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1. Introduction 
 
This bulletin provides a detailed overview of Scottish fire statistics over the 10 year period 
from 1997 to 2006 at a fire and rescue service and Scotland level, along with comparisons 
with the other UK countries.  These statistics are compiled from reports submitted to 
Communities and Local Government on fires attended by all United Kingdom (UK) local 
authority fire and rescue services (FRS) in 2006.   
 
Due to the industrial action by fire-fighters in November 2002 and January and February 
2003, the reporting of fires for these months was disrupted.  In order to present the most 
accurate picture of the fires, casualties and false alarms which occurred in 2002 and 2003, in 
some cases estimates have been incorporated in this publication to account for the missing 
information. 
 
This bulletin is the collective work of staff within Communities and Local Government, Fire 
Statistics and Research Branch, and Scottish Government Justice Analytical Services.  In 
particular we would like to thank Jon Gamble and Paul McEvoy from the Fire Statistics and 
Social Research Branch for the provision of the bulletin tables. 

Chart 1 - Fatal Casualties from fire by location group, Scotland, 1997-20061
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2. Main Points 
 
• In 2006, the total number of fires in Scotland was 50,520, eight per cent higher than in 

2005 (46,971).  Of these fires, 14,930 (30 per cent) were primary fires, 33,907 (67 per 
cent) were secondary fires and 1,683 (3 per cent) were chimney fires. 

 
• The number of primary fires fell for the seventh consecutive year and is at the lowest 

level in the 10 year period covered by this bulletin.  There was an increase in both 
secondary fires (12 per cent) and chimney fires (16 per cent) compared to 2005. 

 
• Over two-thirds (67 per cent) of primary fires were in buildings, 26 per cent were road 

vehicle fires and the remaining primary fires were other outdoor fires.  The most common 
secondary fires were refuse fires (66 per cent)  and grassland fires (26 per cent). 

 
• In Scotland, there were a total of 52 fatal casualties in 2006 – a fall of 13 (20 per cent) on 

the figure for 2005 and the lowest figure in the 10 year period covered by this bulletin.  
Forty five (87 per cent) fatal casualties in 2006 occurred in dwellings fires and 5 (10 per 
cent) were in road vehicles. 

 
• The number of non-fatal casualties in Scotland in 2006 was 1,635, a decrease of 2 per 

cent compared with 2005 and, as with fatality figures, the lowest in the 10 year period 
covered by this bulletin.  Of these non-fatal casualties, 1,419 (87 per cent) occurred in 
dwellings fires, 121 (7 per cent) in other buildings and 60 (4 per cent) in road vehicles. 

 
• In comparison to the other UK countries, Scotland reported the second highest number 

of fatal casualties per million population (behind Northern Ireland) and the highest rate of 
non-fatal casualties per million population.  It is of note that the Scottish rate of fatal 
casualties per 1,000 dwelling fires tends to be more similar to the rates in the other UK 
countries.  This suggests that the reason for Scotland’s higher overall casualty rate per 
million population reflects a higher risk of dwellings fires rather than a greater likelihood 
of a casualty occurring in such fires. 

 
• The biggest cause of fatal casualties was being overcome by gas or smoke (26 fatal 

casualties, or 50 per cent).  A further 14 (27 per cent) fatal casualties were caused by a 
combination of burns and being overcome by gas or smoke, and 8 (15 per cent) fatal 
casualties were caused by burns alone. 

 
• Of the 35 fatal casualties in accidental dwellings fires, the most common main source of 

ignition was smokers’ materials and matches which was the source in 10 fatalities (down 
from 28 in 2005), followed by cooking appliances (9 fatalities), mainly involving chip or fat 
pan fires. 

 
• There were 5,774 deliberate primary fires in 2006, representing 39 per cent of the total.  

These deliberate fires caused 13 fatalities and 373 non-fatal casualties.  However, the 
pattern of accidental fires causing significantly more fatal and non-fatal casualties than 
deliberate fires has held throughout the past decade. 

 
• Over the 10 years covered by this bulletin, the majority of fatal casualties have occurred 

in dwellings fires where either the smoke detector was present but failed to operate or in 
dwellings fires where a smoke detector was absent. 

 
• In 2006, total false fire alarms in Scotland constituted 54,263 incidents, representing 52 

per cent of total call outs to fires (primary, secondary and chimney) and false fire alarms.   
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3. Commentary 
 
3.1 Total number of fires (Tables 1 & 1a) 
 
There was a total of 50,520 fires (primary, secondary and chimney fires – see note 5.5 for 
definitions) in Scotland in 2006, 8 per cent higher than the 46,971 fires recorded in 2005.  
Thirty per cent (14,930) were primary fires, of which 67 per cent were in buildings, 26 per 
cent were road vehicle fires and the remainder other outdoor fires.  Secondary fires (33,907) 
accounted for 67 per cent of all fires, compared with 65 per cent in 2005. 
 
The number of primary fires fell for the seventh consecutive year to 14,930, down from 
15,126 the previous year.  Secondary fires rose by 12 per cent to stand at 33,907 and this 
accounted for the majority of the increase in total fires.  Chimney fires rose by 16 per cent to 
1,683 in 2006, from 1,456 in 2005. 
 
The total number of fires in Scotland in 2006 (50,520) was almost the same as the number 
ten years previously in 1997 (50,759), however there have been some large changes in the 
intervening years.  In 2006, the number of primary fires has fallen by about a fifth (21 per 
cent) compared to 1997 and chimney fires have fallen by almost two-thirds (64 per cent). 
The number of secondary fires has risen by a quarter (25 per cent) from the number in 1997. 
 

Chart 2 - Fires1,2 by location, Scotland, 1997-2006
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3.2 Building fires (Tables 2 & 2a) 
 
In 2006, there were a total of 9,961 building fires in Scotland, down 3 per cent from 10,244 in 
2005 and the seventh consecutive year the number of building fires has fallen.  Dwelling 
fires accounted for 70 per cent (6,972 fires) of Scotland's total buildings fires in 2006.  This is 
a higher percentage than in any of the other UK countries.  In comparison to 1997, the 
number of both building fires and dwellings fires are down by a quarter (25 per cent).  
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3.3 Outdoor fires (Tables 3 & 3a) 
 
In the 10 year period covered by this bulletin, outdoor fires (primary and secondary) 
increased by 19 per cent from 32,756 in 1997 to 38,876 in 2006.  Of the outdoor fires in 
Scotland in 2006, 4,969 (13 per cent) were primary fires and 33,907 (87 per cent) were 
secondary fires. 
 
The most common types of outdoor fires in Scotland in 2006 were refuse fires (including 
fires in refuse containers), accounting for 58 per cent of all outdoor fires, and grassland fires, 
accounting for 23 per cent of all outdoor fires.  The majority of primary outdoor fires were 
road vehicle fires, accounting for 79 per cent of all primary outdoor fires. 
 
3.4 Casualties from fires (Tables 4, 4a, 5, 5a) 
 
In Scotland, there was a total of 52 fatal casualties in 2006 – a fall of 13 (20 per cent) on the 
figures from 2005.  Forty five (87 per cent) of fatal casualties in 2006 occurred in dwellings 
fires and 5 (10 per cent) were in road vehicles. 
 

Chart 3 - Fatal casualties from fires by cause of death1, Scotland, 2006

Burns, 15%

Burns and Overcome by gas or 
smoke, 27%

Unspecified, 8%

Overcome by
gas or smoke, 50%

Notes
1 Table shows main injuries only, priority being given to 'burns' and being 'overcome by gas or smoke'. 
However, if both these injuries occur, these are shown separately.

 
 
The biggest cause of fatal casualties was being overcome by gas or smoke (26 fatal 
casualties, or 50 per cent).  A further 14 (27 per cent) fatal casualties were caused jointly by 
burns and overcome by gas or smoke, and 8 (15 per cent) fatal casualties were caused by 
burns alone. 
 
The number of non-fatal casualties in Scotland in 2006 was 1,635, 2 per cent lower than in 
2005.  Of these non-fatal casualties, 1,419 occurred in dwellings fires (87 per cent), 121 (7 
per cent) occurred in other buildings and 60 (4 per cent) occurred in road vehicles. 
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3.5 Casualty rates from fires (Tables 5a & 6) 
 
There were 10 fatal casualties per million population in Scotland in 2006.  The age group 
with the highest rate of fatal casualties was 80 years and over, with 28 per million population.  
The second highest rate was for the 17-24 year age group with 17 per million population, 
followed by the 65-79 year age group with 16 per million population.  There were no fatal 
casualties of children aged 10 years or younger. 
 
In comparison to the other UK countries, Scotland reported both the second highest number 
of fatal casualties per million population and the highest rate of non-fatal casualties per 
million population (317 non-fatal casualties per million population).  The equivalent fatal and 
non-fatal casualty figures for England, Wales and Northern Ireland, were 8, 7 and 11 and 
211, 222 and 226 respectively. Within Scotland the number of fatal casualties per million 
population was highest in Grampian (17 fatal casualties per million population), followed by 
Central (14 fatal casualties per million population). 
 

