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Doohan S (Sean)

From: Tim Street [tims@fpa.org.uk]

Sent: 11 January 2007 16:54

To: Public Health Consultation

Subject: Public health consultation response

********************

This email has been received from an external party and

has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

Dear Sirs

Response to Scottish Executive Health Department's 'Public Health Legislation in Scotland: a Consultation'

As a national charity dealing with sexual health issues we are concerned with point 4.23 of this consultation
document regarding the notification status of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and HIV.

fpa is opposed to making HIV and STIs notifiable.

This is because such a move would:

• run contrary to work across Scotland to encourage people to access confidential testing services
• discourage people from accessing tests due to fear of where the results of such tests may end up
• not, in itself, deter infected people from behaviour that risked transmission to others
• not, through the gathering of individual details, add value to epidemiological data already collected

We believe that investment in:

• lifelong education to improve knowledge levels and change behaviour
• high quality, easily accessed, confidential services, and
• thorough partner tracing systems

will bring more long term benefit in the fight against HIV and STI transmission inv Scotland.

Regards
Tim Street
Director, fpa
Unit 10, Firhill Business Centre
76 Firhill Road
Glasgow, G20 7BA
Direct line: 0141 9481171
Fax: 0141 948 1172
tims@fpa.org.uk
www.fpa.oro.uk

Take a look at fpa's new look website at www.fpa.org.uk
With new features and a fresh layout and design to help you find the information you need quickly and
easily.
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