromthe Ch~S:=~
"perpetrator." This is likelyto be too late to be at its most effective. s~o~::;;:g=
Ifthe intention is to give them PEP as a precaution anyway then it The BaronessKenn~~J~fr;:~ ::~
seems to me that the arguments used regarding its "unpleasantness" etc Alexander McCallSmith. SheenaMcDonald
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Our projects include:
Waverley Care Milestone HIV Respite Unit

Waverley Care Solas HIVSUpport Centre
Waverley Care Buddy SelVice
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