





The importance of strengthening Dumfri.esand Galloway's primary industry economic
base also needs to be included and emphasised. Processing plants to add value to
timber and agricultural products need to be encouraged and supported. The range of
services and facilities currently available to tourists also ne.edsto be highlighted and
improvements supported. An upgraded A75 will help on all these fronts.

2. Para 293 states that the joint visions for National Scenic Areas of the Solway Firth
are being prepared by Dumfries and Galloway Council and SNH. They are now being
implemented. It may be hoped that this will be further supported at a national level.

3. The statement in para 236 that a further low level radioactive waste facility will be
needed in the South of Scotland for radioactive waste arising from processes elsewhere
needs to be more location specific. Does the reference in para 295 that the closure of
Chapelcross offers the opportunity to develop business excellence in Magnox reactor
decommissioning mean that such a facility will be at Chapelcross? This needs to be
clarified further in the final NPF2.

4, The inclusion of electricity transmission infrastructure as part of the national
strategy is noted. Grid reinforcements in south west Scotland obviously relate to
anticipated renewable energy developments. It is accepted in this area that no part of
the country should expect to escape carrying its dU.eshare of the national response to
climate change. However, there is concern in south-west Scotland that it is being asked
to accommodate significantly more than its fair share of wind farms. The absence of a
transparent national policy position on windfarms means that large scale windfarms are
being directed to 'soft targef areas where there are relatively fewer national designations,
rather than a wider dispersal of more sensitively scaled developments. The later position
reflects the views of Dumfries and Galloway Council. The NPF2 should also address the
implications arising if there is a deficit in planned transmission infrastructure
developments further to the north.

In conclusion, appendix 1 to this letter contains the detailed information on two proposed
National Development projects. | hope that the Council's response is helpful and that
these views will be taken into account in the final NPF2 document.

Yours sincerely

117~

Peter N Bulmer
Corporate Director of Planning and Environment Services
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Appendix 1 - National Developments — Statements of Need

Development of Ports Facilities at Loch Ryan and Development and
Upgrading of the A75 and A77 and Rail Connections

Description of development
Improvements to road, rail and port infrastructure to support Loch Ryan's role as an
international gateway to Scotland.

Location

The ports of Cairnryan and Old House Point at Loch Ryan. The A77 Strategic Transport
Route linking Loch Ryan with Central Scotland in particular Rosyth. The A75 Strategic
Transport Route linking Cairnryan/Stranraer to Gretna and the M74.

Elements covered by designation

Expanded port and associated facilities. Improved road and rail access to the ports of
Cairnryan and Old House Point, including development and upgrading of the A75 and A77
Strategic Transport Routes and Rail Connections.

Need for the development

Stranraer is Scotland’s key international gateway to Ireland and Northern Ireland and is
currently the second busiest freight route in the UK but is starting to lose out to Holyhead
due to connectivity issues. There is potential for the ports at Loch Ryan to grow, particularly
with the improvements being made {o the infrastructure in Ireland.

The existing port at Stranraer is currently unable to deal with large vessels due to its
restricted size. A new port at Old House Point would overcome this obstacle. The
relocation of Stena Line to Old House Point would enable the development and
regeneration of Stranraer waterfront to go ahead.

The A75 is identified in the draft NPF2 as a strategic transport route but the majority is
single lane with few overtaking opportunities. Improvements to the road network and other
asscciated infrastructure are critical to the continuing success of Loch Ryan as an
international gateway. If improvements are not made then Dumfries and Galloway and
Scotland will be left behind.

in an all Scotland context the role of the A77 in providing a strategic link between Loch
Ryan and Rosyth should be fully realised. The NPF2 highlights the potential for Scotland to
be a landbridge and for lrish freight to move through Scotland to avoid congestion on routes
in England’s East Coast ports and indicates that this matter is being pursued by the British
— lrish Council.

Need for the designation

Designation as a naticnal development would consolidate Loch Ryan’s current status as
Scotland’s key international gateway and recognises the importance to it of improved road,
rail and port infrastructure. It would enhance the national strategic drive for closer
economic/culturalftourism links between Scotland, Ireland and Northern Ireland.



It is important for Scotland as a whole that Loch Ryan maintains a competitive advantage
over other lrish Sea ports including Heysham, Holyhead and Fishguard.

The A75 is the only Scoftish Trunk Road to feature in the prestigious ESSN 14 programme
as part of the lIreland-UK-Benelux upgrading programme. Designation as a national
development signals the national significance of the A75 as a strategic transport route and
recognises the importance of improved road infrastructure.

In an all Scotland context the role of the A77 in providing a strategic link between Loch
Ryan and Rosyth should be fully realised.

Matters to be addressed at consent stage

Siting and design of developments within port area; road and rail infrastructure
improvements; their impacts and mitigation measures; any measures 1o protect the area
from coastal flooding; any potential disturbance or pollution of marine and habitats and
species.

Action Programme
Timescale | Lead Organisations Action
2008 Stena Line Design of New Port
2008/2009 | Stena Line/Scottish Application and approval of Harbour
Government Empowerment Order
2008/2009 | Transport Scotland Prioritise road and rail improvements
Stena Line
D&G Council
SWESTRANS
SPT
South Ayrshire Council
P&O Line
2010/2011 | Stena Line Construction of new port
Wealthier and v | Contributes to sustainable economic development v
fairer
Greener v | Strengthens global links J
Safer and v | Improves internal connectivity J
Stronger
Smarter Helps meet climate change, renewable energy or waste
management targets
healthier Essential element of a national infrastructure programme v
More than regional importance v




Dumfries as a National Sustainable Community Project

Description of development

To promote the development and sustainable expansion of Dumfries. Further details will be
developed once further guidance has been issued by the Scottish Government on the
Scottish Sustainable Community Initiative.

Location
Durmnfries

Elements covered by designation

The Council has already identified Dumfries as the regional capital with a number of
strategic regeneration, transport and infrastructure projects including:

o Dumfries Town Centre Regeneration — Strategy and Action Plan

Crichton University/Business Campus

A75/Southern Bypass

Strategic Flood Risk Management - River Nith

Marchfield Sustainable Urban Expansion Area

Need for the development

Dumfries and Galloway is the third largest Council area in Scotland and Dumfries is the
largest settlement in the South of Scotland and has a unique potential to accommodate a
Sustainable Community Project of National Importance.

Need for the designation

The South of Scotland has the potential to make a significant contribution to Scotland’s
sustainable economic development as it is close to markets in England, lreland and the
Central Belt of Scotland.

Matters to be addressed at consent stage
PAN 84 — Reducing Carbon Emissions in New Development

Action Programme to follow once further guidance issued by Scottish Government

Wealthier and v | Contributes to sustainable economic development J

fairer

Greener v | Strengthens global links

Safer and v | Improves internal connectivity v

stronger

Smarter Helps meet climate change, renewable energy or waste v
management targels

Healthier v | Essential element of a national infrastructure programme v
More than regional importance v






