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The Scottish Public Health 
Observatory collaboration

A collaboration of national organisations providing intelligence to support 
health improvement in Scotland

Co-led by NHS Health Scotland and NSS Information Services Division (ISD)

Also involves: Glasgow Centre for Population Health, National Records of 
Scotland, Health Protection Scotland, the MRC/CSO Social and Public Health 
Sciences Unit and the Scottish Learning Disabilities Observatory



The Website

http://www.scotpho.org.uk – includes 60+ sections on various public health 
related topics organised under seven broad main menu headings (e.g. 
Behaviour, Life circumstances, etc)

ScotPHO e-newsletters (http://www.scotpho.org.uk/publications/e-
newsletters)

ScotPHO Online Profiles Tool (http://www.scotpho.org.uk/comparative-
health/profiles/online-profiles-tool)

http://www.scotpho.org.uk/
http://www.scotpho.org.uk/publications/e-newsletters
http://www.scotpho.org.uk/comparative-health/profiles/online-profiles-tool


The ScotPHO health & 
wellbeing profiles

Provide service providers, planners and policy makers with nationally 
comparable information to improve understanding of health issues relating 
to the people of Scotland, and to take action to improve the health of 
communities. 

Intended to increase understanding of local health issues and to prompt 
further investigation, rather than to be used as a performance management 
tool. 

Indicators are updated on a rolling basis.



Current suite of profiles

Health & wellbeing

Children & young people

Population

Inequalities (in development)

Alcohol

Drugs

Mental health

Tobacco control



Geographies

Scotland (as a comparator)

NHS Boards

Local authorities

Health & Social Care Partnerships

HSCP localities

Alcohol & Drug Partnerships 

Intermediate zones 

Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 
quintiles



Online Profiles Tool



New online platform



Barcode charts



Trend charts



Rank charts and maps



SHoS-based indicators

Perception of rowdy behaviour being very/fairly common in  neighbourhood

Active travel to work

Adults rating neighbourhood as very good place to live  

Perception of drug misuse in neighbourhood

Adult smoking prevalence (SSCQ)



Strengths of SHoS-based 
indicators

Information relevant to wider determinants of health that isn’t available 
elsewhere

Consistent data for time trends

Local authority and NHS board-level data

Helpful team at SG!



Some opportunities

New online profiling platform may make expanding range of 
profiles/indicators more straightforward

Potential for greater use of SSCQ data within profiles

Potential for greater use of statistics.gov.scot as central data repository for SG 
data



Future plans for profiles

Knowledge into action approach – linking indicators to evidence briefings and 
decision making processes

Profiles Collaboration Group 
• Working with others providing profiles-style products
• Aim to improve products/reduce duplication
• User needs assessment

Public Health Reform/Public Health Scotland



We are always keen to 
receive feedback…

Do you use the ScotPHO Profiles?

Do they meet your needs?

What could we improve? 
e.g. range of profiles, presentation of data

Email:  scotpho@nhs.net / andrew.pulford@nhs.net

mailto:scotpho@nhs.net
mailto:andrew.pulford@nhs.net