Chart 4 - Fatal casualties per million population1, UK, 2005 & 2006
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3.6 Deliberate fires (Tables 7 & 7a) 
 
There were 5,774 deliberate primary fires, representing 39 per cent of total primary fires in 
2006 – the same percentage of primary fires as in 2005.  In 2006, there were 13 fatal 
casualties from deliberate fires, accounting for 25 per cent of total fatal casualties.  There 
were 373 deliberate fire non-fatal casualties in 2006, accounting for 23 per cent of Scotland’s 
total non-fatal casualties. 
 
3.7 Accidental fires (Tables 7 & 7a) 
 
There were 9,156 accidental primary fires in 2006 accounting for 61 per cent of total primary 
fires.  There were 39 accidental fire fatal casualties in 2006, accounting for 75 per cent of 
total fatal casualties.  There were 1,262 accidental fire non-fatal casualties in 2006, 
accounting for 77 per cent of total non-fatal casualties.  The pattern of accidental fires 
causing significantly more fatal and non-fatal casualties than deliberate fires has held 
throughout the decade. 
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3.8 Fatal casualties in dwelling fires (Tables 8, 8a & 11) 
 
The 45 fatal casualties in dwelling fires in 2006 represented a rate of 6 fatal casualties per 
1,000 dwelling fires.  This rate is the same as in England and Wales and half that in Northern 
Ireland.  The fatal casualty rate per thousand fires in Scotland is more similar to the rest of 
the UK than the fatal casualty rate per million population, suggesting that the reason for 
Scotland’s higher overall fatal casualty rate per million population in 2006 reflected a higher 
risk of dwelling fires rather than a higher likelihood of a fatal casualty occurring in such fires. 
 
For fatal casualties in accidental dwellings fires, the main source of ignition, where specified, 
was smokers’ materials and matches.  This was the source for 10 fatalities (29 per cent) in 
2006, down from 28 fatalities (56 per cent) in 2005.  The second most common main source 
of ignition was cooking appliances (mostly chip or fat pan fires), which resulted in 9 fatalities. 
 
3.9 Smoke alarms (Tables 9 & 9a) 
 
In 2006, 2,693 dwellings fires (39 per cent of the total number of dwellings fires) occurred in 
dwellings without a smoke detector.  This compares to the 2,916 (42 per cent) dwellings fires 
which occurred in dwellings where a smoke detector was present, operated and raised the 
alarm.  In the 10 years covered by this bulletin, the majority of fatal casualties have occurred 
in dwellings fires where either a smoke alarm was absent or the smoke detector was present 
but failed to operate.  
 

Chart 5 - Fires1,2 in dwellings3 by smoke alarm presence and operation, Scotland, 2006

Present but did not operate, 
14%

Present, operated, but did not 
raise alarm, 6%
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alarm, 42%
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Notes:
1 Including late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents.  
2 Percentages do not sum to 100 per cent due to rounding. 
3 Includes caravans, houseboats and other non-building strucuture used solely as a permanent dwelling.

 
 
3.10 Causes of fires (Tables 10 & 10a) 
 
Twenty per cent (1,381) of the 6,972 Scottish dwellings fires in 2006 were recorded as being 
deliberate, slightly up compared to 19 per cent in 2005.  Of the remaining 80 per cent of total 
Scottish dwellings fires, most were accounted for by misuse of equipment or appliances 
(2,564 fires – 37 per cent), chip or fat pan fires (767 – 11 per cent) and faulty appliance and 
leads (686 – 10 per cent). 
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Chart 6 - Fires1,2 in dwellings3 by top five causes, Scotland, 1997-20064
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3.11 False fire alarms (Tables 13 & 13a) 
 
In 2006, total false fire alarms in Scotland constituted 54,263 incidents, representing 52 per 
cent of total call outs to fires (primary, secondary and chimney) and false fire alarms.  This is 
down slightly from 53 per cent in 2005. 
 
In 2006, 33,744 false fire alarms or 62 per cent of total false fire alarms were caused due to 
apparatus failure.  The 5,276 malicious false fire alarms accounted for 10 per cent of all false 
fire alarms, the lowest figure for the 10 years covered by this bulletin.  The remaining 15,243 
(28 per cent) of false fire alarms were raised with good intent. 
 

Chart 7 - Fires1 by location and time of call, Scotland, 2006
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3.12 Call out times to fires (Table 14) 
 
In Scotland in 2006 the majority of call outs to primary fires generally occurred from early 
afternoon through to late evening (approximately 4pm to 11pm).  Scotland’s peak total fires 
call out occurred at around 5pm. 
 
Dwelling fires in Scotland show a peak period between 4pm and 9pm, a similar pattern to the 
other countries in the UK.  Call outs to outdoor fires generally occur throughout the evening 
and night, between 7pm and 2am. 
 
3.13 Casualties from fires in dwellings, by time of call (Table 14a) 
 
In 2006 in Scotland, fires in dwellings were most likely to cause fatal and non-fatal casualties 
in the early morning (approximately Midnight to 7am). 
 
 

Chart 8 - Fatal and non-fatal casualties1 per 1,000 dwelling2 fires by time of call, 
Scotland, 2006
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4. Appendix of Tables 
 
 
Table 1: Fires by location, Scotland, 1997-2006 
 
Table 1(a): Fires by location and fire and rescue service area, Scotland (England, Wales 

& Northern Ireland), 2006 
 
Table 2: Fires by location, detail for buildings, Scotland, 1997-2006 
 
Table 2(a): Fires by location, detail of buildings and fire and rescue service area, Scotland 

(England, Wales & Northern Ireland), 2006 
 
Table 3: Fires by location, detail for outdoor fires, Scotland, 1997-2006 
 
Table 3(a): Fires by location, detail for outdoor fires by fire and rescue service area, 

Scotland (England, Wales & Northern Ireland), 2006 
 
Table 4: Casualties from fires by location group, Scotland, 1997-2006 
 
Table 4(a): Casualties from fire by location group and fire and rescue service area, 

Scotland (England, Wales and Northern Ireland), 2006 
 
Table 5: Casualties from fires by age and cause of death/nature of injury, Scotland, 

2006 
 
Table 5(a): Casualties from fires by age and cause of death/nature of injury, per million 

population, Scotland, 2006 
 
Table 6: Casualties from fires by fire and rescue service area, Scotland (England, 

Wales & Northern Ireland), 2006 
 
Table 7: Fires and casualties by motive of fire, Scotland, 1997-2006 
 
Table 7(a): Fires and casualties by motive of fire and by fire and rescue service area, 

Scotland (England, Wales & Northern Ireland), 2006 
 
Table 8: Fires, casualties and rescues from fires in dwellings, Scotland, 1997-2006 
 
Table 8(a): Fires, casualties and rescues from fires in dwellings, by fire and rescue 

service area, Scotland (England, Wales & Northern Ireland), 2006 
 
Table 9: Fires and casualties from fire in dwellings, by presence and operation of 

smoke detectors, Scotland, 1997-2006 
 
Table 9(a): Fires and casualties from fires in dwellings by presence and operation of 

smoke detectors, by fire and rescue service area, Scotland (England, Wales & 
Northern Ireland), 2006 

 
Table 10: Fires in dwellings and other buildings by cause, Scotland, 1997-2006 
 
Table 10(a): Fires in dwellings and other buildings by cause and fire and rescue service 

area, Scotland (England, Wales & Northern Ireland), 2006 
 
Table 11: Casualties from accidental fires in dwellings by source of ignition and cause, 

2006 
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Table 12: Fires in dwellings and other buildings by spread of fires, Scotland, 1997-2006 
 
Table 13: False fire alarms, Scotland, 1997-2006 
 
Table 13(a): False fire alarms attended by Scottish fire and rescue services, 2006 
 
Table 14: Primary fires by location and time of call, Scotland (England, Wales & 

Northern Ireland), 2006 
 
Table 14(a): Casualties in dwelling fires by time of call, Scotland (England, Wales & 

Northern Ireland), 2006 
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Fires1,2 by location and fire and rescue service area, Scotland (England, Wales and Northern Ireland), 2006 Table 1(a)

FRS Area All Fires
Secondary 

fires
Chimney 

Fires

Total
Total 

Buildings Outdoors

Central 2,446       688              468            220          1,726          32               
Dumfries & Galloway 866          365              231            134          377             124             
Fife 3,249       876              534            342          2,321          52               
Grampian 3,443       1,435           1,039         396          1,752          256             
Highland & Islands 1,919       533              351            182          741             645             
Lothian & Borders 9,187       2,857           1,949         908          6,104          226             
Strathclyde 26,200     7,059           4,577         2,482       18,910        231             
Tayside 3,210       1,117           812            305          1,976          117             

