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Dear Sir/Madam

INDEPENDENT SCRUTINY - THE INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION OF PROPOSALS
FOR MAJOR CHANGE IN NHS SERVICES

I refer to the above-mentioned consultation which, because of the 25 January 2008 (extended
to 1 February) closing date has not been able to be considered by COSLA politicians.

COSLA fully recognises the value of effective public scrutiny and the advantages of
community involvement. For many years, as the local authority umbrella organisation we
have championed the benefits of community planning processes and the need to involve all
client groups fully in the development of the services that affect them. We are therefore very
keen to ensure that any new scrutiny arrangements that are to be introduced are robust and
are not rushed through at a time when other developments - notably the possible introduction
of direct elections to Health Boards - are under consideration.

As a membership organisation, COSLA's response to all consultations is informed by the
views of its member councils and the consideration of our relevant Executive Group. Because
of the timing of the Independent Scrutiny consultation we have not had sight of the majority of
our member councils' responses and this has inevitably affected how we deal with the
consultation.

In the circumstances, COSLA:
a) welcomes the principle of independent, external scrutiny of proposals for major

changes in NHS services before full public consultation takes place;
b) notes that the majority of councils whose views have been made available to

COSLA to date favour the 'expert panel' option; and
c) would suggest that a final decision on external scrutiny arrangements be deferred

until the outcome of the Local Healthcare Bill consultation is known.
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