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BLOOD TESTING FOLLOWING CRIMINAL INCIDENTS WHERE THERE IS A
RISK OF INFECTION: PROPOSALS FOR LEGISLATION

I refer to the consultation document on the above legislative proposals.

I fully support the principle of mandatory, subject to a judicial decision, as a prudent measure
in extending protection to police officers and others put at risk as a result of criminal activity.
I do however strongly feel that this proposed measure should be considered in the same
context as the recent legislation on the protection of emergency workers. Where emergency
workers, such as firefighters, are exposed to the risk of infection through the fulfilling of their
normal duties, then the option of mandatory blood testing should be available for a court to
consider, whether criminal activity was involved or not.

In response to the consultation questions, I offer the following comments:

1. Should apply universally.

2. Accept need for lawful process but the necessary procedures must be in place to allow
this to happen without delay.

3. It is my opinion that where emergency workers are carrying out their required duties
on behalf of the public and they have reasonable grounds to believe they have been
infected, then they should be able to seek mandatory testing. Emergency service
workers knowingly expose themselves to risk for the greater good of the community
and I believe their protection should be given due consideration. Such an option
should be available to the court.

4. Agree

5./
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