Scotland 50,520     14,930       9,961       4,969     33,907        1,683         
England 340329 131,573       72,451       59,122     201,955      6,801          
Wales 27174 8,692           4,089         4,603       17,820        662             
N.Ireland 18655 4,618           2,214         2,404       12,697        1,340          
1 Including late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents.
2  Figures for primary fires are based on sample data weighted to Fire and Rescue Service totals.
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Casualties1 from fires by location group, Scotland, 1997-2006 Table 4
Casualties

Year

Total Dwellings
Other 

buildings Total Dwellings
Other 

buildings
Road 

Vehicles Other
Road 

Vehicles Other
1997 88 74 4 8 2 2,145 1,861 157 79 48
1998 96 76 2 8 10 2,171 1,853 158 96 64
1999 105 81 6 10 8 2,254 1,996 158 55 45
2000 75 67 2 4 2 2,263 1,999 138 78 48
2001 96 86 2 7 1 2,091 1,799 171 71 50

20022 77 63 4 7 3 2,045 1,759 184 61 41
20033 80 61 3 10 6 1,880 1,625 140 69 46
2004 99 76 17 3 3 1,858 1,637 120 57 44
2005 65 58 1 4 2 1,667 1,461 118 53 35
2006 52 45 1 5 1 1,635 1,419 121 60 35
1 Includes casualties for late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents.
2 Includes an estimated 65 non-fatal casualties for incidents occuring during ten days of national industrial action in November 2002.
3 Includes estimates for incidents not recorded during national industrial action in January and February 2003.

 Outdoor  Outdoor

Fatal Non-Fatal
Location Group Location Group

 
 
 
 

Casualties1 from fires by location group and fire and rescue service area, Scotland (England, Wales & N.Ireland) 2006 Table 4(a)

FRS Area

Total Dwellings
Other 

buildings Total Dwellings
Other 

buildings
Road 

Vehicles Other
Road 

Vehicles Other
Central 4 3 - 1 - 102 74 23 4 1
Dumfries & Galloway - - - - - 33 31 2 - -
Fife 3 2 - - 1 91 77 4 5 5
Grampian 9 9 - - - 211 182 10 13 6
Highland & Islands 3 3 - - - 68 58 5 1 4
Lothian & Borders 8 8 - - - 314 261 40 3 10
Strathclyde 22 17 1 4 - 672 602 31 32 7
Tayside 3 3 - - - 144 134 6 2 2

Scotland 52 45 1 5 1 1,635 1,419 121 60 35
England 398 287 34 56 21 11,042 8,914 1,264 429 435
Wales 22 14 1 4 3 664 565 46 17 36
N.Ireland 19 17 1 1 0 414 331 51 15 17
1 Includes casualties for late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents.

Outdoor Outdoor

Casualties
Fatal Non-Fatal
Location Group Location Group
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Casualties from fires by age and cause of death/nature of injury1, per million Table 5(a)
population2, Scotland,  2006 Casualties3

Age

Total Burns

Overcome by 
gas or 
smoke

Burns and 
Overcome 
by gas or 
smoke

Physical 
Injuries4

Shock 
only

Precautionary 
Check-up Other Unspecified

Fatal 10 2 5 3 - - - - 1
Under 1 - - - - - - - - -
1-4 - - - - - - - - -
5-10 - - - - - - - - -
11-16 3 - - 3 - - - - -
17-24 17 6 4 7 - - - - -
25-29 6 - 6 - - - - - -
30-59 10 1 5 3 - - - - 1
60-64 7 4 4 - - - - - -
65 - 79 16 2 10 3 - - - - 2
80 and over 28 - 23 5 - - - - -

Non-Fatal
Non Fire & Rescue Service5 317 25 95 8 11 19 143 13 3
Under 1 218 - 54 - - - 163 - -
1-4 234 - 28 - - 14 183 5 5
5-10 166 3 24 - 6 21 109 3 -
11-16 179 8 37 5 11 11 100 3 5
17-24 392 35 113 9 30 26 149 24 6
25-29 351 23 126 13 10 19 155 6 -
30-59 345 33 115 10 11 17 141 15 4
60-64 258 39 68 - - 14 125 7 4
65 - 79 288 16 83 10 6 26 130 14 3
80 and over 482 19 159 9 9 28 239 19 -

1 Table shows main injuries only, priority being given to 'burns' and being 'overcome by gas or smoke'. However, if both these injuries occur, these are shown separately.
2 General Register Office for Scotland: Mid-2006 Population Estimates 
3 Including additional late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents. 
4 If 'physical injuries' and 'shock' occur' physical injuries is recorded.
5 Refers to persons who are not members of the fire and rescue service

Cause of death/nature of injury
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Casualties from fires1,2 by fire and rescue service area, Table 6
Scotland (England, Wales & Northern Ireland), 2006

FRS Area

Number

Rate per 
million 

population3 Number

Rate per 
million 

population3

Central 4 14 102 356
Dumfries & Galloway - - 33 223
Fife 3 8 91 254
Grampian 9 17 210 396
Highland & Islands 3 11 68 240
Lothian & Borders 8 9 313 343
Strathclyde 22 10 663 300
Tayside 3 8 142 363

Scotland 52 10 1,622 317
England 396 8 10,731 211
Wales 22 7 659 222
Northern Ireland 19 11 394 226
1 Including late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents.
2 Excluding fire and rescue service personnel. 
3 ONS and GROS: Mid-2006 population estimates.

Fatal Casualties
Non-Fatal Casualties 

(non FRS)
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Fires1,2 and casualties by motive of fire, Scotland, 1997-2006 Table 7
Fires

Year

Fires Fatalities
Non-fatal 
casualties Fires Fatalities

Non-fatal 
casualties Fires Fatalities

Non-fatal 
casualties

1997 18,874 88 2,145 12,219 80 1,819 6,655 8 326
1998 18,874 96 2,171 11,942 82 1,797 6,932 14 374
1999 20,656 105 2,254 12,120 94 1,877 8,536 11 377
2000 20,191 75 2,263 11,378 64 1,839 8,813 11 424
2001 19,738 96 2,091 10,940 81 1,604 8,798 15 487

20023 19,196 77 2,045 10,403 65 1,670 8,793 12 375
20034 18,025 80 1,880 10,130 69 1,523 7,896 10 357
2004 15,796 99 1,858 9,264 95 1,485 6,532 4 373
2005 15,126 65 1,667 9,279 54 1,348 5,847 11 319
2006 14,930 52 1,635 9,156 39 1,262 5,774 13 373
1 Includes late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents.
2 With the exception of 2005, figures are based on sample data weighted to Fire and Rescue Service totals.
3 Includes an estimated 65 non-fatal casualties for incidents occuring during ten days of national industrial action in November 2002.
4 Includes estimates for incidents occuring during industrial action in January and February 2003

Total Primary Accidental Deliberate

 
 
 
 

 Fires1,2 and casualties by motive of fire and by fire and rescue service area, Scotland Table 7(a)
(England, Wales & N.Ireland) 2006 Fires
FRS Area

Fires Fatalities
Non-fatal 
casualties Fires Fatalities

Non-fatal 
casualties Fires Fatalities

Non-fatal 
casualties

Central 688 4 102 423 3 70 265 1 32
Dumfries & Galloway 365 - 33 275 - 32 90 - 1
Fife 876 3 91 521 2 71 355 1 20
Grampian 1,435 9 211 1,056 5 158 379 4 53
Highland & Islands 533 3 68 445 3 62 88 - 6
Lothian & Borders 2,857 8 314 1,671 8 252 1,186 - 62
Strathclyde 7,059 22 672 3,928 16 516 3,131 6 156
Tayside 1,117 3 144 837 2 101 280 1 43

Scotland 14,930 52 1,635 9,156 39 1,262 5,774 13 373
England 131,573 398 11,042 71,975 301 8,945 59,598 97 2,097
Wales 8,692 22 664 4,295 16 547 4,397 6 117
N.Ireland 4,618 19 414 1,842 17 292 2,776 2 122
1 Includes late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents.
2 Figures are based on sample data weighted to Fire and Rescue Service totals.

