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Independent Scrutiny: the independent examination of proposals for major change in NHS
services

Please find attached the completed Respondent Information Form from West Lothian Council and
written response below.

West Lothian Council welcomes the opportunity to consider and comment on this consultation
exercise and would make the following comments.

Part One - Independent Scrutiny: The independent examination of proposals for major change in
NHS services

The clear policy direction of this document is to bring an element of independent scrutiny into the
process of introducing change to NHS services and this proposal stems from the need to have a
better basis for dialogue between the NHS and the public on service change.

Clarification needs to be given to the definitions of 'major' - what constitutes major change, what
criteria would be used to inform this? Also how would 'due weight' be defined when referrring to
public opinion?

Allied with the other current consultation exercise on the plans for a Local Healthcare Bill which
could introduce direct elections to health boards this proposal could significantly enhance the role
local people and communities play in deciding how local health services are designed and
delivered.

Alex Linkston
Chief Executive UK Council
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