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Smith L (Lee-Anne) Qol" 3ft

From: Glen J (John)

Sent: 28 February 2007 10:30

To: Smith L (Lee-Anne)

Subject: FW: Consultation response: Future without Tobacco/Variation of Age Limit of Sale of Tobacco,
etc

JOHN GLEN
Tobacco Control Team
Public Health & Substance Misuse Division
Area 3 E
St Andrew's House
EDINBURGH
EH1 3DG

Original Message
From: Susan Aird [mailto:Susan.Aird@highland.gov.uk]
Sent: 27 February 2007 14:41
To: Glen J (John)
Subject: Consultation response: Future without Tobacco/Variation of Age Limit of Sale of Tobacco, etc

This email has been received from an external party and

has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

Please find attached, responses to the above consultations from the Highland Council's Trading Standards
Unit.

If you have any queries or have any problems reading the attachment please do not hesitate to contact me.

Regards

StisanAird

Trading Standards Officer
Technical, Environmental and Community Services
The Highland Council
Trading Standards Unit
38 Harbour Road
Inverness
IV1 1UF

Direct Dial: 01463 228712
Fax: 01463 223723
e-mail: susan.aird@highland.gov.uk

01/03/2007



CONSULTATION ON SMOKING PREVENTION WORKING GROUP REPORT:
TOWARDS A FUTURE WITHOUT TOBACCO

Response from The Highland Council, Transport, Environmental and Community Services - Trading
Standards Unit

Prepared by Susan Aird, Trading Standards Officer (Lead Officer for Age Restricted Sales)

Recommendation 5: ensure that much greater efforts are made to enforce the prevailing legal age of
purchase. These should include: the use of proof of age; active test purchasing; prosecution with heavy fines
and education of retailers and trading standard officers.

Comment
The Highland Council's Trading Standards Unit routinely carries out enforcement by active test purchasing at
a level/rate commensurate with current staffing levels and restraints due to other enforcement activities. The
recommendation to place greater efforts in this area of enforcement is to be supported, however, this would
only be achievable by additional funding being made available by the Scottish Executive to increase staffing
levels.

Recommendation 6: introduce a negative licensing scheme to enable vendors who repeatedly sell cigarettes
to under-age customers to be prohibited from selling tobacco products.

Comment
A negative licensing scheme is to be supported as this would provide a more robust mechanism for tackling
persistent offenders. The resource implications for this measure would be minimal, where as the introduction
of a positive enforcement scheme would require greater resources to implement and enforce.

Recommendation 7: amend the current offence of selling tobacco products to anyone under the age of 16 by
raising the minimum age to 18. There should be a sufficient delay between amending the legislation and its
implementation to prepare both customers and retailers for a smooth transition. Its impact should be carefully
evaluated.

Comment
This recommendation is to be welcomed from an enforcement perspective, as this would greatly assist in the
recruitments of young volunteers for test purchasing. The Scottish Test Purchasing Protocol requires that the
child volunteer should be at least 18 months younger that the legal minimum age of purchase, thus for the
purchase of cigarettes, the volunteer must be no older than 14>z years of age. The protocol also states that
volunteers over the age of sixteen may not require the same strict amount of supervision and protective
measures. Therefore, by raising the age of sale to 18 years, volunteers of 16 years would be recruited,
making it less onerous and problematic for officers to recruit volunteers in this age group, rather than those
under the age of 141/2 years.

This recommendation is also to be supported as there is a need to standardise the minimum age for
all age restricted products, to help eliminate confusion among retailers.

This proposed change is unlikely to have a significant impact on the monitoring and enforcement
carried out by this authority, as Trading Standards Officers routinely monitored retailers and investigate
complaints from members of the public. However, it would greatly assist officers if the change is well
communicated and publicised by the Scottish Executive by ensure to ensure both retailers and the public are
made fully aware of the change. It is suggested that comprehensive information packs be distributed to
retailers, which would include new warning notices.

Recommendation 19: prohibit the display of cigarettes at the point of sale, to be replaced by a simple list of
brands available and their prices.

Comment
It is envisaged that this recommendation would create difficulties and impracticalities for a retailer to comply
with any requirement for the non-display of cigarettes at the point of sale. It is thought that it would be
onerous on the vendor to be able to store yet access cigarettes in close proximity to the sales counter,
without allowing these to be on display, even for short periods. Therefore, it is considered to be unworkable
for the retailer and problematic for such a prohibition to be practically enforced by Trading Standards
Officers.