Total Primary Accidental Deliberate
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Fires1,2, casualties and rescues from fires in dwellings, Table 8
Scotland, 1997-2006 Number

Year Fires
Rescued 
By FRS

Rescued 
Without 

FRS

(number) (number)
(per 1,000 

fires) (number)
(per 1,000 

fires) (persons) (persons)
1997 9,325         74           8             1,861      200 643 351         
1998 9,154         76           8             1,853      202 787 306         
1999 9,415         81           9             1,996      212 826 290         
2000 9,303         67           7             1,999      215 1,013 335         
2001 8,836         86           10           1,799      204 835 309         

20023 8,504         63           7             1,759      207 944 435         
20034 8,043         61           8             1,625      202 829 378         
2004 7,420         76           10           1,637      221 864 363         
2005 7,054         58           8             1,461      207 709 320         
2006 6,972         45           6             1,419      204 749 316         
1 Including late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents. 
2 With the exception of 2005, figures are based on sample data weighted to Fire and Rescue Service totals.
3 Includes estimates for incidents occuring during ten days of national industrial action in November 2002.
4 Includes estimates for incidents occuring during industrial action in January and February 2003

Fatal Casualties Non-Fatal Casualties

 
 
 
 

 Fires1,2 casualties and rescues from fires in dwellings, by fire and rescue service Table 8(a)
 area, Scotland (England, Wales & N.Ireland) 2006 Number of Persons; per 1,000 fires

FRS Area Fires
Rescued 
By FRS

Rescued 
Without 

FRS

(number) (number)
(per 1,000 

fires) (number)
(per 1,000 

fires) (persons) (persons)
Central 282 3 11           74 262 14 5
Dumfries & Galloway 164 - -          31 189 13 -
Fife 344 2 6             77 224 40 21
Grampian 756 9 12           182 241 72 32
Highland & Islands 216 3 14           58 269 11 22
Lothian & Borders 1,376 8 6             261 190 154 29
Strathclyde 3,253 17 5             602 185 366 199
Tayside 581 3 5             134 231 79 8

Scotland 6,972 45 6 1,419 204 749 316
England 44,932 287 6 8,914 198 3,500 1,948
Wales 2,454 14 6 565 230 190 91
N.Ireland 1,431 17 12 331 231 140 54
1 Including late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents.
2 Figures are based on sample data weighted to Fire and Rescue Service totals.

Fatal Casualties Non-Fatal Casualties
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Fires1,2 and casualties from fires in dwellings3 by presence Table 9
and operation of smoke detectors, Scotland, 1997-2006

Year Total

Present, 
operated & 

raised alarm

Present, 
operated, but 
did not raise 

alarm
Present but did 

not operate
Smoke alarm 

absent

Fires
1997 9,325 2,405 460 1,395 5,065
1998 9,154 2,433 512 1,548 4,661
1999 9,415 2,655 458 1,655 4,647
2000 9,303 2,747 454 1,608 4,495
2001 8,836 2,764 372 1,367 4,333

20024 8,504 2,609 462 1,321 4,112
20035 8,043 2,758 442 1,218 3,625
2004 7,420 2,769 443 1,035 3,173
2005 7,054 2,793 432 1,079 2,750
2006 6,972 2,916 412 952 2,693

Fatal Casualties
1997 74 8 10 19 37
1998 76 12 4 27 33
1999 81 8 2 30 41
2000 67 10 5 20 32
2001 86 21 9 26 30

20024 63 15 6 21 21
20035 61 8 7 18 28
2004 76 12 10 27 27
2005 58 14 9 13 22
2006 45 8 6 18 13

Non-Fatal casualties
1997 1,861 439 117 385 920
1998 1,853 472 86 405 890
1999 1,996 545 125 462 864
2000 1,999 541 110 470 878
2001 1,799 583 93 382 741

20024 1,759 588 135 354 682
20035 1,625 523 104 388 610
2004 1,637 624 109 332 572
2005 1,461 595 130 295 441
2006 1,419 606 100 223 490

1 Including late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents. 
2 With the exception of 2005, figures are based on sample data weighted to individual FRS totals.
3 Includes caravans, houseboats and other non-building structures used solely as a permanent dwelling.
4 Includes estimates for incidents occuring during ten days of national industrial action in November 2002.
5 Includes estimates for incidents occuring during industrial action in January and February 2003  
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Fires1,2 and casualties from fires in dwellings3 by presence Table 9(a)
and operation of smoke detectors, by fire and rescue service area, Scotland 
(England, Wales & N.Ireland) 2006

FRS Area Total

Present, 
operated & 

raised alarm

Present, 
operated, but did 
not raise alarm

Present but 
did not 
operate

Smoke alarm 
absent Unspecified

Fires
Central 282 90 19 42 131 -
Dumfries & Galloway 164 84 19 22 39 -
Fife 344 112 36 64 132 -
Grampian 756 424 49 110 173 -
Highland & Islands 216 101 22 35 58 -
Lothian & Borders 1,376 518 84 228 546 -
Strathclyde 3,253 1,363 135 359 1,396 -
Tayside 581 224 48 91 217 -

Scotland 6,972 2,916 412 952 2,693 -
England 44,932 15,532 2,506 5,399 21,495 1
Wales 2,454 959 204 334 957 0
N.Ireland 1,431 394 159 234 644 0

Fatal Casualties
Central 3 1 - 1 1 -
Dumfries & Galloway - - - - - -
Fife 2 - - 1 1 -
Grampian 9 1 1 3 4 -
Highland & Islands 3 - 1 - 2 -
Lothian & Borders 8 3 1 4 - -
Strathclyde 17 2 3 8 4 -
Tayside 3 1 - 1 1 -

Scotland 45 8 6 18 13 -
England 287 47 28 53 159 0
Wales 14 3 3 3 5 0
N.Ireland 17 0 4 7 6 0

Non Fatal Casualties
Central 74 35 17 5 17 -
Dumfries & Galloway 31 15 4 10 2 -
Fife 77 29 9 16 23 -
Grampian 182 94 7 36 45 -
Highland & Islands 58 31 4 4 19 -
Lothian & Borders 261 115 20 43 83 -
Strathclyde 602 240 28 91 243 -
Tayside 134 47 11 18 58 -

Scotland 1,419 606 100 223 490 -
England 8,914 3,083 559 1,267 4,005 0
Wales 565 236 60 87 182 0
N.Ireland 331 120 39 83 89 0

1 Including late call, heat and smoke damage only incidents. 
2 Figures are based on sample data weighted to Fire and Rescue Service totals.
3 Includes caravans, houseboats and other non-building structures used solely as a permanent dwelling.  

 



 
24

 F
ire

s1,
2  in

 d
w

el
lin

gs
3  a

nd
 o

th
er

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 b

y 
ca

us
e,

 S
co

tla
nd

, 1
99

7-
20

06
Ta

bl
e 

10
Fi

re
s

Ye
ar

To
ta

l 
D

el
ib

er
at

e4
Fa

ul
ty

 fu
el

 
su

pp
lie

s

Fa
ul

ty
 

ap
pl

ia
nc

e 
an

d 
le

ad
s

M
is

us
e 

of
 

eq
ui

pm
en

t o
r 

ap
pl

ia
nc

es
C

hi
p 

or
 fa

t 
pa

n 
fir

es
Pl

ay
in

g 
w

ith
 fi

re

C
ar

el
es

s 
ha

nd
lin

g 
of

 
fir

e 
or

 h
ot

 
su

bs
ta

nc
es

Ar
tic

le
s 

an
d 

he
at

 to
o 

cl
os

e
O

th
er

 
U

ns
pe

ci
fie

d

D
w

el
lin

gs
3

19
97

9,
32

5
1,

80
1

30
4

83
3

2,
58

7
2,

21
4

46
71

1
41

1
37

0
48

19
98

9,
15

4
1,

73
8

24
4

89
0

2,
51

8
2,

21
1

54
69

0
38

7
37

9
43

19
99

9,
41

5
1,

94
4

25
9

69
1

2,
96

6
1,

71
6

64
78

2
51

2
41

7
64

20
00

9,
30

3
2,

08
9

26
7

60
8

2,
87

4
1,

77
4

62
63

1
53

0
42

1
38

20
01

8,
83

6
2,

00
2

21
4

69
9

2,
60

9
1,

58
6

47
75

2
46

4
41

9
43

20
02

5
8,

50
4

1,
97

9
20

5
61

7
2,

36
0

1,
61

6
39

65
2

45
2

52
9

52
20

03
6

8,
04

3
1,

79
0

17
3

64
8

2,
22

4
1,

65
8

53
72

3
39

4
31

5
65

20
04

7,
42

0
1,

58
3

16
5

66
1

2,
49

9
1,

12
0

33
59

0
37

7
34

1
51

20
05

7,
05

4
1,

36
9

23
3

67
7

2,
54

8
85

4
46

46
1

41
2

39
6

58
20

06
6,

97
2

1,
38

1
16

8
68

6
2,

56
4

76
7

40
53

1
41

5
36

1
60

O
th

er
 B

ui
ld

in
gs

19
97

3,
96

3
1,

83
0

20
8

73
2

32
6

19
21

30
7

15
1

29
9

72
19

98
3,

80
0

1,
63

8
21

5
61

4
38

3
60

-
32

3
16

1
37

7
29

19
99

4,
06

3
1,

79
1

22
3

50
9

47
4

67
9

31
1

18
6

40
7

86
20

00
3,

94
7

1,
89

5
26

8
44

3
44

2
61

5
21

7
17

9
37

3
62

20
01

3,
97

6
1,

91
5

21
1

54
0

34
3

68
10

27
5

14
6

40
0

68

20
02

5
3,

68
1

1,
74

1
17

0
55

4
34

0
69

5
22

1
13

1
37

5
76

20
03

6
3,

65
9

1,
72

0
13

4
58

7
32

1
98

11
24

3
12

4
35

8
63

20
04

3,
23

6
1,

45
6

12
9

60
6

28
3

71
1

18
4

10
6

33
3

68
20

05
3,

19
0

1,
29

1
19

1
61

7
33

1
39

1
16

0
10

5
39

1
64

20
06

2,
98

9
1,

24
6

15
8

56
4

30
0

27
7

16
1

11
9

33
5

71
1  In

cl
ud

in
g 

la
te

 c
al

l, 
he

at
 a

nd
 s

m
ok

e 
da

m
ag

e 
on

ly
 in

ci
de

nt
s.

