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Perinatal infection can also occur when the baby is born to a pregnant woman with confirmed 

infection via vaginal delivery; vertical transmission or transmission through breastfeeding 

have however not yet been established. The number of infected children with latent 

asymptomatic disease or with only mild respiratory or gastrointestinal symptoms is estimated 

to be higher than in adults and their prognosis is generally better.   

Conclusions: There is no confirmed evidence or reports of paediatric cases as a source of 

infection. However, there is risk of transmission by infected children. Therefore, virus in nasal 

secretions and stools may have substantial implications for community spread in day-care 

centres, schools, and homes. There is also some evidence of faecal-oral transmission in 

asymptomatic paediatric cases. 

In summary, there appears to be risk of transmission by infected children, especially when 

considering the evidence of faecal-oral transmission in asymptomatic paediatric cases.  The 

presence of SARS-CoV-2 virus in nasal secretions and stools may have substantial implications 

for community spread in day-care centres, schools, and homes. 
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