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Carey SJ (Sandra)

From: Alison Kirkwood [Alison.KiIrkwood{@edinburgh.gov.a
Sent: 18 June 2007 14:22
To: Planning and Sustainable Development

Subject: Response to Sustainable Development Consultation Paper

This email has been received from an external party and
has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

Please find attached the City of Edinburgh Council's response to the above consultation paper which was
agreed by the Planning Committee on 14 June 2007.

This response can be made public ally available.

Should you have any queries, please get in touch.

Alison Kirkwood

Alison Kirkwood
Principal Planner - Policy

Planning and Strategy / City Development Department / City of Edinburgh Council / Level G1 Waverley
Court /

4 East Market Street / Edinburgh / EH8 8BG

Ph 0131 469 3590 / Fax 0131 529 6205

This email and files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended for the sole use of the individual or organisation to whom they are
addressed.

If you have received this eMail in error please notify the sender immediately and delete it without using, copying, storing, forwarding or
disclosing its contents to any other person.

The Council has endeavoured to scan this eMail message and attachments for computer viruses and will not be liable for any losses
incurred by the recipient.

This email was received from the INTERNET and scanned by the Government Secure Intranet Anti-
Virus service supplied by Cable& Wireless in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate
Number 2006/04/0007.) In case of problems, please call your organisation(Js IT Helpdesk.
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal

purposes.
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City of Edinburgh Council Response to the Scottish Executive
Consultation Paper ‘Statutory Guidance on Planning and Sustainable
Development’

General

The City of Edinburgh Council welcomes the publication of Statutory
Guidance on Sustainable Development to help planning authorities and other
stakeholders to meet the requirements of the Planning Act 2006. Sustainable
development covers a wide range of matters and it is therefore appropriate
that the guidance is lengthy and detailed in places. However, the consultation
paper appears unnecessarily long. In order to make it more user friendly, the
guidance wouid benefit from a clearer and more focused structure. For
example, much of the general policy context section is repeated elsewhere in
the document. It is not clear if this guidance is intended to supersede other
existing government planning policy, for example the section on sustainable
development in SPP1.

Para 18

Reference is made to the need for close collaborative working between
planning authorities and those responsible for the building standards system.
Clarification is needed of where the primary responsibility for sustainable
buildings lies — planning or building standards. If it is shared between both
systems, this should be made clear.

Para 32

Para 32 states that “considerations of layout and design may be signalled in
development plans but they are generally more site specific and best handled
in supplementary planning guidance or individual cases and in close
association with building standards”. This appears to contradict Scottish
Executive policy set out in “Designing Places” which states that development
plans must set out the Council’s policies on design. It is recommended that
this statement be amended to accord with “Designing Places” and recognise
the value of including design policies in local plans to order to provide clear
and consistent guidance on these matters.

Paras 33 - 34

This section sets out a range of factors to be taken into account in considering
the location of new development. The guidance states that it is the role of
development plans to consider the weight to be attached to each factor — this
approach is supported. However, the guidance should draw attention to the
potential conflicts between the wide range of factors. For example, high
density brownfield development may have implications for air quality levels,
renewable energy developments may be detrimental to the natural
environment and built heritage.



Para 35

Bullet 6 refers to promoting efficient use of land through higher density
development. It is recommended that further guidance is added relating to the
need for a mix of house types and sizes even in higher density developments
to promote mixed, balanced communities.

Para 36

The guidance could usefully refer to the value of well constructed building
forms such as the traditional tenement. In Edinburgh, this standard of building
has contributed to sustainability as neighbourhoods with a predominantly
tenemental character have not been subject to the cycle of redevelopment
experienced in some other cities.

Para 51

Para 51 highlights the difficulties in setting outcomes and targets to measure
whether sustainable development objectives are being met. It is important
that monitoring is an integral component of the development plan process and
more detailed guidance is therefore required on this matter. The Scottish
Executive is requested to give further consideration to the monitoring of
sustainable development objectives and advise on best practice either as part
of this guidance or in a Planning Advice Note.

Agreed by CEC Planning Committee 14 June 2007
Contact Officer : Alison Kirkwood 0131 469 3590 Elison . Kirkwood@edinburan.aov.ult
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