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Your ref: 21/00646/PPD 
Our ref: NOD-410-001 
 
04 March 2022 
 
Dear Morag 
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
NOTIFICATION DIRECTION: CONSTRUCTION OF SUB-ORBITAL VERTICAL 
LAUNCH SPACEPORT, INCLUDING ACCESS ROAD, FENCING, LAUNCH PAD 
WITH DEMOUNTABLE LAUNCH TOWER, WATER AND LIQUID STORAGE 
TANKS WITH ASSOCIATED SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE, REPAIR AND 
USE 1 FORMER FARM BUILDING FOR STORAGE, WATER PUMPS AND 
COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY, STABILISE 1 DERELICT FORMER FARM 
BUILDING, UPGRADE TO EXISTING FARM TRACK AND WATER CROSSING, 
VEHICLE PARKING AND PERIODIC INTERMITTENT SITING OF STORAGE 
CONTAINERS AT SCOLPAIG, FARM, SCOLPAIG, ISLE OF NORTH UIST, HS6 
5DH (Planning Application Reference: 21/00646/PPD) 
 
Please find attached a Notification Direction in relation to the above planning 
application which Scottish Ministers have given in exercise of the powers conferred 
on them by Regulations 31 and 32 of the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013. 
 
Scottish Ministers take the view that should Comhairle Nan Eilian Siar be minded to 
grant permission for this development, that it should be notified to Scottish Ministers.   
 
This Direction is given to assist in providing an overview of applications for spaceport 
development in the planning system. 
 
This Direction does not commit Scottish Ministers to calling in the application, but it 
does reserve their right to intervene. Details of the notification requirements are 
enclosed in the attached Direction.  
 
Should you require any further information regarding the notification requirements, 
please do not hesitate to make contact with us. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
ALEX KERR 
 
 

Local Government and Communities Directorate 
Planning and Architecture Division 
 
T: 0131-244 244 7589 
E: planning.decisions@gov.scot 

 

Morag Ferguson 
 
Sent by email: 
mferguson@cne-siar.gov.uk 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
CONSTRUCTION OF SUB-ORBITAL VERTICAL LAUNCH SPACEPORT, 
INCLUDING ACCESS ROAD, FENCING, LAUNCH PAD WITH DEMOUNTABLE 
LAUNCH TOWER, WATER AND LIQUID STORAGE TANKS WITH ASSOCIATED 
SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE, REPAIR AND USE 1 FORMER FARM 
BUILDING FOR STORAGE, WATER PUMPS AND COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY, 
STABILIZE 1 DERELICT FORMER FARM BUILDING, UPGRADE TO EXISTING 
FARM TRACK AND WATER CROSSING, VEHICLE PARKING AND PERIODIC 
INTERMITTENT SITING OF STORAGE CONTAINERS AT SCOLPAIG, FARM, 
SCOLPAIG, ISLE OF NORTH UIST, HS6 5DH (21/00646/PPD) NOTIFICATION 
DIRECTION 2022 
 
The Scottish Ministers, in exercise of the powers conferred on them by Regulations 
31 and 32 of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 and all other powers enabling them in that 
behalf, hereby give the following direction:- 
 
1. In the event that Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar is minded to grant planning 
permission for the construction of sub-orbital vertical launch spaceport, including 
access road, fencing, launch pad with demountable launch tower, water and liquid 
storage tanks with associated services and infrastructure, repair and use 1 former 
farm building for storage, water pumps and communications facility, stabilize 1 
derelict former farm building, upgrade to existing farm track and water crossing, 
vehicle parking and periodic intermittent siting of storage containers at Scolpaig 
Farm, Scolpaig, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DH (application number 21/00646/PPD) they 
shall send to Scottish Ministers the following information:- 
 
 (a)  a copy of the planning application, accompanying plans and 
associated  documentation (e.g. transport/retail assessment), together with the full 
address and post-code of the site to be developed; 
 
 (b)  a copy of any environmental statement accompanying the application 
or, where an environmental statement has not been prepared: 
 
 • a copy of any screening opinion given by the planning authority in 
respect of any Schedule 2 development (as defined by regulation 2 
of the Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 
2017); and 
 
• a copy of any strategic environmental assessment that is relevant to 
the development; 
 
 (c)  a copy of any appropriate assessment relating to the application, 
carried out under Part IV of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 
1994. 
 
 (d)  copies of all observations submitted by consultees and all 
representations and petitions received, together with a list of the names and 
addresses of those who have submitted observations/made representations 
(including details of any petition organiser if known).  Where ‘pro-forma’ 



 

 

representations are received, only one copy example need be submitted, but all 
names and addresses must be provided.  Copies of petitions should be submitted, 
but only the organiser or first named should be included in the list of names and 
addresses; 
 
 (e)  the planning authority’s comments on the consultees’ observations and 
on representations received, together with a statement explaining how the authority 
has taken these into account; 
 
 (f)  the planning authority’s reasons for proposing to grant planning 
permission, including, where relevant, a statement setting out the reasoning (i) 
behind the authority’s decision to depart from the development plan, and/or (ii) for 
taking the decision it has, in light of any objections received. 
 
2.   Please ensure that the information is provided electronically by means of a 
link, or series of links to the relevant case file on the authority’s website and send it 
to the following address: planning.decisions@gov.scot  
 
3. Subject to paragraph 4 below, where Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar is minded to 
grant planning permission for the development referred to in paragraph 1 above they 
shall not do so before the expiry of the period of 28 days beginning with the date 
notified to them by Scottish Ministers as the date of receipt by them of the 
information supplied by the Council in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Direction. 
 
4. Scottish Ministers may, during the said period of 28 days, notify Comhairle 
Nan Eilean Siar in writing that an earlier or later date shall be substituted for the date 
of expiry of that period; and if on expiry of the period of 28 days or such other date 
as has been notified to them the Council have not received from Ministers a 
Direction under Section 46 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 
requiring the application to be referred to Ministers instead of being dealt with by the 
Council, then the Council may proceed to determine the application. 
 
5.  This Direction is given to assist in providing an overview of applications for 
spaceport development in the planning system.  
 
6. This Direction may be cited as the Town and Country Planning (Notification of 
Applications) (Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar ) (Construction of sub-orbital vertical 
launch spaceport, including access road, fencing, launch pad with demountable 
launch tower, water and liquid storage tanks with associated services and 
infrastructure, repair and use 1 former farm building for storage, water pumps and 
communications facility, stabilize 1 derelict former farm building, upgrade to existing 
farm track and water crossing, vehicle parking  and periodic intermittent siting of 
storage containers at Scolpaig Farm, Scolpaig Isle of North Uist HS6 5DH) Direction 
2022.  
                                           
ALEX KERR 
Directorate for Local Government and Communities 
Planning Decisions  
Victoria Quay 
04 March 2022  
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