2 
W

ith
 th

e 
ex

ce
pt

io
n 

of
 2

00
5,

 fi
gu

re
s 

ar
e 

ba
se

d 
on

 s
am

pl
e 

da
ta

 w
ei

gh
te

d 
to

 in
di

vi
du

al
 F

R
S

 to
ta

ls
.

3  In
cl

ud
es

 c
ar

av
an

s,
 h

ou
se

bo
at

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r n

on
-b

ui
ld

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

es
 u

se
d 

so
le

ly
 a

s 
a 

pe
rm

an
en

t d
w

el
lin

g.
4  D

el
ib

er
at

e 
fir

es
 in

cl
ud

e 
fir

es
 w

he
re

 d
el

ib
er

at
e 

or
 m

al
ic

io
us

 ig
ni

tio
n 

w
as

 m
er

el
y 

su
sp

ec
te

d.
5  In

cl
ud

es
 e

st
im

at
es

 fo
r i

nc
id

en
ts

 o
cc

ur
in

g 
du

rin
g 

te
n 

da
ys

 o
f n

at
io

na
l i

nd
us

tri
al

 a
ct

io
n 

in
 N

ov
em

be
r 2

00
2.

6 
In

cl
ud

es
 e

st
im

at
es

 fo
r i

nc
id

en
ts

 o
cc

ur
in

g 
du

rin
g 

in
du

st
ria

l a
ct

io
n 

in
 J

an
ua

ry
 a

nd
 F

eb
ru

ar
y 

20
03

C
au

se
 o

f F
ire

 



 
25

Fi
re

s1,
2  in

 d
w

el
lin

gs
3  a

nd
 o

th
er

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 b

y 
ca

us
e 

an
d 

by
 fi

re
 a

nd
 re

sc
ue

 s
er

vi
ce

 a
re

a,
 

Ta
bl

e 
10

(a
)

Sc
ot

la
nd

 (E
ng

la
nd

, W
al

es
 &

 N
.Ir

el
an

d)
 2

00
6

Fi
re

s
FR

S
 A

re
a

To
ta

l
D

el
ib

er
at

e4
Fa

ul
ty

 fu
el

 
su

pp
lie

s

Fa
ul

ty
 

ap
pl

ia
nc

e 
an

d 
le

ad
s

M
is

us
e 

of
 

eq
ui

pm
en

t o
r 

ap
pl

ia
nc

es
C

hi
p 

or
 fa

t 
pa

n 
fir

es
Pl

ay
in

g 
w

ith
 fi

re

C
ar

el
es

s 
ha

nd
lin

g 
of

 
fir

e 
or

 h
ot

 
su

bs
ta

nc
es

Pl
ac

in
g 

ar
tic

le
s 

an
d 

he
at

 to
o 

cl
os

e
O

th
er

 
ac

ci
de

nt
al

U
ns

pe
ci

fie
d

D
w

el
lin

gs
C

en
tra

l
28

2
66

15
26

83
30

6
18

18
18

1
D

um
fri

es
 &

 G
al

lo
w

ay
16

4
34

5
16

56
11

3
8

27
4

-
Fi

fe
34

4
71

12
39

10
7

52
-

20
24

13
5

G
ra

m
pi

an
75

6
11

4
25

77
32

2
83

1
49

40
45

2
H

ig
hl

an
d 

&
 Is

la
nd

s
21

6
8

5
38

69
22

1
17

24
23

9
Lo

th
ia

n 
& 

Bo
rd

er
s

1,
37

6
31

7
36

93
49

3
12

5
1

13
6

10
6

61
9

S
tra

th
cl

yd
e

3,
25

3
69

0
63

32
4

1,
23

0
38

4
22

21
9

14
1

15
1

29
Ta

ys
id

e
58

1
81

8
72

20
5

60
6

64
35

45
5

Sc
ot

la
nd

6,
97

2
1,

38
1

16
8

68
6

2,
56

4
76

7
40

53
1

41
5

36
1

60
E

ng
la

nd
44

,9
32

7,
80

9
1,

48
3

6,
02

8
12

,6
96

4,
99

0
35

7
3,

60
6

3,
50

0
3,

86
1

60
1

W
al

es
2,

45
4

41
2

14
2

31
3

74
7

21
1

34
19

3
16

0
22

3
19

N
.Ir

el
an

d
1,

43
1

50
8

31
16

5
22

6
15

2
14

10
4

85
12

1
24

O
th

er
 B

ui
ld

in
gs

C
en

tra
l

18
6

88
4

36
9

5
-

9
5

29
-

D
um

fri
es

 &
 G

al
lo

w
ay

67
6

14
15

13
5

-
2

5
8

-
Fi

fe
19

0
81

11
23

16
2

-
13

4
37

1
G

ra
m

pi
an

28
3

76
25

38
78

1
-

22
12

31
-

H
ig

hl
an

d 
&

 Is
la

nd
s

13
5

45
8

15
14

-
-

7
22

18
7

Lo
th

ia
n 

& 
Bo

rd
er

s
57

3
23

8
41

87
47

1
-

49
18

91
1

S
tra

th
cl

yd
e

1,
32

4
63

9
50

30
1

10
9

12
3

47
36

89
38

Ta
ys

id
e

23
1

73
5

49
13

1
4

12
16

33
24

Sc
ot

la
nd

2,
98

9
1,

24
6

15
8

56
4

30
0

27
7

16
1

11
9

33
5

71
E

ng
la

nd
27

,5
19

10
,5

23
1,

44
4

5,
16

2
2,

96
2

52
7

17
1,

32
6

1,
22

9
3,

51
3

81
6

W
al

es
1,

63
5

65
4

11
4

23
8

18
7

9
6

74
56

26
9

29
N

.Ir
el

an
d

78
3

39
0

60
10

6
49

7
0

39
33

80
20

1  In
cl

ud
in

g 
la

te
 c

al
l, 

he
at

 a
nd

 s
m

ok
e 

da
m

ag
e 

on
ly

 in
ci

de
nt

s.
 

2 
Fi

gu
re

s 
ar

e 
ba

se
d 

on
 s

am
pl

e 
da

ta
 w

ei
gh

te
d 

to
 in

di
vi

du
al

 F
R

S
 to

ta
ls

.
3  In

cl
ud

es
 c

ar
av

an
s,

 h
ou

se
bo

at
s 

an
d 

ot
he

r n
on

-b
ui

ld
in

g 
st

ru
ct

ur
es

 u
se

d 
so

le
ly

 a
s 

a 
pe

rm
an

en
t d

w
el

lin
g.

4 
D

el
ib

er
at

e 
fir

es
 in

cl
ud

e 
fir

es
 w

he
re

 d
el

ib
er

at
e 

or
 m

al
ic

io
us

 ig
ni

tio
n 

w
as

 m
er

el
y 

su
sp

ec
te

d.

C
au

se
 o

f F
ire

 



