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************************************************************************  
This message has been received from an external party and  
has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.  
************************************************************************  

Hi there,  

Please find attached a consultation response to the Firm Foundations paper from Alasdair 
Allan MSP. <<Letter to Stewart re- Firm Foundations Consultation.doc>>  

Many thanks,  

Alan Masterton 

Parliamentary Assistant 
Alasdair Allan MSP, Na h-Eileanan an Iar, 
31 Bayhead, Stornoway, HS1 2DU 
alan.masterton@scottish.parliament.uk 
01851 702272          

www.alasdairallanmsp.com               

If you would like to receive a free copy of Alasdair's monthly newsletter  

please e-mail me back via the above address to request a 
copy.                                                                               

 
 
 
********************************************************************** 

"For latest news and information about all aspects of Parliamentary business, MSPs and our work, visit the Parliament's
website at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/. 

For information about how you can visit the Parliament, go to 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/vli/visitingHolyrood/index.htm. 

Watch Parliamentary business live at http://www.holyrood.tv/ 

The information in this e-mail transmission and any files or attachments transmitted with it are strictly confidential and may
contain privileged information. It is intended solely for the person or organisation to whom it is addressed and if you are
not the intended recipient, you must not copy, distribute, disclose or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received
this e-mail in error, please delete it from your computer system and notify the sender as soon as possible. 

While this e-mail message and attachments have been swept by the content filter software for the presence of computer
viruses, the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body does not guarantee that either are virus-free and accepts no liability 
for damage sustained as a result of a virus. It is the recipient's responsibility to ensure that the onward transmission,
opening or use of this message and any attachments will not adversely affect their systems or data or otherwise incur
liability in law." 
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Stewart Maxwell MSP 
Minister for Communities 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6QQ 
 
Ref: AM/358 
24th January 2008 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
I wish to make a brief submission to your consultation on Firm Foundations, 
which draws on the impressions of the distinct housing problems of this 
constituency, and in particular on meetings I have held with some of those 
most directly involved in the housing sector in the islands. It therefore 
incorporates some views which are those organisations' own. 
 
The first comment I should make is that Firm Foundations has met with a 
broad welcome among those involved in housing in the islands. 
In particular measures such as the support on offer to housing associations 
and the ending of the right to buy on new council houses provide incentives 
for us to tackle the unacceptable shortage of affordable housing in areas like 
the Western Isles, where many hundreds are waiting to be housed. 
 
This note concentrates on one or two of the areas that have been flagged up 
to me locally which I hope the Government will give consideration to. 
Firstly, I was reassured at today's meeting of the Local Government and 
Communities Committee to hear from the Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Wellbeing that, although the private rented sector is an important part of the 
Government's strategy to achieve housing growth, this policy will be applied in 
a way that takes account of local needs.  Like some parts of Lanarkshire, I 
believe, the Western Isles is an example of a community where the private 
rented sector is virtually non-existent. 
 
The most immediate issue that has been raised with me locally is the proposal 
to have one developer per "area" for new housing. There is an appreciation of 
the need to secure best value, but it would be useful to know how large such 
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areas would be in the context of rural Scotland. Local housing associations in 
Scotland’s islands would, I know, be keen to ensure that decisions in this are 
to be taken locally and not on the mainland.  
 
These as I say are immediate issues that have been flagged up in a paper 
which has been widely welcomed. 
 
I look forward to engaging with the Government's plans at a later stage on the 
committee. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely,  

 
 
Alasdair Allan MSP 
 
 


