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Doohan S (Sean)

From: David Johnson [director@waverleycare.org]

Sent: 28 December 2006 11:48

To: Public Health Consultation

Subject: Public Health Consultation Response

This email has been received from an external party and

has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

Please find attached response from Waverley Care. We are happy for this response to be available to the
public.

David Johnson
Director

Waverley Care
58A Queen Street
Edinburgh
EH2 3NS

Tel No: 0131 2262206

Waverley Care, supporting people in Scotland living with HIV through:

Waverley Care Milestone Respite Unit
Waverley Care Solas Info & Support Centre
Waverley Care Buddy Service
Waverley Care Daycare Service

2 easy ways to raise funds for Waverley Care at no cost to you:

Shop online via www.buy.at/waverleycare & earn Waverley Care a commission from major stores, such as
Amazon, & John Lewis.

Make www.everyclick.com/uk/waverleycare your search engine.

The information contained in this email is CONFIDENTIAL & legally privileged. It is
intended for the individual/entity named above. If you are NOT intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any use, review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this document
is prohibited. If you receive document in error, please notify me by telephone and destroy
original message. Thank you.

PLEASE NOTE: THE ABOVE MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED FROM THE INTERNET.
On entering the GSI, this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet (GSi)
virus scanning service supplied exclusively by Cable & Wireless in partnership with MessageLabs.
In case of problems, please call your organisational IT Helpdesk.
The MessageLabs Anti Virus Service is the first managed service to achieve the CSIA Claims Tested
Mark (CCTM Certificate Number 2006/04/0007), the UK Government quality mark initiative for
information security products and services. For more information about this please visit
www.cctmark.gov.uk
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Public Health Legislation in Scotland: A Consultation

Waverley Care is a leading Scottish charity working in the field of HIV/AIDS and
is particularly interested in those parts of the consultation document relating to
sexually transmitted infections and HIV.

We appreciate that the document has only fleeting references to the potential to
consider making HIV a notifiable disease. We would, however, wish to note:

• There is no evidence offered justifying a change of policy in relation to
HIV.

• There is no evidence of consulting with those people most affected by
any proposed change.

• It is therefore unclear where the evidence base rests which suggests that
HIV might be less stigmatised than in the past. In an era where we are
witnessing more prosecutions for the onward transmission of HIV the
community of people living with HIV tend to feel the illness remains highly
stigmatised. It remains a fact that HIV most affects already
disadvantaged and stigmatised communities such as black Africans, gay
and bisexual men and drug users.

• Making HIV a notifiable disease does not have any obvious strategic fit
with current policies aimed at preventing incidents of HIV transmission
such as the encouragement to test. Making HIV notifiable is likely to act
as a disincentive to testing.

• Information relating to HIV is currently gathered locally and collated
nationally via HPS and available to all central planning bodies. This
seems to work well.

Waverley Care believes that the principles outlined in 4.21, 4.22 and 6.3, when
applied to HIV, indicate that HIV should not become a notifiable illness.

Any change to policy in relation to HIV would need to show that current systems
are not working and that making HIV notifiable would lead to more helpful
interventions. The paper does not address these questions.

With regard to the AIDS Control Act, its presence ensures that HIV/AIDS is
addressed but we believe that there is little evidence to show how this effects
service developments or other planning and we would support its integration into
a broader local health protection plan.