 
26

C
as

ua
lti

es
 fr

om
 a

cc
id

en
ta

l f
ire

s1  in
 d

w
el

lin
gs

2  b
y 

so
ur

ce
 o

f i
gn

iti
on

 a
nd

 c
au

se
, 2

00
6

Ta
bl

e 
11

C
as

ua
lti

es
So

ur
ce

 o
f I

gn
iti

on

To
ta

l 
Fa

ul
ty

 fu
el

 
su

pp
lie

s

Fa
ul

ty
 

ap
pl

ia
nc

e 
an

d 
le

ad
s

M
is

us
e 

of
 

eq
ui

pm
en

t o
r 

ap
pl

ia
nc

es
C

hi
p 

or
 fa

t 
pa

n 
fir

es
P

la
yi

ng
 

w
ith

 fi
re

C
ar

el
es

s 
ha

nd
lin

g 
of

 fi
re

 o
r h

ot
 

su
bs

ta
nc

es

Ar
tic

le
s 

an
d 

he
at

 
to

o 
cl

os
e

O
th

er
 

U
ns

pe
ci

fie
d

Fa
ta

l c
as

ua
lti

es

S
m

ok
er

s 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 a
nd

 m
at

ch
es

10
-

-
-

-
-

10
-

-
-

C
oo

ki
ng

 a
pp

lia
nc

es
9

-
-

2
6

-
-

1
-

-
S

pa
ce

 h
ea

tin
g 

ap
pl

ia
nc

es
3

-
-

-
-

-
1

2
-

-

C
en

tra
l/w

at
er

 h
ea

tin
g 

ap
pl

ia
nc

es
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

W
el

di
ng

 a
nd

 c
ut

tin
g 

eq
ui

pm
en

t
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
B

lo
w

la
m

ps
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
V

eh
ic

le
 re

la
te

d
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
E

le
ct

ric
al

 d
is

tri
bu

tio
n

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

O
th

er
 e

le
ct

ric
al

 a
pp

lia
nc

es
2

-
2

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
O

th
er

 a
pp

lia
nc

es
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
C

hi
m

ne
y,

 s
to

ve
 p

ip
e,

 fl
ue

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

C
an

dl
es

4
-

-
-

-
-

-
1

3
-

O
th

er
1

-
-

-
-

-
-

1
-

-
U

ns
pe

ci
fie

d
6

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
3

3
To

ta
l

35
-

2
2

6
-

11
5

6
3

N
on

-fa
ta

l c
as

ua
lti

es

S
m

ok
er

s 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 a
nd

 m
at

ch
es

19
3

-
-

2
-

27
15

1
6

2
5

C
oo

ki
ng

 a
pp

lia
nc

es
69

3
1

7
35

5
28

9
-

-
33

8
-

S
pa

ce
 h

ea
tin

g 
ap

pl
ia

nc
es

41
-

5
3

-
-

1
29

3
-

C
en

tra
l/w

at
er

 h
ea

tin
g 

ap
pl

ia
nc

es
9

-
5

-
-

-
-

4
-

-

W
el

di
ng

 a
nd

 c
ut

tin
g 

eq
ui

pm
en

t
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
B

lo
w

la
m

ps
2

-
-

2
-

-
-

-
-

-
V

eh
ic

le
 re

la
te

d
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
E

le
ct

ric
al

 d
is

tri
bu

tio
n

16
10

5
-

-
-

-
-

-
1

O
th

er
 e

le
ct

ric
al

 a
pp

lia
nc

es
68

-
45

7
-

-
1

10
5

-
O

th
er

 a
pp

lia
nc

es
4

-
1

-
-

-
2

1
-

-
C

hi
m

ne
y,

 s
to

ve
 p

ip
e,

 fl
ue

6
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

6
-

C
an

dl
es

56
-

-
3

-
-

8
11

34
-

O
th

er
9

-
-

1
-

-
2

1
4

1
U

ns
pe

ci
fie

d
18

-
-

1
-

-
-

-
1

16
To

ta
l

1,
11

5
11

68
37

4
28

9
27

16
5

95
63

23
1  In

cl
ud

in
g 

la
te

 c
al

l, 
he

at
 a

nd
 s

m
ok

e 
da

m
ag

e 
on

ly
 in

ci
de

nt
s.

2  In
cl

ud
es

 c
ar

av
an

s,
 h

ou
se

bo
at

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r n

on
-b

ui
ld

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

es
 u

se
d 

so
le

ly
 a

s 
a 

pe
rm

an
en

t d
w

el
lin

g.



 
27

Fi
re

s1,
2  in

 d
w

el
lin

gs
3 

an
d 

ot
he

r b
ui

ld
in

gs
 b

y 
sp

re
ad

 o
f f

ire
, S

co
tla

nd
, 1

99
7-

20
06

Ta
bl

e 
12

 
Fi

re
s1 : p

er
ce

nt
ag

e
Sp

re
ad

 o
f f

ire
19

97
19

98
19

99
20

00
20

01
20

02
4

20
03

5
20

04
20

05
20

06

D
w

el
lin

gs
N

um
be

r o
f f

ire
s

C
on

fin
ed

 to
 it

em
5,

39
3

5,
25

6
5,

26
6

5,
46

9
5,

03
7

4,
54

2
4,

44
8

4,
13

0
3,

81
0

3,
97

8
Be

yo
nd

 it
em

 b
ut

 c
on

fin
ed

 to
 ro

om
3,

13
6

3,
11

9
3,

22
3

3,
11

0
3,

04
9

2,
92

9
2,

71
3

2,
56

8
2,

52
2

2,
19

2
El

se
w

he
re

 in
 b

ui
ld

in
g

50
1

50
7

58
7

51
6

45
0

52
2

50
9

47
0

46
0

45
4

Be
yo

nd
 b

ui
ld

in
g

35
28

52
36

44
28

31
26

33
40

N
o 

fir
e 

da
m

ag
e

26
0

24
4

28
7

17
2

25
6

21
9

21
4

22
7

22
9

30
9

To
ta

l
9,

32
5

9,
15

4
9,

41
5

9,
30

3
8,

83
6

8,
24

0
7,

91
6

7,
42

0
7,

05
4

6,
97

2

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e

C
on

fin
ed

 to
 it

em
58

%
57

%
56

%
59

%
57

%
55

%
56

%
56

%
54

%
57

%
Be

yo
nd

 it
em

 b
ut

 c
on

fin
ed

 to
 ro

om
34

%
34

%
34

%
33

%
35

%
36

%
34

%
35

%
36

%
31

%
El

se
w

he
re

 in
 b

ui
ld

in
g

5%
6%

6%
6%

5%
6%

6%
6%

7%
7%

Be
yo

nd
 b

ui
ld

in
g

0%
0%

1%
0%

0%
0%

0%
0%

0%
1%

N
o 

fir
e 

da
m

ag
e

3%
3%

3%
2%

3%
3%

3%
3%

3%
4%

O
th

er
 B

ui
ld

in
gs

N
um

be
r o

f f
ire

s
C

on
fin

ed
 to

 it
em

1,
70

4
1,

75
8

1,
84

0
1,

90
9

1,
74

9
1,

64
2

1,
63

6
1,

49
4

1,
35

3
1,

29
6

Be
yo

nd
 it

em
 b

ut
 c

on
fin

ed
 to

 ro
om

1,
68

9
1,

59
3

1,
57

5
1,

49
6

1,
72

2
1,

49
3

1,
41

3
1,

26
6

1,
31

7
1,

27
1

El
se

w
he

re
 in

 b
ui

ld
in

g
35

4
27

1
39

4
30

0
28

3
20

8
27

8
24

9
28

0
22

1
Be

yo
nd

 b
ui

ld
in

g
91

10
8

14
7

98
12

1
11

1
14

5
14

2
11

7
12

3
N

o 
fir

e 
da

m
ag

e
12

4
71

10
6

14
5

10
2

10
3

14
1

85
12

3
78

To
ta

l
3,

96
3

3,
80

0
4,

06
3

3,
94

7
3,

97
6

3,
55

7
3,

61
2

3,
23

6
3,

19
0

2,
98

9

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e

C
on

fin
ed

 to
 it

em
43

%
46

%
45

%
48

%
44

%
46

%
45

%
46

%
42

%
43

%
Be

yo
nd

 it
em

 b
ut

 c
on

fin
ed

 to
 ro

om
43

%
42

%
39

%
38

%
43

%
42

%
39

%
39

%
41

%
43

%
El

se
w

he
re

 in
 b

ui
ld

in
g

9%
7%

10
%

8%
7%

6%
8%

8%
9%

7%
Be

yo
nd

 b
ui

ld
in

g
2%

3%
4%

2%
3%

3%
4%

4%
4%

4%
N

o 
fir

e 
da

m
ag

e
3%

2%
3%

4%
3%

3%
4%

3%
4%

3%
1  In

cl
ud

in
g 

la
te

 c
al

l, 
he

at
 a

nd
 s

m
ok

e 
da

m
ag

e 
on

ly
 in

ci
de

nt
s.

 
2 

W
ith

 th
e 

ex
ce

pt
io

n 
of

 2
00

5,
 fi

gu
re

s 
ar

e 
ba

se
d 

on
 s

am
pl

e 
da

ta
 w

ei
gh

te
d 

to
 in

di
vi

du
al

 F
R

S
 to

ta
ls

.
3  In

cl
ud

es
 c

ar
av

an
s,

 h
ou

se
bo

at
s 

an
d 

ot
he

r n
on

-b
ui

ld
in

g 
st

ru
ct

ur
es

 u
se

d 
so

le
ly

 a
s 

a 
pe

rm
an

en
t d

w
el

lin
g.

