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Additional Case Information:

Since inspection last September fish moved off in December then restocked in July until Mid August then restocked again until 

end of September. Current stock moved on 24th October.

Mortalities for previous stocks - a couple of peaks in Nov/Dec 2021 due to fungus - reported, site to confirm numbers for w/c 

15/11/21 and 06/12/21 as discrepancy between figures provided for inspection and those reported at time. 

Morts were removed whole to Barkip by Billy Bowie. 2022 Q3/Q4 stocks from July-September were mostly <10/cage/day with 

no peaks. Morts for current stocks in Site Records sheet.

Formalin and Cress used in previous cycles.

Main mortality in current stock is due to cormorants. Pens 1, 2 and 10 slightly higher morts as closest to nesting area. 

Started treating 14/11 for fungus - formalin and cress.

The FHI have received reports of farmed smolts being captured in Loch Ness. An escape investigation was conducted with the 

aim of determining the source. Some of the captures smolts have been genetically tested which showed them to be of 

Aquagen origin. The genetic origin and size (134g and 247mm, 89g and 215mm) match the stock held on site between 

04/07/2022 and 14/08/2022. 

Movement records showed a difference between the number moved onto site and the number moved off site which was 

greater than the recorded mortality. The site manager explained that the number moved off includes a 3% 'overage' for the 

receiving site which accounts for most of the difference. This is company policy - to raise with business correspondent. 

The site manager suggested further reasons for the difference between counts. The counts onto site were provided by the 

hatchery, whereas the counts off site were conducted at Loch Ness using a counter which had been recently serviced. The site 

manager explained that if the loch is at all rough during counts that the counter can be overloaded and miss fish going through 

for a few seconds as too many fish going up the pipe at once. The fish are not counted at unloading, the receiving site goes by 

the counts provided into the wells and tops up as needed with the next load.

During the period 04/07/2022 to 14/08/2022 fish were moved onto site (8 movements), treated on site (8 cages treated over 28 

& 29 July - bath treatment) and moved off site (7 movements). Sample weights were also conducted. No other high risk 

activities were conducted - no vaccination or grading.  There is no requirement to drop the sides of the nets during treatments, 

the net is shallowed and the tarpaulin drawn across. Each cage has it's own tarpaulin which is left in place raised, then 

dropped as required. 

When moving fish off site the procedure is to tow the cages into the pontoon and pump ashore from there. The nets are 

shallowed and the side of the net dropped to about a foot above the water when pumping. The highest risk part of the 

procedure is the towing of cages, but no snags occurred during the relevant movements and no holes were found in nets when 

inspected between stocks.

Standard operating procedures and equipment was inspected during the on-site visit. No transfers were carried out during the 

visit so the site manager talked through the process and equipment was checked. All equipment was in a good state of repair 

and the described process did not identify any weaknesses in the procedures. 

Unable to locate all documented risk assessments for transfers during on-site inspection -the health and safety risk 

assessment was available but not the containment one.  A signed copy of the risk assessment for using a mobile pen was 

provided after the visit.

One lethargic fish seen across site - this was immediately after the net had been dropped again after collecting samples so 

likely caught in net. One dead fish seen across site. 

Awaiting confirmation of site number for East Loch Tarbert site supplied.

Site paperwork, inspection and sampling carried out by , witnessed by  as competency audit.
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
 

SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 
 
BUSINESS NO FB0119  DATE OF VISIT  16/11/2022 
SITE NO FS0434  SITE NAME  Loch Ness 
CASE NO 20220474                     INSPECTOR        
 
Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 
 
The above site was inspected, in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) 
Regulations 2009.  
 
All epidemiological units were inspected. On this occasion no samples were taken for disease 
analysis. The Inspector did not observe any clinical signs associated with the listed diseases as 
described in the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009. 
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as medium. An inspection under 
the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted every second year. 
The category of the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required. 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding 
this site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected 
to ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) 
are being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
found to be inadequately maintained. A discrepancy was noted between the number of fish 
moved onto site and the number of fish moved off site which was not accounted for by the 
number of recorded mortalities. This was partly attributed to the movement off site excluding a 
3% ‘overage’ which was reported to be standard practice for the company. 
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be inadequately maintained. Mortality levels had 
exceeded the reporting criteria since the last inspection and had been reported to the Fish 
Health Inspectorate as required. However, there was a discrepancy noted between mortality 
figures reported at the time of mortality events for weeks 15/11/21 and 6/12/21 and figures 
provided during inspection on 16/11/22. This was explained as being due to mortalities which 
occurred at the sea site post transfer being re-allocated to the site of origin.  
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the 
business and/or Marine Scotland were available for inspection. 
 
The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be adequately 
maintained and implemented. 
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
 

SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 
 
BUSINESS NO FB0119  DATE OF VISIT  16/11/2022 
SITE NO FS0434  SITE NAME  Loch Ness 
CASE NO 20220474  INSPECTOR   
 
An enhanced inspection to ascertain the risk of escape from the fish farm was conducted in 
accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007 and A Technical Standard for 
Scottish Finfish Aquaculture.  
 
The visit consisted of an inspection of facilities, records and the provision of advice. 
 
a) Inspection of i) escape incidents and ii) contingency procedures  
 
Although the site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice, feral farmed fish 
have been reported being caught in Loch Ness. No escape or suspected escape incidents have 
been reported by the company as site staff are currently not aware of any incidents which they 
believe have caused an escape or have given rise to a significant risk of an escape of fish.  
 
b)i) Inspection of records relating to equipment, facilities and the site  
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
 
b)ii) Inspection of records relating to training  
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
 
b)iii) Inspection of records relating to procedures and risk assessments  
 
The following recommendations are made for improvement.  
 
It is recommended that a documented review is undertaken of the standard operating 
procedures and risk assessments associated with fish transfer and handling in accordance 
with the Code of Good practice for Scottish Finfish Aquaculture (CoGP) (Chapter 3, points 
4.8, 4.9 and 4.27) to ensure that all processes with potential risks to the containment of fish 
are included. 
 
It is also recommended that a record is maintained of any updated assessment of the escape 
of fish from transfer or handling procedures as required by The Fish Farming Businesses 
(Record Keeping) (Scotland) Order 2008 (Schedule 2, point 7(b)). 
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