the consultation questions

Please note that the Respondent Information Form MUST be retumed with your response.

Responses can be submitted on-ine, or on a copy of the questionnaire printed from the
website, or by cutting out and completing this section of the document. Additional paper
should be used if you wish to providle more extended responses but please ensure that any
such pages include your identifying details.

Name/Organisation: South Ayrshire Art and Design PT Network

PROPOSAL National Qualifications at Access, Higher and Advanced Higher will be retained
as points of stability. Highers, in particular, will remain the ‘gold standard’ of the
Scottish education system. The content of all Nafional Qualifications will be updated to
reflect the values, purposes and principles of Curmiculum for Excellence. Some aspects of
the structure of these qualifications will also be reviewed.

Q1. Do you welcome the intention to update all qualifications at Access, Higher and
Advanced Higher in line with Curriculum for Excellence? Please comment on any
implications to be considered.

ves [ ] no [ ]

Comment

We welcome all changes that improve the quality of our young people’s experiences in
Art and Design. As a subject we are well on the way to embracing a Curriculum for
Excellence. We feel, however, many of these changes would be qualitative rather than
quantative and as such are unclear what updates would be required in our subject area
at Higher or Advanced Higher. Significant changes have recently been made to the
assessment of our subject and as it stands we feel it is the gold standard.




PROPOSAL 2

A new qualification will replace the present Standard Grade General and Credit
levels and Intermediate 1 and 2 (SCQF 4 and SCQF 5) qualifications. The new
qualification will be available in a wide range of subjects, as at present. The new
qualification will reflect the best features of Standard Grede and Intermediate. Standard
Grade Foundation level will be removed and Access 3 will provide certificaion at SCQF
level 3. (See Annex A Table 1 for illustration of new qualificatons on SCQF framework.)

Q2. Early consultation has identified the ‘'best’ features of Standard Grade and
Intermediate qualifications as:

* the ‘inclusive’ approach to certification contained in Standard Grade; and
' the ‘'unit based’ structure of Intermediate qualifications.

Are there any other features in the present Standard Grade and Intermediate
qualifications which should be included in the new qualification at SCQF levels 4
and 57

Comment

o If pupils are doing individual units there is a concern they will not benefit from
the full experience of the subject.
e The retention of external assessment.

Q3. One of the proposals is to grade units. Do you agree that units should be graded
A-C rather than passHail?

ves [v] no [ ]

Explanation

e Motivation
o There is no information in a pass or a fail.




Q4. Do you want graded units to count towards the final award?

ves [/] no [ ]

Explanation

Q5. Which option for introducing compensatory amrangements would you most
support?

Please tick one option or suggest an alternative.

Option A Extend the range of grading in course awards to grade E.
Option B Recognise unit passes only.

Option C Compensatory award at the level of the course studied with no grade
awarded.

Option D Compensatory grade C award at the level of course below that studied.

0] OO

Option E Compensatory grade A award at the level of course below that studied.

BExplanation/other suggestion

Qs. The proposed name for the new award is General (SCQF 4) and Advanced
General (SCQF 35). Please indicate if you are content with this suggestion. if not please
offer an alternative and explain your choice.

YES D NO [_j

Explanation/other suggestion

e General /Credit
e [t was felt that advanced General could be confused with Advanced Higher and
the SCQF and the numbers are confusing.




PROPOSAL 3

New awards in literacy and in numeracy will be available at SCQF levels 3 to 5.
Cummiculum for Excellence brings a sustained focus on developing literacy and numeracy
skills in our young people. To help strengthen this focus, the Scoftish Government is
proposing new secparate awards fo accredit young people's literacy and numeracy skills -
the Scoftish Certificate for Literacy and the Scoftish Cerlificate for Numeracy. The awards
will be available at SCQF levels 3 to 5. The expectation is that all young people will be
presented for these awards unless there are exceptional reasons for not doing so. The
intention is also to ensure that the structure of these awards is flexible enough to make
them available to adult leamers.

Q7. Do you agree with the proposal to offer literacy and numeracy awards at a
range of SCQF levels (3 to 5)? Hf not please offer an alternative.

ves [v] no [ ]

Explanation/other suggestion

® Yes, as long as this level in no way dictates other subject specific levels.

Qs. National Qualifications at Access 3 (SCQF level 3) do not have an external
examination. Do you agree that any new awards in literacy and numeracy at SCQF
level 3 should have an external examination?

ves [v] No [ ]

Explanation




Q9. Should the weighting between the internal and external assessments for the
literacy and numeracy awards be equal? K not should more weight be attached to the
internal or external assessment? Please explain.

D Equal weight

D More weight to intemnal assessment

I;:I More weight to extemal assessment

Explanation

Q10. When should young people be assessed for literacy and numeracy awards?

Please tick one option.

|Z| Option A At the end of S3 as part of the summer diet of examinations.
D Option B In the December of S4 as part of a winter diet of examinations.
D Option C At the end of S4 as part of the summer diet of examinations.

Explanation




PROPOSAL 4

Increased flexibility to better meet the needs of young people. Suggestions
include:

o studying National Qualifications over 18 months (or 2 years) as well as one year,

o infroducing a winter diet of examinations; and

« encouraging the most able young people to bypass lower level qualifications and to
study Highers from S4 onwards.

Q11. Do you agree with the proposal to allow the study of Highers and Advanced
Highers over 12 months, 18 months and 2 years?

YES D NO |__1|

Explanation

Q12. Do you agree with the proposal to introduce a winter diet of examinations?

ves [ ] no [ ]

Q13. if you agree with the proposal to introduce a winter diet of examinations, what
subjects and levels of qualifications might first be offered?

Suggestions




Q14. Would you agree with changes to the system which allowed the most able
students to bypass qualifications at lower levels and begin study for Highers from $4
onwards?

ves [ ] NO

Explanation

e This split the group 2/4 with two Principal teachers a yes and four a no.

Q15. Do you have any other ideas for increasing flexibility within the senior phase
(S4 to S6)?

Suggestions

e Possibly offer cross curricular projects with accreditation.

TIMELINE

Q16. It is intended that planning for the new curmriculum should commence in 2008/09,
with approaches based on the new curriculum introduced from school year 2009/10.
This suggests that the new and revised qualifications and any increased flexibilities
would be required from 2012113 onwards to ensure smooth progression between the
curriculum and qualifications. Is this indicative timeline realistic? Please comment on
any implications to be considered.

Yes [v | no [ ]

Comment

e With a phasing-in period.




ANY OTHER COMMENTS?




ANY OTHER COMMENTS?