4  E
xc

lu
de

s 
in

ci
de

nt
s 

oc
cu

rin
g 

du
rin

g 
te

n 
da

ys
 o

f n
at

io
na

l i
nd

us
tri

al
 a

ct
io

n 
in

 N
ov

em
be

r 2
00

2.
5 

E
xc

lu
de

s 
es

tim
at

es
 fo

r i
nc

id
en

ts
 o

cc
ur

in
g 

du
rin

g 
in

du
st

ria
l a

ct
io

n 
in

 J
an

ua
ry

 a
nd

 F
eb

ru
ar

y 
20

03
 



 28

False Fire Alarms, Scotland, Table 13
1997-2006 Number

Year Total Malicious
Due to 

Apparatus
Good 
Intent

1997 48,650 8,222 24,821 15,607
1998 47,958 7,476 26,796 13,686
1999 51,139 8,013 29,583 13,543
2000 51,779 8,081 29,810 13,888
2001 53,838 8,105 30,940 14,793

20021 54,077 7,783 31,282 15,012
20032 52,900 6,949 30,331 15,619
2004 54,095 6,350 33,249 14,496
2005 53,506 5,762 33,041 14,703
2006 54,263 5,276 33,744 15,243
1 Includes estimates for incidents occuring during ten days of national
industrial action in November 2002.
2 Includes estimates for incidents occuring during industrial action in January
and February 2003  
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Annex 
5. Notes on statistics used in this bulletin 
 
5.1 Source of Statistics 
 
5.1.1 The statistics in this bulletin are compiled from reports submitted to Communities and 

Local Government (CLG) on fires attended by local authority fire and rescue 
services.  Although a variety of Scottish fire statistics are currently published annually 
by the CLG (see references below), this bulletin is intended to provide a detailed 
overview of Scottish fire statistics over the past decade at a fire and rescue service 
and Scotland level, with comparisons to the other UK regions.  More detailed 
information is collected on all fires in buildings, vehicles and outdoor structures and 
any fires involving casualties or rescues (i.e. "primary" fires) on the fire report form 
FDR1 (94). Less detailed aggregated information is collected on "secondary" and 
chimney fires on the FDR3 form; so subsequent analysis of them is limited. 

 
5.1.2 Data for 2002 and 2003 include estimates for November 2002 and January and 

February 2003 to account for the lack of information recorded during national 
industrial action.  These estimates have been produced using comparable data from 
earlier years.  See section 5.8 below. 

 
5.2 Fatalities 
 
5.2.1 A person whose death is attributed to a fire is counted as a fatality even if death 

occurred weeks or months later.  However, it is not always the case that fire was the 
cause of death.  The figures for fatalities are thus subject to revision, as information 
supplied by fire and rescue services needs to be cross-checked against the cause of 
death that appears on the death certificate.  This publication contains the finalised 
fire death figures for all years. 

 
5.3 Deliberate and accidental fires 
 
5.3.1 Deliberate fires include those where deliberate ignition is merely suspected, and 

those recorded by the fire and rescue service as "doubtful". 
 
5.3.2 Data for deliberate and accidental fires were revised in 2000. The revised data 

corrected an error which resulted in a small distortion in the number of deliberate and 
accidental fires for the years 1996 to 1998.  This error meant that the number of 
accidental fires were under represented by about 3,500 in these years, whilst 
malicious fires were over represented by 3,500.  The total number of primary fires 
(involving property or casualties) for these years were not affected. 

 
5.4 Selection of samples of primary fires 
  
5.4.1 With the exception of 2005, the databases for 1997 to 2006 contain all fires with 

casualties but only a sample of other fires.  The samples were selected 
systematically for each fire and rescue service, with an approximate 20 per cent 
sampling fraction.  The databases for 2005 were 100 per cent input for all fires. 

 
5.4.2 The data have all been weighted to agreed fire and rescue service totals.  The 

detailed analysis of data other than for casualties, or fires involving casualties are 
based on the sampled data grossed to fire and rescue service totals. 

 
 



 33

5.5 Definitions 
 
5.5.1 The following list shows the definitions used on the fire report form FDR1 (94): 
 

A reportable fire (no specific definition prior to 1994) 
A reportable fire is an event of uncontrolled burning involving flames, heat or smoke 
and which the fire and rescue service attended. 
 
Late fire call (no specific definition prior to 1994) 
A fire known to be extinguished when the call was made (or which no call was made, 
e.g. a fire which comes to the attention of the fire and rescue service as a result of a 
press report or inquest) and the fire and rescue service attended. 
 
Heat or smoke damage incidents (no specific definition prior to 1994) 
These are reportable 'fires' where there is no fire damage.  The damage reported 
may be due to any combination of heat, smoke and other which will include any 
water damage.   
 
Location 
The type of premises, property or countryside in which the fire started.  This is not 
necessarily the type of premises in which most casualties or damage occurred as a 
result of the fire. 
 
Cause of fire 
The defect, act or omission leading to ignition of the fire. 
 
Deliberate 
Includes fires where deliberate ignition is merely suspected, and recorded by the fire 
and rescue service as "doubtful".   
 
Accidental 
Includes fires where the cause was not known or unspecified. 
 
Source of ignition 
The source of the flame, spark or heat that started the fire. 
 
Spread of fire 
The extent to which fire damage (as opposed to heat, smoke or other damage) 
spread, for example, beyond the room of origin. 
 
Buildings  
All buildings including those under construction, but excluding derelict buildings or 
those under demolition.  Prior to 1994 'buildings' were referred to as 'occupied 
buildings'. 
 
Dwellings 
Buildings occupied by households, excluding hotels, hostels and residential 
institutions.  Mobile homes are specifically included in the dwelling count.  In 2000, 
the definition of a dwelling (for FDR1 purposes) was widened to include any non-
permanent structures used solely as a dwelling, such as caravans, houseboats etc. 
(amounts to 0.3 per cent of the total number of UK dwelling fires). This change brings 
the definition of a dwelling more in line with that required under Best Value 
legislation.  All analyses prior to 1998 relating to dwellings were retrospectively 
revised to include the new categories of dwelling.  Caravans, boats etc. not used as 
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a permanent dwelling are shown according to the type of property (caravan, vehicle 
etc.). 
 
Primary fires (no specific definition prior to 1994) 
These are reportable fires (as listed below i) to vi)) or any fires involving casualties, 
rescues, or fires attended by five or more appliances regardless of its actual physical 
location.  An appliance is counted if either the appliance, equipment from it or 
personnel riding it, were used to fight fire. 
 
(i) Buildings 
 
(ii) Caravans, trailers etc 
 
(iii) Vehicles and other methods of transport (not derelict) 
 
(iv) Outdoor storage, plant and machinery 
 
(v) Agricultural and forestry premises and property 
 
(vi) Other outdoor structures including post boxes, tunnels, bridges etc. 
 
Secondary fires 
These are reportable fires that: 
 
• were not in primary fire locations (before 1994 defined as a list of locations) 
• were not chimney fires in buildings 
• did not involve casualties or rescues 
• were attended by four or fewer appliances.  An appliance is counted if either the 

appliance, equipment from it or personnel riding on it, were used to fight the fire. 
 
They are reported in less detail than other fires and consequently less information 
concerning them is available. 
 
Chimney fires  
These are reportable fires in occupied buildings: 
 
• where fire was confined within the chimney structure 
• that did not involve casualties or rescues 
• attended by four or fewer appliances 
 
Outdoor fires 
The term "outdoor fires" used in this Bulletin refers to primary and secondary fires in 
road vehicles, other outdoor property, derelict buildings and derelict vehicles and 
more minor refuse, grassland and intentional straw/stubble fires. 
 
Fatal Casualty 
A person whose death is attributed to a fire is counted as a fatality even if death 
occurred weeks or months later - see section 5.2 for a more detailed discussion. 
 
Non-Fatal Casualty 
Non-fatal casualties consist of persons requiring medical treatment beyond first aid 
given at the scene of the fire, and those sent to hospital or advised to see a doctor for 
a check-up or observation (whether or not they actually do).  People sent to hospital 
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or advised to see a doctor as a precaution, having no obvious injury, are recorded as 
"precautionary check-ups". 
 
Non-Fire and Rescue Service Casualties 
Refers to fatal or non-fatal casualties involving persons who are not members of the 
fire and rescue service. 

 
Fire and Rescue Service Casualties  
Refers to fatal or non-fatal casualties involving fire and rescue service personnel. 
 
False Alarm 
A false alarm is defined as an event in which the fire and rescue service believes 
they are called to a reportable fire and then there is no such incident.  False alarms 
are categorised as: 
 

Malicious – the call was made with the intention of getting the fire and rescue 
service to attend a non-existent fire-related incident.  This includes a 
‘deliberate’ and ‘suspected malicious’ intentions. 
 
Good Intent – the call was made in good faith in the belief that the fire and 
rescue service really would attend a fire. 
 
Due to Apparatus – the call was initiated by fire alarm and fire fighting 
equipment operating (including accidental initiation of alarm apparatus by a 
person). 

