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Dear Mr Glen

CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT SMOKING, HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (SCOTLAND)
ACT 2005 (VARIATION OF AGE LIMIT FOR SALE OF TOBACCO PURCHASE AND
CONSEQUENTIAL MODIFICATIONS) ORDER 2007

West Lothian Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to the above consultation. The
following detailed response to the specific questions posed in consultation document was
approved by the Council's Community Safety Committee on 30 January 2007:

Q1: Do you agree that the age of purchase of tobacco products should be raised to 18 as
provided for in the draft Order, and with the assumptions made in the partial RIA?

Yes, the proposed increase in the age limit would bring tobacco into line with other products
that pose the highest risk to the health and safety of young people in our communities. Previous
experience has demonstrated a certain amount of confusion amongst the general public and
the business community about the different age of purchase restrictions for various products. In
addition, the assertion that the proposed change will result in the long term reduction in the
prevalence of smoking in aduits, through a reduction in the number of young people taking up
smoking, is highly persuasive.

Q2: With this in mind, we would welcome views on:-

* issues which you think require to be addressed in preparation for the proposed change
in the legal age for purchase; and

» the period of time required between the announcement of the change and its
implementation.

In addition to a general publicity campaign via the media, the business sector should be made
aware of the proposed change through the distribution of guidance material and the supply of
statutory display notices with the newly amended age limit. Consideration should be given to
the development of advice material specifically aimed at young people, warning them of the
problems they may face if they start smoking under the current regime.
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