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Additional Case Information:

Fish graded and poorer doing fish in one cage, which has the majority of the mortality on site. 

Discovery of escaped fish on the 7 September 2019. RTR observed at the jetty and divers were on site the same day and 

repaired holes. Two pens with holes but pen 2 only had small holes (1x1 mesh - so unlikely for fish to have escaped from that 

pen), pen 3 had one hole of approximately 40x60cm approximately 2-3 meters from the surface  and several smaller holes 

(2x2 meshes along the waterline). Since it was a Saturday it was thought to be difficult to contact to ask for permission to 

deploy gill nets. DSFB and Marine Scotland notified on Monday 9 September 2019. 

Seals regularly observed in the vicinity of the site. Large numbers of spurdogs in the area. All pens on site had a double mesh 

at the bottom of the net, except for the two pens with holes (pen 2 and pen 3). In the last cycle only two pens were used and 

they had double netting at the bottom the cage. As there had been no issues in the previous cycle with seals it was thought to 

not be an issue. Nets had been strength tested. Pen 3 and Pen 2 repaired on the 7 September 2019 by divers, pen 3 net 

changed to net bought second-hand from local fish farm on the 20 September 2019. Cage 2 net changed 26 September 2019 

for band new net from Boris net services.  

Net number 8106 pen 3:  made 26/01/2014 , washed and strength tested 30/8/2015 and stored until 2019 at Knox. 26/04/2019 

net put on cage 3 at Pooltiel. 

Net number 8110 pen 2 came in at the same time from Knox as for pen 3. 

Overall fish look very well. A few poor doing smaller fish observed that seem not to be feeding. The majority of these are 

actively swimming. A few of these poor doers were removed from pen 4 (lower grade fish) and opened up but no clinical signs 

of disease  were observed so no samples collected. Poor doers removed from pens were remarkably clear of lice. Only one 

Caligus observed on approximately 15 fish removed from pen 4.

Net numbers correspond with records, no containment issues observed on site. However strong current flows were observed 

on the site. 

Wellboat availability is a problem. Initially the site was supposed to be stocked in the autumn but then was stocked in May due 

to a well boat only being available then. 

Not a lot of paperwork was available for inspection on site due to the site not having an office/shorebase. Additional paperwork 

reviewed via e-mail. 

Recommendations and requirements addressed. Documents received 11/10/20 &13/11/20. 
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ENHANCED CONTAINMENT INSPECTION 
 

An enhanced inspection to ascertain the risk of escape from the fish farm was conducted in 
accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007.  
 
The visit consisted of an inspection of facilities, records and the provision of advice. 
 
a) Inspection of i) escape incidents and ii) contingency procedures 
 
The following recommendations are made for improvement.  
 
It is recommended that to meet the requirements of part 4A, section 31D (1) of The Aquatic 
Animal Health (Scotland) Regulation 2009 (as amended) that circumstances on, or in the 
vicinity of the fish farm which are believed by that person to have caused an escape or 
gave rise to a significant risk of an escape are immediately  reported to Scottish Ministers. 
A documented review of the site-specific contingency plans that describe actions to be 
taken in the event of any escapes in accordance with chapter 4, point 4.34 of a Code of 
Good Practice for Scottish Finfish Aquaculture (CoGP) should be undertaken to ensure the 
regulatory requirement is met. 
 
It is also recommended that this documented review should consider the availability of any 
necessary equipment as required by the recapture strategy, in consultation with local wild 
fishery interests, to ensure equipment is available should it be required for deployment. 
 
b)i) Inspection of records relating to equipment, facilities and the site 
 
Although the site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. The following 
recommendation is made for improvement. 
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