 
5.6  Symbols 
 
5.6.1 Symbols used in the tables are: 

-  Nil or less than half the final digit shown. 
..  Not available/Not applicable 
r  Revised 
 

5.7 Publications of fire statistics 
 

Further statistical publications on fires include: 
 
UK Fire Statistical Bulletins:  
Summary Fire Statistics, United Kingdom, 2006 
Fire Statistics, United Kingdom, 2005 
Fire Statistics, United Kingdom, 2005 
Fire Statistics, United Kingdom, 2004 
Fire Statistics, United Kingdom, 2003 
  
Scottish Fire Statistical Bulletins: 
HM Chief Inspector of Fire and Rescue Services: Annual Report 2006–2007 
(SE/2007/236) 
Fire Statistics Scotland, 2005 (CrJ/2007/4) 
HM Chief Inspector of Fire and Rescue Services: Annual Report 2005–2006 
(SE/2006/234) 
Fire Statistics Scotland, 2004 (CrJ/2006/2) 
HM Chief Inspector of Fire Services for Scotland Report for 2004-2005 
(SE/2005/212) 
Fire Statistics Scotland, 2003 (CrJ/2005/3) 
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HM Chief Inspector of Fire Services for Scotland Report for 2003-2004 
(SE/2004/275) 
Fire Statistics Scotland, 2002 (CrJ/2004/2) 
HM Chief Inspector of Fire Services for Scotland Report for 2002-2003 (SE/2004/3) 
 
The above publications report on the number of primary, secondary and chimney 
fires and casualties at fire and rescue service area/ Scotland level and are published 
by the Scottish Government. Copies of the above publications can be downloaded 
from the Scottish Government's website at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/publications. 

 
5.8 Industrial Action 
 
5.8.1 Due to the industrial action by firefighters in November 2002 and January and 

February 2003 the reporting of fires for these days was disrupted.  In total 15 24-hour 
periods were affected: 

 
• From 18:00 on 13th to 18:00 on 15th November 2002 (2 days) 
• From 09:00 on 22nd to 09:00 on 30th November 2002 (8 days) 
• From 09:00 on 21st to 09:00 on 22nd January 2003 (1 days) 
• From 09:00 on 28th to 09:00 on 30th January 2003 (2 days) 
• From 09:00 on 1st to 09:00 on 3rd February 2003 (2 days) 

 
5.8.2 Some information relating to this period has been received via data collected by the 

Ministry of Defence (MOD) and also from special summary reports submitted by fire 
and rescue services. 

 
5.8.3 In order to present the most accurate picture of the fires, casualties and false alarms 

which occurred in 2002 and 2003, in some cases estimates have been incorporated 
into the figures to account for missing information.  These have been produced using 
comparable data for November 2001, January 2002 and February 2002.  Information 
on the actual number of fatal casualties which occurred during the strike periods has 
been obtained from the MOD and media.  For the more complex tables the figures 
are as reported by the fire and rescue service and therefore exclude any estimates 
for strike days.  All the tables are footnoted accordingly. 

 



 

 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN GROUP 
 
OUR AIM 
 
To provide relevant and reliable information, analysis and advice that meet the needs of government, business 
and the people of Scotland. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
1. To produce statistics and analysis relevant to user needs by 

• Developing our understanding of customer requirements to ensure statistics are kept relevant and analysis 
is well targeted;  

• Developing the range of statistics and analysis we produce; 
• Where practicable improving timeliness; 
• Providing more statistics disaggregated by age, gender and ethnicity; 
• Developing more data for small areas through the Neighbourhood Statistics project; 
• Contributing to production of comparable statistics across the UK and internationally. 

 
2. To ensure effective use of our statistics by 

• Contributing more directly to policy processes inside and where possible outside government; 
• Improving access to and presentation of data and analysis; 
• Improving the advice provided on statistics. 

 
3. To work effectively with users and providers by 

• Maintaining arrangements to consult and involve users and providers; 
• Involving users and providers in planning developments in outputs and processes; 
• Minimising the burden on data providers through dropping or streamlining collections as appropriate, to 

ensure the benefits of the information justify the costs of collection. 
 
4. To develop the quality of statistics by 

• Assuring and improving quality as an integral part of data collection and analysis and through regular 
reviews in line with National Statistics quality strategy; 

• Developing statistical methods, systems and classifications; 
• Working with the rest of the Government Statistical Service to develop joint approaches/solutions where 

appropriate. 
 
5. To assure the integrity of statistics by 

• Maintaining and promoting integrity through implementation of the National Statistics Code of Practice and 
related protocols; 

• Safeguarding the confidentiality of data subjects. 
 
6. To ensure the efficient and effective delivery of statistics products and services by 

• Making best use of all sources including administrative sources; 
• Working with other analysts to maximise the contribution of our own and other analysts’ work; 
• Ensuring value for money; 
• Making best use of Information and Communications Technology; 
• Ensuring effective communication within the Statistician Group. 

 
7. To develop our workforce and competences 

• Ensuring recruitment of staff with the necessary skills and potential; 
• Ensuring development of expertise amongst existing staff; 
• Promoting and upholding the standards of the statistics profession. 
 

 
This is a National Statistics publication 
 
"This is a National Statistics publication.  It has been produced to high professional standards set out in the 
National Statistics Code of Practice Protocol - see www.statistics.gov.uk/about_ns/cop/default.asp 

 
These statistics undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs.  They are 
produced free from any political interference." 
 
Details of pre-release access will be provided in the Scottish Government Statistics Website under 'Forthcoming 
Releases' 



 

 

Correspondence and enquiries 
 
Enquiries on Fire Statistics Scotland, 2006   
should be addressed to: 
 
David Cruickshank 
Justice Analytical Services 
Justice and Communities Directorate 
1 WR St Andrew’s House 
EDINBURGH EH1 3DG 
Telephone: 0131 244 8322; Fax: : 0131 244 2109 
e-mail: JusticeStatistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

General enquiries on Scottish Government statistics 
can be addressed to: 
 
Ryan Stewart 
Office of the Chief Statistician 
Scottish Government 
3 Floor West Rear, St Andrews House 
EDINBURGH   EH1 3DG 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0442; Fax: (0131) 244 0335 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

 
Advice on specific areas of Scottish Government statistical work can be obtained from staff at the telephone numbers given 
below: 
 
Scottish Government Statistics contacts 

Schools – qualifications (0131) 244 0315 
Schools – pupils and teachers (0131) 244 1689 
Further and Higher Education (0141) 242 0273 

 The Economy (0131) 244 2234 
 Labour market (0141) 242 5446 
 Business   (0141) 242 5446
Income, Tax and Benefits   (0131) 244 2583
Local government finance (0131) 244 7033 
Environment (0131) 244 0445 
Planning (0131) 244 0439 
Equality  (0131) 244 0324 
Housing (0131) 244 7236 
Transport (0131) 244 7255 
Health (0131) 244 3432 
Community Care (0131) 244 3777 
Social Justice   (0131) 244 0442
Scottish Government personnel (0131) 244 3926 
Agricultural census and labour force (0131) 244 6150 
Fisheries (0131) 244 6441 
Courts and law (0131) 244 2227 
Recorded crime (0131) 244 2635 
Prisons (0131) 244 2147  

Other contacts for Scottish statistics 
Forestry Commission (0131) 314 6337 
The Scottish Funding Councils for 
Higher and Further Education 

(0131) 313 6575 

General Register Office for Scotland 
- Vital statistics and publications 
- Population statistics, census statistics 

or digital boundary products 

 
(0131) 314 4243 

 
(0131) 314 4254 

 
For general enquiries about National Statistics in the 
United Kingdom Government contact the National Statistics 
Public Enquiry Service on 
 
020 7533 5888 
minicom: 01633 812399 
Email: info@statistics.gov.uk 
Fax: 01633 652747 
Letters: room DG/18, 1 Drummond Gate, 
LONDON SW1V 2QQ 
 
You can also find National Statistics on the internet -  
go to www.statistics.gov.uk 
 

 
If you would like to be consulted about new or existing statistical collections or receive notification of forthcoming statistical 
publications, please register your interest on the Scottish Government ScotStat website at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat 
 
Current contact points, e-mail addresses and the publications listed below as well as a range of other statistical publications can 
be found on the Scottish Government Web site at www.scotland.gov.uk/stats 
 
Further information on the General Register Office for Scotland is available on the website www.gro-scotland.gov.uk 
 
Most recent Justice Statistical Publications relating to the Crime and Justice theme 
Title Last published Price 

Criminal Appeals Statistics September 2007 N/A 

Reconvictions of Offenders Discharged from Custody or given Non-
Custodial Sentences in 2003-04, Scotland 

October 2007 £2.00 

Recorded Crimes and Offences involving Firearms, Scotland, 2006-
07 

October 2007 £2.00 

Domestic Abuse Recorded by the Police in Scotland, 2006-07 November 2007 £2.00 

Criminal Justice Social Work Statistics December 2007 £2.00 

Homicide in Scotland. 2006-07 December 2007 £2.00 
 
Additional copies of these publications may be purchased from Scottish Government Publication Sales, Blackwell’s 
Bookshop, 53 South Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1YS, Telephone: 0131 622 8283 or 0131 622 8258, Fax: 0131 557 8149. 
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Blackwell’s Bookshop’. 
 

 

Complaints and suggestions 
If you are not satisfied with our service, please write to the Chief Statistician, Mr Rob Wishart, 3R02, St Andrews House, 
Edinburgh, EH1 3DG, Telephone: (0131) 244 0302, e-mail rob.wishart@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.  We also welcome any comments 
or suggestions that would help us to improve our standards of service. 
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