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Additional Case Information:

Paperwork completed remotely 18/05/21 by   Site inspection by  shadowed by , diagnostic and VMD sampling 

by , observed by .

This cycle of fish is due to be final cycle on the Sconser site, now that Sconser Quarry is in operation.  Sconcer is organic site 

and only treated with hydroogen peroxide and thermolicer this cycle.  Sea lice numbers have remained low, site stocked with 

both wrasse (wild and farmed) and Lumpfish, these have reported been working well.  Site also uses Environets and this 

removes the need for net washing, with nets swapped usually every 14 days.  Very good visibility at time of inspection.

15+ moribund fish observed per cage, site has reported CMS, although mortalties have been relatively low.  A high percentage 

have eye damage, the cause of this is still being investigated by the Mowi health team and a visit was scheduled for later this 

week.  The cages with higher mortalities are going to be prioritised for harvesting.

4 fish removed for diagnostic sampling, 3 fish sampled for VMD appeared healthy and in good condition.

Only H202 or thermolicer used on site, targeting specific pens, last treatments were conducted in Jan 2021.

Wrasse mortality - Wk 16 - 122 for site, WK 17 - 109 for site, WK 18 - 174 for site, WK 19 - 170 for site

Lumpfish mortality - WK 16 - 438 for site, WK 17 - 413 for site, WK 18 - 465 for site, WK 19 - 456 for site
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0119  DATE OF VISIT  19/05/2021 
SITE NO FS0602  SITE NAME  Sconser 
CASE NO 20210052                     INSPECTORS      
 
Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 
 
The above site was inspected in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 
2009.  
 
All epidemiological units were inspected. Samples were taken for diagnostic purposes. A separate 
report will be issued detailing the results of these tests.  
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as high. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted annually. The category of the 
site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required. 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this 
site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected to 
ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) are 
being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
appeared to be adequately maintained. 
 
Records in relation to aquaculture animals transported by the business were inspected and found 
to be adequately maintained.  
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
No mortality levels exceeding the reporting criteria have been recorded since the last inspection. 
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the business 
and/or Marine Scotland were available for inspection. 
 
The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be adequately maintained 
and implemented. 
 
Inspection under the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for Residues and Maximum 
Residue Limits) (England and Scotland) Regulations 2015 





 

AFH-2021-0052 Sconser F1 –F4 (F1 top of picture, F4 bottom of picture) 

 

F1 Internal 



 

F2 Internal 

 

F3 Internal 



 

F4 Internal 
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
 

SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 
 
BUSINESS NO FB0119  DATE OF VISIT  19/05/2021 
SITE NO FS0602  SITE NAME  Sconser 
CASE NO 20210052  INSPECTORS   
   

Section 1: Summary 
 
During a routine inspection approximately 15 moribund fish were observed in each cage with a high 
percentage of these fish displaying varying degrees of eye damage.  Recent mortalities were below 
1% for the site per week. 
 
Histopathology examination revealed pathology consistent with cardiomyopathy syndrome (CMS).   
This was confirmed by a positive qPCR result for piscine myocarditis virus (PMCV). 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information, have any 
queries regarding this report or if any problems develop.  

 

Section 2: Case Detail 
 
Observations 
 
During a routine inspection 15 or more moribund fish were observed in each cage with a high 
percentage of these fish displaying varying degrees of eye damage.  Cardiomyopathy syndrome 
had been confirmed on site, although reported mortalit ies had remained low.  All four fish sampled 
were moribund, with fish three and four displaying pale gills.    
 
Fish one and two displayed gross haemorrhaging in the liver, with the spleen of fish one enlarged.  
All four fish had no food present in the gut and yellow pseudo-faeces.  Fish three displayed 
haemorrhaging on the gut. 
 
Samples  
 
Samples were collected from four fish according to the table below: 
 

Fish 
number 

Pool 
number 

Facility 
number 

Species Stage Origin 

1 – 2 1 45 Atlantic salmon 
2020 Q2 / 

3.8 kg 
Mowi Ireland, Altan 

Freshwater Unit 

3 – 4 1 41 Atlantic salmon 
2020 Q2 / 

3.8 kg 

Mowi Ireland, Altan 

Freshwater Unit 
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Results 
 
Bacteriology: Kidney and gill material from four fish were inoculated onto appropriate media for 
the isolation of bacteria.  
 
No significant bacteria were isolated. 
 
Virology: Tissue samples were tested for segments of nucleic acid indicative of the presence of 
the pathogens specified below using real-time PCR (qPCR). 
 
Piscine myocarditis virus (PMCV) 

Pool 
Number 

Endogenous 
control Cp 

value 
Cp Values Reported Result (PCR) 

P1 20.40 23.68 23.70 23.72 POSITIVE 

 
The samples tested negative for infectious haematopoietic necrosis virus (IHNV), infectious 
pancreatic necrosis virus (IPNV), infectious salmon anaemia virus (ISAV), salmonid alphavirus 
(SAV) and viral haemorrhagic septicemia virus (VHSV).  
 
Histology: Tissue samples of gill, skin and skeletal muscle, heart, pyloric caeca, pancreas, hind 
gut, liver, spleen and kidney were taken from four fish. The tissue samples were fixed in 10% neutral 
buffered formalin.   
 
The following histopathological changes were observed:  

Gill: Some interlamellar hyperplasia, few scattered lamellae displaying epithelial thickness and 

occasional lamellar necrosis (F1-F4). Some were also congested (potentially linked with the 

stunning method) (F3). 

Skin & Muscle: Small foci of inflammatory cell infiltration noted on the red skeletal muscle (F3). 

Heart: F3 exhibited foci of endocardial thickness, fibre degeneration and necrosis and inflammatory 

cell infiltration and F4 marked diffuse endocarditis and myocardial f ibre necrosis at the spongy layer 

of the ventricle and atrium chambers. 

Gut and pyloric caeca: Two foci of necrosis noted in the abdominal adipose tissue (F4). Folds of 

the hindgut slightly congested (F2). Some fibrous adhesions (likely associated with vaccine 

administration) (F1, F2). 

Pancreas: Within normal range. 

Liver: one small focus of hepatocellular necrosis (F4), mild multifocal hepatocellular vacuolation 

(macrovisicules) (F1, F2). 

Kidney: focus of renal tubular dilation (F3). 

Small foci of sparse haematopoietic tissue filled with few leucocyte cells (some neutrophils present) 

(F3). 

Spleen: Slightly red pulp congestion (F2). 
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