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Please quote our reference on all correspondence

BLOOD TESTING FOLLOWING CRIMINAL INCIDENTS WHERE THERE IS A RISK
OF INFECTION: PROPOSALS FOR LEGISLATION

I refer to your letter of 28thFebruary 2005 and to the consultation document on the above legislative
proposals.

I fully support the principle of mandatory testing in the circumstances, subject to a judicial decision,
as a prudent measure in extending protection to police officers. I do however strongly feel that this
proposed measure should be considered in the same context as the recent legislation on the
protection of emergency workers generally.

From an entirely service perspective, operational firefighters are routinely engaged in a range of
emergency incidents where such exposure could occur. Increasingly our staff attend road traffic
accidents where crime is involved and are in close personal contact with those requiring extrication.
Indeed, one of the major causes of fire is wilful fire raising and a common hazard is the
paraphernalia associated with substance abuse.

The Executive have already recognised the disturbing and increasing levels of assaults on fire crews
and others delivering front line services on behalf of the fire and rescue service.

Question 1: Whilst I have no particular view on the universal right to apply for information, I do
feel there should be some synergy with existing protection of emergency workers legislation.

Question 2: I believe that there should be authority granted by a sheriff provided that processes
apply (similar to granting a warrant) where that consent can be obtained urgently.

Question 3: Where no crime has been committed I agree that mandatory testing should not apply.
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