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Foreword

The Water Framework Directive (
WFD) is a
driving force behind the management of Scotland's water
environment. We need to ensure that water use is sustainable, for
this and future generations.

To help us do this, we need to define the 
environmental standards necessary to secure
healthy aquatic ecosystems. We introduced a first set of such
standards to underpin the first cycle of river basin management
planning. These were published in Directions issued to 
SEPA in
2009. We have now issued new Standards Directions to 
SEPA
replacing those published in 2009 and incorporating an updated
package of standards. The updated package reflects developments in
scientific understanding that have been made since 2009:

	
    The
    Scotland River Basin District (Standards) Directions 2014
  
	
    The
    Solway Tweed River Basin District (Standards) (Scotland)
    Directions 2014
  


One of the key uses of the standards is to underpin the 
classification schemes needed to assess the state
of our aquatic environment. Classification shows us where the
status of the water environment is good, and where it requires
improvement. This helps us identify and prioritise where
improvements may be needed, and will in turn help us to assess how
our water bodies have benefited from those improvements. The first
set of classification schemes were published in Classification
Directions to 
SEPA in
2009. We have issued revised Directions (now called 'Status
Directions') incorporating the changes needed to take account of
the updated and expanded set of environmental standards:

	
    The
    Scotland River Basin District (Status) Directions 2014
  
	
    The
    Solway Tweed River Basin District (Status) (Scotland)
    Directions 2014
  


To support the 2009 Directions we published a 
policy statement on 'Assessing Scotland's water
environment - use of environmental standards, condition limits and
classification schemes'. 
This updated policy statement replaces the 2010
document.

This policy statement and the associated Standards and Status
Directions are intended to provide stakeholders with a better
understanding of our approach to the protection of the water
environment through the Water Environment and Water Services
(Scotland) Act 2003, which implements the Water Framework Directive
and its daughter Directives, Priority Substances Directive
(2008/105/
EC) and Groundwater
Directive (2006/118/
EC)
.

To complement these documents, our policy statement on "
Principles for setting objectives for the River
Basin Management Plan" describes our approach to setting 
environmental objectives for the water
environment.

                            

                        


                        
                        

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Section 1 Introduction
                                        
                                    
                                

                        
                        

                            
                                Contact

                                	Ian Speirs




                            

                


                




    
        There is a problem

        

        

    


    
        Thanks for your feedback

    


    
        

        
            Was this helpful?

            
                
                    
                    Yes

                    
                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                


                
                    
                    No

                    
                        
                            Choose a reason for your feedback
                            
                                Please select a reason
It wasn't detailed enough
It's hard to understand
It's incorrect
It needs updating
There's a broken link
It wasn't what I was looking for
Other


                                
                            

                        


                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                


                
                    
                    Yes, but

                    
                        
                            Choose a reason for your feedback
                            
                                Please select a reason
It needs updating
There's a spelling mistake
It's hard to understand
There's a broken link
Other


                                
                            

                        


                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                

            

        

    



                

            

        
    



































        






    Back to top 




        




    
        
            
                Follow The Scottish Government
            

            	
                    
                        
                            
                            Facebook
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Twitter
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Flickr
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            YouTube
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Instagram
                        

                    
                


        

    

    
        
            	

                        Accessibility
                    
	

                        Archive
                    
	

                        Contact
                    
	

                        Cookies
                    
	

                        Crown Copyright
                    
	

                        Jobs and vacancies
                    
	

                        Privacy
                    



            
                
                    [image: Open Government License]
                
                All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except for graphic assets and where otherwise stated

                © Crown Copyright

            


            
                [image: gov.scot]
            

        

    



        

    


    
    

    



