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Additional Case Information:

Peaks in mortality - 2021: Wks 44 to 50 mainly due to treatment losses. 2022: Wks 1, 3, 6, 7 and 8 due to gill health issues 

and treatment losses

Peak in adult female lice wk 42 2021 - 2.18

Most recent freshwater treatment / FLS (hydrolicer) - 07/07/2023 - 11/07/2023

SLICE 19/06/03 - 27/06/2023

Health surveillance - pathogen - 26/07/2023 - traces of PD and piscine orthoreovirus (HSMI)

Another health report - wellfish diagnostics - traces of PD and some gill issues and 'mild bacterial challenge'

During physical inspection of the pens, a couple of moribunds were observed in 5 pens. These were taken out and disposed of 

by site staff. Lice numbers correlated with those reported however some fish such as poor-doers had a heavier lice load than 

the rest of the general population which had very few. A freshwater/FLS treatment is due to be carried out the following week 

(week 32) to reduce the overall lice population currently on site. No evidence of seal damage was seen during the physical 

inspection.

VMD samples were taken and fish sampled appeared healthy both externally and internally. 

Inspection had to be changed to a REG due to the water temperature being above 14 degrees C - this was the first day this 

year that the site has been above 14 degrees. 

Update 28/08/23 . Discussion with site manager and area manager regarding biosecurity during mortality removal, looking 

at points highlighted in a video submitted by third party. Improvements had been made to biosecurity following the videos being 

shared. The site has updated procedures on site to include a bin with disinfectant to clean the brail net in between cages 

during mortality removal. The mortality transport part of the procedure was also discussed. It was noted in the video that the 

bin lids had not been secured during transport, however the bins were not full and the weather was calm. The procedure states 

that when bins are full the lids will be secured. The site manager confirmed that lids are also put on if the weather is not as 

calm. These points will be checked at the next inspection. 
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0169  DATE OF VISIT  02/08/2023 
SITE NO FS0708  SITE NAME  Portree 
CASE NO 20230338                     INSPECTOR        
 
Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009  
 
The above site was inspected, in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 
2009.  
 
On this occasion all epidemiological units were inspected. However, a full EC inspection could not 

be conducted as the water temperature was above 14C.  This inspection will be rescheduled later 
in the year.  
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as medium. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted every second year. The 
category of the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required.  
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this 
site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected to 
ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) are 
being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
appeared to be adequately maintained. 
 
Records in relation to aquaculture animals transported by the business were inspected and found 
to be adequately maintained.  
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
Mortality levels had exceeded the reporting criteria since the last inspection and had been reported 
to the Fish Health Inspectorate as required. 
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the business 
and/or Marine Directorate were available for inspection. 
 
The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be adequately maintained 
and implemented. 
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Additional Case Information:

Peaks in mortality - 2021: Wks 44 (1.7%), 47 (1.07%), 48 (1.65%), 50 (1.62%) and 51 (2.09%) mainly due to treatment losses 

and gill health. All reported to FHI.

Most recent freshwater treatment / FLS (hydrolicer) - 07/07/2023 - 11/07/2023

SLICE 19/06/03 - 27/06/2023

Health surveillance - pathogen - 26/07/2023 - traces of PD and piscine orthoreovirus (HSMI)

During physical inspection of the pens, a couple of moribunds were observed in 5 pens. These were taken out and disposed of 

by site staff. Lice numbers correlated with those reported however some fish such as poor-doers had a heavier lice load than 

the rest of the general population which had very few. A freshwater/FLS treatment is due to be carried out the following week 

(week 32) to reduce the overall lice population currently on site. The majority of the population were shoaling well and 

swimming deeper in the cage. A good feed response was observed. No evidence of seal damange was observed.

Inspection had to be changed to a REG due to the water temperature being above 14 degrees C - this was the first day this 

year that the site has been above 14 degrees. 

VMD samples were taken and fish appeared healthy both externally and internally with low lice loads. 

A one fish diagnostic was taken from a moribund caught during the inspection. 

Update 28/08/23 . Discussion with site manager and area manager regarding biosecurity during mortality removal, looking 

at points highlighted in a video submitted by third party. Improvements had been made to biosecurity following the videos being 

shared. The site has updated procedures on site to include a bin with disinfectant to clean the brail net in between cages 

during mortality removal. The mortality transport part of the procedure was also discussed. It was noted in the video that the 

bin lids had not been secured during transport, however the bins were not full and the weather was calm. The procedure states 

that when bins are full the lids will be secured. The site manager confirmed that lids are also put on if the weather is not as 

calm. These points will be checked at the next inspection. 
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 FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
 

SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 
 
BUSINESS NO FB0169  DATE OF VISIT  02/08/2023 
SITE NO FS1318  SITE NAME  Portree Outer 
CASE NO 20230339  INSPECTOR   
   

Section 1: Summary 
 
The above site was inspected during a scheduled inspection. On inspection one moribund fish was 
observed and removed for diagnostic sampling.   
 
Histopathological examination revealed pathology associated with mild hyperplasic branchitis. 
Epitheliocystis were also observed. Some features could also be related to water insult. Bacterial 
inflammation was observed in the eye. 
 
