
Department of Neighbourhood Services
E~cutive Director: WIlliam Stafford, MCIWM, MREHIS

Environmental Health
Western Roa.d
Kilmarnock KA3 ILL

Tel: (01563) 554022/23
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If telephoning or calling
please ask for:

20th February 2006

Our Ref: JFC/PLT/RRS

Country of Origin Consultation
Mail Point R259
Pentland House
47 Robb's Loan
EDINBURGH
EH141TY

Dear Sir/Madam

•East Ayrshire
------CQUNCIL

CONSULTATION PAPER: COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OF BEEF IN THE FOOD
SECTOR

I refer to the above Consultation Paper issued for comment to East Ayrshire
Council. In consultation with the Chair of Community Services Committee I
would offer the undernoted comments to the questions raised in the
consultation:-

a) It is noted that comments are requested on the proposal to require the
food service sector in Scotland to inform consumers in restaurants,
canteens and cafes of the country or countries of origin of beef served.
Information on the origin of raw beef is currently required to be
provided for consumers at retail level but not within the food service
sector, although it should be noted that this has had little impact in the
retail sector.

b) Q1. Do you consider that the current requirements provide adequate
information to consumers of beef in the food service sector?

Yes. If anyone is interested they can ask, this information being
available to the caterers from their suppliers.

Q2. Do you consider that the absence of country of ongln
information confuses consumers about the source of beef in the
food service sector?

No. There is no such information available about any foodstuffs
unless the caterer chooses to emphasise the origin such as in
Scottish Salmon, English Strawberries etc. It is of course an
offence at present to mis-describe any article.
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Q3. If you consider that the current requirements are not adequate,
do you favour a voluntary or compulsory scheme to indicate
country of origin of beef in the food service sector?

Voluntary scheme.

Q4. Do you agree with the proposed approach? Please explain your
reasons.

The proposed methodology of providing the information would
appear to be satisfactory.

QS. Do you consider that the requirement should be applied to veal
as well as beef? .

Since we are not in favour of the proposals it is difficult to
answer this question. Why stop at Veal (or even Beef), why not
require the disclosure of everything on the menu?

Q6. Do you agree with the proposals for monitoring and
enforcement?

The proposal is that the enforcement of this scheme would fall to
Environmental Health but in an era of strained resources, this
would be an un-necessary burden, unless additional resources
were provided.

Q7. Do you agree that a civil action would be appropriate?

No. This gives the impression that it is not important.

c) This is not a UK wide initiative and therefore applies in Scotland only.
France has introduced a scheme and Ireland is about to but no other
country in Europe has introduced such a scheme. The absence of a
statutory requirement to provide country of origin is no impediment to
any caterer providing this information voluntarily and so I see no great
benefit in making such a declaration compulsory.

I would take this opportunity in thanking you for submitting the proposal to
EastAyrshire Council for comment.

Yours faithfully

~r~o:-fr
Head of Protective Services

Cc Chief Executive
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81312443110 SEERA) ~G POLICY DIV

COVNTRY OF ORIGIN 0' BEEF IN,THE FOOD SERVICE
~iJI:s,PONnKE !NFORMA TIPN FORM

",

Please c(lmp}ete the details below and attach it 1\tith yoUt'response. Tlris wUl hetpens~ we-hal'jdle
YOlt"!' rl::sponse appropriately:

1. Are you responding as:: (please tick one box)
;.,

(a)
(b)

an individual
on behalf' 01a group or organisation

LJ (go to 2a/&)
;'ceo to 2c)

INDIViDUALS;
:I)) you agre~ to your response ~b~ingIr\.adea.v~i1able10 t.'e public (in SE libra.ry"andfot on:
Sl:: wfh1'i1te)7

"{;;:s (go to 2b ~l()w)
No, not at aU

r
L

[

lb. Whnc: cc/i1.fwelltiDllty is not requested, we will make y(JW'X't!sfJons~ a.vailable to the public
GC the ibl1crwing ba&is (pINle tiek,2I! of the following boxes)

Ye:s, make my response, name and adches$ all available. 0
y~s. fn1.l"ke:my response available, but not InY name Of address 0
Yt's, Il1akl::my response and name avaHa.ble; but not my addre:)~ [j

1~~ ON BEHALF OF GROUPS OR ORGANiSATIONS:
':!i:mt D4.i."1!e aAd 31.idres$ e rc~nde~s wUJ ~ made available to the publi(; {in the SE library aDd/Ot
un SJ~wehsit(,} r.J:t you content for your Ies:pons~ to be made available also? .

Yes
No

~
o

:( Wr: v.-ill share your response internally with. other SE polic-y tel!Uns who may be addtesS:1ng
lb.!: is.:mes you discuss, They may wish to t:'ontact you 8glitiu in the; futur&, but we require your
perm.is&kn to do ;10. Axe you content for the Sootti$h E~ecutive to contact you 8.aairii,u thr
L!.tute in r:~l;tti.onto this ¢onsulta.tion resj:}I')IlSe?

Yc,1; r;/ No 0
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