The sampled fish tested positive using qPCR for salmon gill poxvirus and Paranucleospora 
theridion.  
 
Yersinia ruckeri was identified on plates taken from the kidney material of fish 1.  The level and 
purity would suggest this pathogen would be implicated in the morbidity of this individual fish. 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information, have any 
queries regarding this report or if any problems develop.  
 

 
Section 2: Case Detail 

 
Observations 
 
During physical inspection of the site, a couple of moribund fish were observed in five of the stocked 
pens. One moribund fish was used for diagnostic sampling. The overall population of fish on site 
appeared healthy, shoaling deeper in the water column with a good feed response and low lice load 
observed.  
 
Mortality on site had been low during the last four weeks, ranging from 0.16% to 0.34%. Health 
surveillance carried out by the site had identified Pancreas disease (PD) and heart and skeletal 
muscle inflammation (HSMI) as current issues on site.  
 
The fish sampled was moribund and lethargic with a slightly darkened body. The left eye was 
enophthalmic  and there was mild zoning on the gills. The fish had a lice load of 5. 
 
During internal examination, yellow pseudo-faeces was present.  
 
Samples  
 
Samples were collected from one fish according to the table below: 
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Fish 
number 

Facility 
number Species Stage Origin 

1 13 Atlantic Salmon 2.096kg 22 Q3 West Strome 
(FS1312) 

 
 
Results 
 
Bacteriology: Kidney and gill material were inoculated onto appropriate media for the isolation of 
bacteria.  
 
The following bacteria was isolated from the kidney: 
 

• Yersinia ruckeri 
 
From the tests conducted, we do not have evidence of resistance to amoxycillin, oxytetracycline, 
sulphamethoxazole/trimethoprim or florfenicol. 
 
Virology: Tissue samples were tested for segments of nucleic acid indicative of the presence of 
the pathogens specified below using real-time PCR (qPCR). 
 
Salmon gill poxvirus 

Fish Number 
Endogenous 

control 
Cp value 

Cp Values Reported 
result 

1 21.70 27.13 27.12 27.06 POSITIVE 
 
Tissue samples tested negative for the presence of infectious haematopoietic necrosis virus 
(IHNV), infectious pancreatic necrosis virus (IPNV), infectious salmon anaemia virus (ISAV), 
salmonid alphavirus (SAV) and viral haemorrhagic septicemia virus (VHSV) piscine myocarditis 
virus (PMCV) by qPCR. 
 
Parasitology: Tissue samples were tested for segments of nucleic acid indicative of the presence 
of the parasites specified below using real-time PCR (qPCR). 
 
Paranucleospora theridion 

Fish Number 
Endogenous 

control 
Cp value 

Cp Values Reported 
result 

1 21.70 26.89 27.03 27.04 POSITIVE 
 
The samples tested negative for Neoparamoeba perurans (AGD). 
 
Histology: Tissue samples of gill, skin and skeletal muscle, heart, pyloric caeca, pancreas, hind 
gut, liver, spleen, kidney and eye were taken. The tissue samples were fixed in 10% neutral buffered 
formalin.  
 
Histopathological examination revealed the following: 
 
Gill: Lamellar hyperplasia, mild, diffuse. Several basophilic epithelial inclusions (likely 
epitheliocystis) Some aneurysmal dilation/telangiectasia. 
Skin & Muscle: Within the normal range.  
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0169  DATE OF VISIT  02/08/2023 
SITE NO FS1318  SITE NAME  Portree Outer 
CASE NO 20230339                     INSPECTOR        
 
Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009  
 
The above site was inspected, in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 
2009.  
 
Samples were taken for diagnostic purposes. A separate report will be issued detailing the results 
of these tests.  
 
On this occasion all epidemiological units were inspected. However, a full EC inspection could not 

be conducted as the water temperature was above 14C.  This inspection will be rescheduled later 
in the year.  
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as medium. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted every second year. The 
category of the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required.  
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this 
site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected to 
ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) are 
being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
appeared to be adequately maintained. 
 
Records in relation to aquaculture animals transported by the business were inspected and found 
to be adequately maintained.  
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
Mortality levels had exceeded the reporting criteria since the last inspection and had been reported 
to the Fish Health Inspectorate as required. 
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the business 
and/or Marine Directorate were available for inspection. 
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The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be adequately maintained 
and implemented. 
 
Inspection under the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for Residues and Maximum 
Residue Limits) (England and Scotland) Regulations  
 
Medicine records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained.  
 
Samples were taken to be analysed for veterinary residues. 
 
Inspection under the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007 
 
The site was also inspected in accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007, 
as amended, with respect to section 3 regarding parasites (sea lice), section 4A regarding fish farm 
management agreements and statements and section 5 regarding containment and escapes.   
 
On this occasion the site was found to be satisfactory with regards to parasites, fish farm 
management agreements and statements and containment and escapes.  
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information or have any 
queries regarding this report. 
 

Signed:  Date: 08/08/2023 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Scottish Government website at Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 

 
 



 
Figure 1. External View 



 
Figure 2. Internal view. 
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